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Cory Aquino in serious condition
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“You took the hand of our
dear sister Cory, as she strug-
gled through every trial, as she
confronted every challenge, and
embraced every cross of her life.
Take her hand now and have mer-
cy on her and upon all poor souls
who are in agony and make Your
will known to them,” said San-
chez, who has asked the former
President to be a sponsor at her
wedding to Sen. Mar Roxas.

Among those present at the
Mass were former members of
the Aquino Cabinet led by former
Senate President Franklin Drilon
and wife Mila, former Finance
Secretary Ramon del Rosario Jr.,
Popoy Juico and his wife Margie,
who served as Aquino’s appoint-
ments secretary, Manila Mayor
Fred Lim, and anti-Arroyo ac-
tivists Dinky Soliman and Leah
Navarro of the Black and White
Movement.

In Negros Occidental, Bacolod
Bishop Vicente Navarra also
called on the faithful to pray for
Aquino’s well-being.

Kabankalan Bishop Patricio
Buzon did the same in extolling
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Aquino’s legacy to the nation,
which was to end the Marcos dic-
tatorship in February 1986 and
restore freedom and democracy
to the nation.

‘We need her’

In a statement issued by his of-
fice, Aquino’s only son, Sen. Be-
nigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, said
he “sincerely thanks all those who
attended the novena Mass and
those who continue to pray for his
mother’s healing.”

Drilon said he last spoke with
Noynoy Aquino last week and
that the latter “did not sound very
optimistic because of his mother’s
appetite problem.”

“We have no other recourse
but to pray, pray very hard, for
her,” Drilon said in a phone in-
terview. “It’s very difficult to lose
Cory at this time when we need
her most.”

Aquino, known as the icon of
Filipino people power, remained
active in social and political
causes even after stepping down
from office.

In July 2005, she added her
voice to the growing call for Pres-
ident Macapagal-Arroyo’s resig-
nation over allegations of vote-
rigging and corruption, and later
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joined protest rallies against the
administration.

Senators Roxas and Manuel
Villar Jr., both presidential aspi-
rants, called on the people to pray
for Aquino.

“I have heard the news that
President Aquino is undergoing a
difficult time in her illness,” Rox-
as said, adding that he joined the
people in praying for her quick
recovery.

“President Cory is one of the
greatest leaders 1 respect and
emulate,” he said, adding:

“Mrs. President, please fight
on. We need you.”

Villar said the former President
was entering “a critical period in
the battle against cancer.”

“We will forever be indebted to
President Cory for her significant
contribution to the restoration
of democracy in the country. In
this time when there are serious
threats to our democracy, she
remains the icon that our people
turn to for hope,” Villar said in a
statement.

“Our prayers are also with
the members of her family. May
their unshakeable faith in God
strengthen them in this difficult
time,” he said.
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