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Cory’s roses and crosses

by PHiLIP ELLA Juico
Philstar.com

(The writer was agrarian re-
form secretary during the pres-
idency of Corazon Aquino.)

IN a still-to-be published and
unfinished autobiography en-
titled Roses and Crosses, the
late President Corazon Aquino
revealed how the imprison-
ment of her husband, Sen. Be-
nigno (Ninoy) Aquino Jr., by
Ferdinand Marcos for seven
years and seven months, start-
ing in the early morning of Sat-
urday, Sept. 23, 1972, became
a learning experience for her
that eventually served her in
good stead.

President Cory started writ-
ing the book after she stepped
down from the presidency on
June 30, 1992, using the diary
she had religiously maintained
from the day Ninoy was ar-
rested. Proclamation 1081 was
actually signed by Marcos on
Thursday, Sept. 21, 1972 al-
though the order was carried
out on Saturday, Sept. 23.

The last public appearance
of Ninoy before he was ar-
rested was a speech he gave
around 3:30pm at the Asian
Institute of Management in
Makati at my invitation. In his
speech, Ninoy briefed the mes-
merized audience on “Oplan
Sagittarius” which detailed the
choreographed steps to justify
the declaration of martial law.
After the speech, Ninoy and
this writer agreed to meet at
the Channel 5 studios along
Pasong Tamo Extension in
Makati. Before going to the
TV station, however, I phoned
Ninoy and he rescheduled our
meeting for the next day, Sat-
urday, 10am, also at Channel.
5. Ninoy said that he was pro-
ceeding to the Manila Hilton
to meet some legislators (I re-
call him mentioning Sen. John
“Sonny” Osmena) on tax and
tariff matters. A few hours lat-
er, Ninoy was arrested by Col.
Romeo Gatan and a truckload
of soldiers at the Hilton.

This writer obtained permis-
sion from Ninoy’s and Presi-
dent Cory’s eldest daughter,
Ballsy Aquino-Cruz, to feature
excerpts from the unfinished
work of the late President for
this article in today’s issue of
The Philippine Star which re-
calls the 37th anniversary of
the declaration of Martial Law.

As expected, the unfin-
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ished book reaffirms President
Cory’s complete surrender to
the Lord’s will: “I am fully con-
vinced that [ would not be the
person I am today if I had not
gone through the tremendous
learning experience of Ninoy’s
imprisonment years. I believe
that any person can surmount
any trial or problem. The im-
portant thing is to do one’s best
and then entrust the rest to the
Lord. I used to cry a lot at the
beginning of martial law, espe-
cially when I would be relating
to relatives and close friends
about the harsh and cruel treat-
ment inflicted on Ninoy. At the
same time, I promised myself
that I would never cry in front

of the military authorities in
Fort Bonifacio and I never did.
I tried not to cry in front of my
children or my parents so as
not to cause them greater wor-
ries. Years later, my children
told me that not seeing me cry
made them that much stronger
and braver.”

It is clear that the inner
strength and courage that mar-
tial law helped develop within
Ninoy and President Cory for-
tified them both. This coura-
geous spirit will certainly serve
to inspire those who have the
heavy responsibility of continu-
ing the struggle for freedom
that both Ninoy and President
Cory waged.
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