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Now in its eighth season, Citizen Pinoy is still 
going strong and remains an indispensable tool 
for understanding the many complex laws of 
immigration. In line with The Filipino Chanel’s 
commitment to public service, and because our 
loved ones back in the homeland never seem to 
run out of immigration issues or questions, ABS-
CBN International is bringing Atty. Gurfinkel 
back to Manila for live audience tapings!

Taping in Manila is on June 21 (Sunday) at the 
ABS-CBN Studio 1, ABS-CBN Broadcast Center, 
Mother Ignacia corner Sgt. Esguerra Ave, 
Diliman, Quezon City. There are three (3) taping 
schedules to choose from: 10am/1pm/4pm. As a 
public service from the TFC and the Law Offices 
of Michael J. Gurfinkel, seats are FREE, but 
you need to reserve now at www.citizenpinoy.
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Atty. Michael Gurfinkel

Immigration Corner
   Each month, the Visa Office of the State 

Department publishes the priority dates for that 
particular month. This means that visas (or green 
cards) would now be available for persons whose 
priority date is earlier than the cut-off date listed 
below. If your priority date was “current”, but 
retrogressed (or became “unavailable”) before 
your immigrant visa was issued (or before you 
adjusted status in the US), you would have to 
wait until it becomes current again.

Monette Adeva Maglaya

IMMIGRANT LIVING:
101 AND BEYOND Getting Things Done: A Redux

“If it’s going to be, it’s up to me.”
—Robert H. Schuller

‘Citizen Pinoy’  returns to Manila this June!
CITIZEN PINOY RETURNS TO MANILA ON 
JUNE 21!!  Let your friends and relatives 
back in the Philippines know that they have 
another chance to be part of the live studio 
audience of Citizen Pinoy on Sunday, June 
21st at the ABS-CBN Studios along Mother 
Ignacia cor. Sgt. Esguerra Avenue, Diliman, 
Quezon City. Tapings will be at 10am; 1pm; 
and 4pm.  Leading US immigration attorney 
Michael J. Gurfinkel will be there to answer 
your immigration questions and provide 
relevant information that you will all find 
useful. There will be celebrity co-hosts for 
each taping session too!  As a public service 
from TFC and the Law Offices of Michael J. 
Gurfinkel, seats are FREE, but you need to 
reserve now at www.citizenpinoy.com or 
call (011)(632)894-0239 or (011)(632)894-
0258—9am to 3pm (Mondays-Fridays); 
7am–11am (Saturdays)—(Philippine time). 
Citizen Pinoy—airs every Sunday, at 5:40pm 
(PST) with a replay on Wednesday, at 12:15am 
(PST) on TFC. Citizen Pinoy also airs on ANC-
US every Sunday at 12 am with replays on 
Sunday at 8am and Thursday at 7pm, all PST; 
and on ANC- Philippines every Sunday at 4pm 
with a replay at 12am every Monday.

If you want anything done, 
give it to a busy person. But 
perhaps, this is true only up to 
a point. One’s carrying capacity 
can be maxed out. Anyone who 
is both efficient and effective has 
mastered many times by trial and 
error over some length of time 
that fine blend of mixing the art 
and science of planning his work 
and working his plan. How? 
By thinking things through, 
prioritizing, sequencing and 
when necessary, improvising 
to stay within timetables and 
resources and keeping a laser-
like focus on the goal while 
keeping your balance. It’s a 
tall order yet doable. Anyone, 
determined enough, can get 

Petitions by Citizens:
The priority date for the 

First Preference Category, F-1 
(unmarried sons and daughters 
of US citizens, over 21 years 
of age) remained the same at 
September 1, 1993.

The Third Preference 
Category, F-3 (married sons 
and daughters of United 
States citizens) priority date 
remained the same at July 1, 
1991.

The Fourth Preference, F-4 
(brothers and sisters of United 
States citizens) priority date 
moved forward by 7 days from 
August 1, 1986 to August 8, 
1986.

Petitions by Green Card 
Holders:

The Second Preference, F-
2A (Spouse and minor children 

The July priority dates for the Philippines are as follows

FAMILY CATEGORY: Priority Date

First Preference

Unmarried sons 
and daughters of 
US citizens (over 
21 years of age)

September 1, 1993
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was the 
same.)

Second Preference

2A. Spouse and 
minor children (be-
low 21 years old) of 
green card holder

December 22, 2004
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was De-
cember 15, 2004.)

2B. Unmarried 
sons and daugh-
ters (over 21 years 
old) of green card 
holder

April 1, 1998
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was the 
same.)

Third Preference
Married sons and 
daughters of US 
Citizens.

July 1, 1991
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was the 
same.)

Fourth Preference
Brothers and 
sisters of US Citi-
zens.

August 8, 1986
(In June 2009, the pri-
ority date was August 
1, 1986.)

LABOR CERTIFICATION:

Third Preference
Professional/
Skilled Workers

Unavailable
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was the 
same.)

 Other workers Non-Skilled 
Workers

Unavailable
(In June 2009, the 
priority date was the 
same.)

The July 2009 priority dates 

things done. 
Nowhere is this life skill 

more put to the test than here 
in America where a person’s 
worth, whether you like it or not, 
is measured by his productivity, 
his creativity, and his results. 
It is a skill needed to navigate 
a person’s day-to-day life. The 
major strides in technology have 
enhanced man’s capability to 
multi-task. Picture the modern 
version of Everyman running 
on a treadmill juggling multiple 
roles. No matter how much you 
want to buck the system, there 
is no way you can get around 
the fact that in order to thrive, 
let alone survive at this time and 
in this place, the life skills one 
needs to acquire and develop 
some level of competence in, 

are in the areas of planning and 
working the plan.

You know what a delight it 
is to work on a project that has 
been well conceived and well 
planned. And when a plan comes 
together in seamless fashion, 
everything is as smooth as silk. 
On the flip side of the coin, you 
know how aggravating it is to 
be involved in one that is a mess 
from the beginning conceived 
by one who seems to be running 
around like a headless chicken. 
History bears out that most of 
the great leaders of all time, 
whether in politics, in industry 
and in business are supreme 
planners. And contrary to 
common belief, these planners 
see the big picture but do not 
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(below 21 years old) of green 
card holder) moved forward 
by 7 days, from December 15, 
2004, to December 22, 2004.

The Second Preference, 
F-2B (unmarried sons and 
daughters, over 21 years of 
age, of green card holders) 
remained the same at April 1, 
1998.

Petitions by Employers:
The Third Preference 

(professionals and skilled 
workers) of Employment-Based 
Petitions (Labor Certification) 
remains unavailable. The 
priority date for unskilled 
(other) workers also remains 
unavailable.

Each month, the Visa Office 
of the State Department 
publishes the priority dates 
for that particular month. This 
means that visas (or green 
cards) would now be available 
for persons whose priority 
date is earlier than the cut-
off date listed below. If your 
priority date was “current”, 
but retrogressed (or became 
“unavailable”) before your 
immigrant visa was issued (or 
before you adjusted status in 
the US), you would have to 
wait until it becomes current 
again.

* * *
Michael J. Gurfinkel is licensed, and 

an active member of the State Bar of 

California and New York. All immigration 

services are provided by, or under the 

supervision of, an active member of 

the State Bar of California. Each case is 

different. The information contained herein 

(including testimonials, “Success Stories”, 

endorsements and re-enactments) is of a 

general nature, and is not intended to 

apply to any particular case, and does 

not constitute a prediction, warranty, 

guarantee or legal advice regarding 

the outcome of your legal matter. No 

attorney-client relationship is, or shall 

be, established with any reader.

WEBSITE: www.gurfinkel.com

Call Toll free to schedule a consultation 

for anywhere in the US: 

(866) – GURFINKEL

Four offices to serve you: LOS ANGELES 

∙ SAN FRANCISCO ∙ NEW YORK ∙ PHILIPPINES 

� (Advertising Supplement)

ENCORE SHOWING OF CITIZEN PINOY’S THANKSGIVING SPECIAL FROM MANILA! Newscaster, Correspondent, TV Host Ms. Bernadette 
Sembrano (left) joins leading immigration attorney Michael J. Gurfinkel (right) in this special Thanksgiving episode of the most popular 
immigration program on television—Citizen Pinoy!   Stay tuned for many surprises, and have your immigration questions answered!  This 
encore episode airs on TFC this Sunday, at 5:40pm (PST) with a replay on Wednesday, at 12:15am (PST) on TFC. Citizen Pinoy also airs 
on ANC-US every Sunday at 12am with replays on Sunday at 8am and Thursday at 7pm, all PST; and on ANC- Philippines every Sunday 
at 4pm with a replay at 12am every Monday.
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