
-
takings.

The party’s colorful history is made 
more historic by its past Party Presi-
dents—Sergio Osmeña, Manuel L. 
Quezon, Jose Yulo, Eulogio ‘Amang’ 
Rodriguez, Sr., Gil J. Puyat, Jose B. 
Laurel, Jr., Salvador ‘Doy’ Laurel, who 
navigated through the colonial, neo-
colonial, and independent stages of 
the country producing, in the process, 
six Philippine Presidents and a stellar 
cast of senators and congressmen.

Sen. Manny Villar, the party’s cur-
rent president, continues with the 
party’s mission to unify Filipinos, now 

US President Barack Obama greeted Filipinos on the 
111th anniversary of the Philippines’ Declaration of In-
dependence.

“On behalf of the American people, I extend my 
warmest wishes to you and the people of the Philippines 
on the 111th anniversary of your country’s Declaration 
of Independence, June 12,” Obama’s letter read.

“The United States and the Philippines share a com-
mitment to peace, prosperity, and democratic values, 
which form the foundation of our strong partnership 
and alliance,” he said.

“The United States looks forward to working closely 
with the Philippines in the coming years to enhance fur-
ther our mutually beneficial cooperation.”

Copies of Obama’s letter as well as US Ambassador to the Philippines Kristie 
Kenney’s cover letter were furnished to media by the Office of Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita.

His letter was apparently sent late last month as President Arroyo replied to 
thank him on May 29.

“Indeed our two countries share an indelible bond of friendship and cooperation 
that is based on history and our shared values of peace, freedom and democracy,” 
the President said. 

Obama gives RP early 
Independence Day greeting

Pacquiao joins Jolie, 
Oprah in Forbes 100 list

by Joseph Pimentel
AJPress

LOS ANGELES – The Pound 
for Pound king is getting some 
top recognition.

Message from President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo

Today is a day of remembrance and 
renewal.

We remember the heroism and sacrifice 
of our forebears who laid the foundations 
for the establishment of Asia’s first Re-
public in 1898.

This is a democratic legacy which 
we—as a state and as a nation—should 
rightly be proud of and strive to further 
strengthen.

Likewise, we renew the pledge to con-
tinue doing our part in building a more 
peaceful, progressive and prosperous 
Philippines.

The Philippines has advanced steadily 
towards greater growth, guided by a com-
mon vision for a better shared future and 
powered by the sinew and might of the 
hardworking and dedicated Filipino.

As we commemorate the 111th An-
niversary of the Declaration of Philippine 

Independence, the theme “Kagitingan, 
Kagalingan at Kasipagan Tungo sa Tunay 
na Kalayaan,” underscores the challenges 
to and the responsibilities of our genera-
tion to bring to full fruition the ideals that 
animated our forefathers’ noble efforts.

These are values that resonate with 
relevance for the global Filipino nation—
bound as we are by a common heritage 
and shared aspirations.

I thank the Filipino-American commu-
nity for your demonstrated commitment to 
help uphold, protect and promote our Fili-
pino heritage; I am confident that you will 
continue to do your part in contributing to 
the full development of your motherland.

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas at ang diwa 
ng kalayaan!  Mabuhay ang sambayang 
Pilipino!

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President of the Philippines

Manny Pacquiao was named in Forbes 
100 list of Most Powerful Celebs.

Pacquaio ranked 57th in the maga-
zine’s list.

“Widely regarded at the best pound-
for-pound boxer in the world, Pacquiao 
had two blockbuster fights in the past 
year: He took on Oscar De La Hoya in 
December and Ricky Hatton in May,” 
wrote Forbes staff. “Pac-Man is a huge 
celebrity in his home of the Philippines 
and plans to run for political office there 
once his days in the ring are over. Counts 
Nike and beer maker San Miguel among 
his sponsors.”

Angelina Jolie took Forbes No. 1 spot 
and Oprah Winfrey ranked 2nd, Ma-
donna 3rd, and Beyonce Knowles 4rth 
rounds out the top four.

Notable athletes Tiger Woods ranked 
5th, Kobe Bryant 10th, Michael Jordan 
and Lebron James placed 18th and 19th, 
respectively. Indy car racer Danica Pat-
rick ranked 100.

According to Forbes, Pacquiao earned 
$40 million in entertainment income 
from June 2008 to June 2009. 

Earlier in the year, Pacquiao made it 
into Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influen-
tial People. n

Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

US Pres. Barack Obama


