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SEN. Fran-
cis Escudero 
has decided to 
withhold any 
announcement 
about his politi-
cal plans for the 
2010 elections in 
deference to the 
crisis brought 
about by the 
damage wrought 
by two killer 
storms.

``It’s not right to 
talk about politics while many 
of our people are still missing, 
have no houses to return to and 
have no food to eat,’’ Escudero 
said in a news conference last 
Oct. 12.

He said members of the Na-
tionalist People’s Coalition was 
expected to meet Monday night 
not to talk about the party’s plan 
for 2010 but what it could do to 
help ease the plight of those af-
fected by storm Ondoy and ty-
phoon Pepeng.

But Escudero said 
his political plans for 
2010 had become 
even more firmed up 
after he saw what was 
wrong and outdated 
in the country’s ca-
lamity response.

Escudero is expect-
ed to be the standard 
bearer of the Nation-
alist People’s Coali-
tion.
Asked whether a 

teamup between him 
and Sen. Loren Legarda was 
still possible, Escudero said 
he did not see any reason why 
that could not happen but he 
asked reporters not to make 
him discuss election team-ups 
for now.

He also said he was thinking 
of pulling out his infomercials 
in television because of the ca-
lamity.

Legarda declined to talk 
about politics or her possible 
team-up with Escudero. 
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DOH deploys teams vs diseases

PRESIDENT Macapagal-Ar-
royo has appointed a Muslim 
politician as her adviser on 
peace following the resigna-
tion of Avelino Razon Jr. who 
is planning to run for mayor of 
Manila.

Undersecretary Nabil Tan, a 
native of Sulu and a lawyer, as-
sumed last Oct. 12 the post of 
officer in charge of the Office of 
the Presidential Adviser on the 
Peace Process (OPAPP).

Tan vowed to restart the 
stalled peace talks not only 
between the government and 
Moro secessionists but also 
between the government and 
communist rebels.

“All these efforts, of course, 
should be done in the context of 
people-centered peace process 
work, of sharing responsibili-
ties, of hard work, and of syn-
ergy among the various offices 
and units,” Tan, a former vice 
governor of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
said in a statement.

Tan served as OPPAP under-
secretary for five years starting 
in 1997. He also worked with 

Arroyo picks Muslim 
politician as peace adviser 
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a nongovernment organization 
for two years before returning 
to OPPAP in 2006.

He is concurrent chair of the 

government peace panel nego-
tiating with the Rebolusyonary-
ong Partido ng Manggagawa 
ng Mindanao. 

Escudero suspends 
talk on 2010 plans
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Sen. Chiz Escudero

MANILA—The Department of 
Health (DOH) started yesterday 
the monitoring of the spread of 
athlete’s foot among residents 
in flooded areas that could trig-
ger an outbreak of leptospirosis 
in communities recently ravaged 
by tropical storm “Ondoy” and ty-
phoon “Pepeng.”

DOH chief epidemiologist Dr. 
Eric Tayag said health teams 
were deployed to conduct medi-
cal missions in evacuation centers 
in Metro Manila,

Central Luzon and Southern Ta-
galog following reports that many 
evacuees were already suffering 
from athlete’s foot due to constant 
wading in floodwaters.

“Of the more than 30,000 con-
sultations that they have attended 
to, 19 percent involved athlete’s 
foot. This cannot be ignored be-
cause athlete’s foot is an open 
wound and the leptospira bacte-
ria can enter the body through 

open wounds or cuts,” he told 
The STAR.

Tayag said that if possible, wad-
ing through floodwaters should 
be avoided.

“Draining floods should now be 
our priority. If we can’t help wad-
ing in floodwaters, when you step 
out of the flood, you have to wash 
your feet with clean water. And 
then dry them thoroughly, espe-
cially between the toes.”

Athlete’s foot is an infection of 
the feet caused by fungus known 
as tinea that thrive in warm and 
moist areas. It is contagious, and 
can be passed through direct con-
tact, or contact with items such as 
shoes, socks, or stockings.

It is characterized by cracked, 
flaking, peeling skin between the 
toes. The affected area is usually 
red and itchy.

The DOH had already distrib-
uted anti-fungal ointment during 
its medical missions. 

Tayag claimed that there is a 
traditional but effective way to 

cure athlete’s foot.
He added that feet with ath-

letes’ foot could be wiped with 
pure vinegar or washed with luke-
warm water with vinegar.

The DOH is also expecting an 
upsurge in dengue cases next 
week when the larvae that were 
bred in floodwaters grow into 
mosquitoes and when the dengue 
symptoms start manifesting.

The expert said that as of “pre-
Ondoy” Sept. 12, there was a to-
tal of 31,195 dengue cases in the 
country. This is 9.6 percent lower 
compared to the 34,492 cases 
registered during the same pe-
riod in 2008.

Denque is transmitted by the 
bites of infected Aedes Aegypti, 
the mosquito species character-
ized by white stripes on the legs 
that bite during the day. 

Leesuy said experts from the 
DOH’s regional offices would 
apply the larvaecide, a type of 
insecticide that kills mosquitoes 
but is safe for humans and other 

animals.
“This will be applied in clean 

but stagnant water, not in flood-
waters that are usually running,” 
he added.

Leesuy has urged the public to 
embark in massive clean-up op-
erations around their residence to 
eliminate possible breeding sites 
of mosquitoes.

Leptospirosis cases rise
The DOH had earlier warned 

residents of flooded areas on the 
increase in cases of leptospirosis 
from nine private and govern-
ment hospitals in Metro Manila 
after Ondoy and Pepeng hit the 
country.

DOH recorded 383 leptospiro-
sis cases from the East Avenue 
Medical Center (69 cases), Jose 
Reyes Memorial Medical Center 
(1), Manila Doctor’s Hospital (10), 
The Medical City (70), National 
Kidney and Transplant Institute 
(28), Quirino Memorial Medical 
Center (18), Philippine General 
Hospital (17), Rizal Medical Cen-
ter (13), and the San Lazaro Hos-
pital (157) as of Oct. 12.

“This is cause for concern since 
this surge in cases being reported 
by only nine Metro Manila hospi-
tals already represents about half 
of last year’s annual figures when 
we reported 769 total cases,” 
Duque said. 




