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The Federation of Filipino-
Chinese Chambers of Commerce
and Industry Inc. (FFCCCID),
which hosted the event at the
Sofitel Philippine Plaza Hotel,
expressed support for Charter
change last June 10.

FFCCCI president Al-
fonso Uy, in a message,

manil

door to door c

said that the “Filipino-Chinese
community supports the move to
amend the Constitution to ensure
progress of our community.”

Members of the opposition
have planned a series of dem-
onstrations against the efforts of
the House of Representatives to
amend the Constitution.
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The protest actions were in re-
sponse to the decision of the al-
lies of the President in the House
to pass Resolution 1109, which
would convene Congress into a
constituent assembly (con-ass)
to amend the Constitution.

Malacafiang has kept its dis-
tance from the moves of the
House, although the administra-
tion has not rejected the idea of
amending the Constitution, par-
ticularly the economic provisions
as proposed by Speaker Prospero
Nograles.

Executive Secretary Eduardo
Ermita said the President, in her
previous State of the Nation ad-
dresses, aired her support for
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Charter amendments.

Ermita said that there are pro-
visions in the Constitution that
have to be amended, such as the
economic provisions, in order to
ensure sustainable development
in the country.

“The protests came about with
Resolution 1109. I wish that the
people would understand that
with all the methods of amending
the Constitution, in the end, all
of these would still have to be
approved by the people through
a plebiscite,” Ermita said in
Filipino.

“We are talking about things
that are not yet final,” he added.

A number of business orga-

nizations have denounced the
moves of the House as a “blatant
disregard of the Filipino people’s
will.”

The Action for Economic Re-
forms (AER), Financial Execu-
tives Institute of the Philippines
(FINEX), Foundation for Eco-
nomic Freedom (FEF), Makati
Business Club (MBC) and the
Management Association of the
Philippines (MAP) have issued
a statement saying that “by this
action of pro-administration con-
gresspersons, any remaining
doubts about the determination of
the Arroyo administration and its
allies in the House to manipulate
our democratic processes and

institutions to prolong their hold
on power have been erased.”

Mrs. Arroyo herself has not
given any clear indication since
her State of the Nation address
that she supports the moves of
her allies in the House.

On the other hand, she has
not opposed or rejected these ef-
forts.

Nograles has admitted that
the President was aware of the
plan of her allies to pass House
Resolution 1109 during the re-
cent event that merged the ad-
ministration’s two major political
parties—Lakas-Christian Muslim
Democrats and the Kabalikat ng
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi). M

Schwarzenegger seeks online revolution in schools

by JULIET WiLLIAMS
AP Writer

SACRAMENTO—In the state
that gave the world Facebook,

Google and the iPod, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger says forcing Cali-
fornia’s students to rely on printed
textbooks is so yesterday.

The governor recently launched
an initiative to see if the state’s six
million public school students can
use more online learning materi-
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als, perhaps saving millions of dol-
lars a year in textbook purchases.

“California is home to soft-
ware giants, bioscience research
pioneers and first-class university
systems known around the world.
But our students still learn from
instructional materials in formats
made possible by Gutenberg’s
printing press,” Schwarzenegger
wrote in a recent op-ed in the San
Jose Mercury News.

In a state with a projected $24
billion budget deficit, Schwar-
zenegger has asked education
officials to review a wealth of
sources that already are on the
Internet, many of which are free,
and determine whether they meet
curriculum standards.

The governor is starting with
math and sciences and has asked
that providers submit their online
postings to state officials by next
week. The materials that survive
state review will be made available
to school districts by Aug. 10.

Last week, Schwarzenegger
promoted his initiative to lawmak-
ers as the first step toward a learn-
ing revolution.

“We expect the first science
and math books to be digital by
this fall,” Schwarzenegger said.
“If we expand this to more text-
books, schools could save hun-
dreds of millions of dollars a year,
and that’s hundreds of millions of
dollars that could be used to hire
more teachers and to reduce class
sizes.”HM
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