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RemittanceS  from 
overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) would continue to 
grow this year as the Arroyo 
administration pushed for 
bilateral agreements for the 
deployment of more workers 
abroad.

The consensus projection 
made by private analysts since 
the beginning of the year 
indicated that remittances are 
generally expected to decline 
by as much as 20 percent this 
year as the global economy 
struggle to prevent job losses.

The government expects 
remittances to only match 
last year’s inflow of $16.4 
billion and central bank 
officials based its balance of 
payments projections on this 
assumption.

According to the latest 
Market Call Research of First 
Metro Investment Corp. and 
the University of Asia and the 
Pacific, however, they expect 
remittances to be sustainable 
despite the lingering global 

economic crisis.
Remittances actually 

continued to grow, albeit 
slowly, rising by 2.2 percent 
in April, slightly lower than 3.1 
percent in March.

“Even so, it can also be 
observed that OFW remittances 
for the first four months of the 
year now stands at $5.5 billion, 
up by 2.6 percent from last year’s 
levels,” the report noted.

Although remittances rose 
by 2.2 percent, the report 
said inflows were steady and 
despite the minimal growth 
rate, it was still on track. “It 
is defying consensus that 
OFW remittances will register 
significant negative growth this 
year,” the report said.

“Sustained demand for our 
migrant workers in different 
countries continues to help 
keep up these inflows of OFW 
remittances,” Market Call said.

“Moreover, with the 
government’s employment 
deals with several countries in 
need of our workers—the risks 

OFW inflows seen to continue growing this year

from the continuing global 
economic recession affecting 
the remittances are being 
tempered,” the report added.

The research report cited the 
Japan-Philippines Economic 
Partnership (JPEPA) which 
led to the deployment of an 
additional 273 health workers 
to Japan. More importantly, the 
initial adverse trends in labor 
deployment have also shifted.

“Even the rise in 
retrenchments of OFWs has 
abated,” the report said.

In peso terms, the Market 
Call report said the small 
2.2-percent growth of OFW 
remittances in April translated 
to a huge 17.9 percent growth. 
However this rate was below 
the 20-percent mark, indicating 
a slowdown. 

The Market Call Report said 
the slowdown resulted not 
only from the deceleration in 
the growth of remittances in 
dollar terms but also from the 
half-percent appreciation of the 

The Department of Justice has 
approved the application of for-
mer police officer Cezar Mancao 
into the government’s Witness 
Protection Program (WPP).

Acting Justice Secretary Agnes 
Devanadera said Mancao’s inclu-
sion to the WPP will settle the 
question of transfer of detention.

Devanadera is referring to the 
bid of lawyer Dante David, who 
asked Manila Regional Trial Court 
branch 18 Judge Myra Garcia Fer-
nandez to transfer Mancao, “an 
ordinary inmate,” to the Manila 
City Jail.

David had argued that the Con-
stitution provides for equality, 
therefore no special treatment 
should be accorded the former 
police official who is also among 
the accused in the double mur-
der of publicist Salvador “Bubby” 
Dacer and his driver Emmanuel 
Corbito.

David is the counsel for Senior 
Police Officer 4 Marino Soberano, 
SPO3 Jose Escalante, and SPO3 
Mauro Torres, three of the 21 ac-
cused in the death of Dacer and 
Corbito.

Mancao’s arraignment is set for 

Mancao now officially a government witness
by Tetch Torres

Inquirer.net

this afternoon.
Devanadera said that after the 

arraignment, the prosecution pan-

el can start the process of making 
him a state witness by making a 
recommendation to the court. 

MANILA—The Department of Health (DOH) 
has recorded 1,709 confirmed cases of Influ-
enza A(H1N1) in the country as of June 27, but 
the good news is that 1,485 of them are now 
free of the virus.

“The remaining 224 or 14 percent are still 
under treatment at present, most of them un-
der home management,” Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque III said in a statement.

The DOH, according to the health chief, is 
anticipating more cases in the coming months, 
so it would “institute effective mitigation mea-
sures to save lives and prevent deaths and to 
reduce the impact of the pandemic on our na-
tion and the economy.”

Although the cases are dwindling as com-
pared to some few weeks ago, several schools 
were still forced to suspend classes or imple-
ment measures to prevent the virus from 
spreading.

Four cadets of the Philippine National Police 
Academy (PNPA) have tested positive for the 
virus, prompting school officials to implement 
stricter measures.

PNPA director Chief Superintendent Danilo 
Abarsoza said the four cadets were among the 
trainees in Silang, Cavite, who availed of their 
weekend pass last week. There are 1,030 ca-
dets in the academy.

The latest suspension of classes was reported 
at the St. John’s Institute (SJI) in Bacolod City.

Bacolod City Mayor Evelio Leonardia said 
the school administration confirmed the sus-
pension as a precaution after more than 100 
students fell ill due to the common flu Monday, 
June 29.

Although the DOH regional office is not treat-
ing the situation as “case under observation,” 
the Corazon Locsin Montelibano Memorial 
Regional Hospital will be conducting random 
swabbing and contact tracing among parents 
of Grade 3 students.

SJI principal Fr. Noli Que informed Leonar-
dia that 30 of the 60 pupils no longer have fe-
ver, as of press time.

Two schools in Tacloban City, Leyte and in 
Antipolo City, Rizal also suspended classes at 
all levels due to confirmed cases despite a gov-
ernment instruction to schools to avoid entire 
school shutdowns.

The Department of Education (DepEd) In-
fluenza A(H1N1) Action Center said the San 
Benildo Integrated School suspended classes 
starting yesterday until July 11, while the St. 
Therese Child Development Center in Tacloban 
City suspended classes starting yesterday until 
July 6.

Kenneth Tirado, DepEd communications unit 
head, said that DepEd was still giving schools 
the prerogative to decide whether to have en-
tire school shutdowns or limiting suspensions 
to affected sections or levels.  
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