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From The Front Page

families, many Filipino veterans 
felt like it was too late.

“It’s too late for me and it’s 
too late for them. That’s 67 
years ago,” said Franco Arce-
bal, a Filipino WWII veteran, 
and vice-president of member-
ship for the American Coalition 
of Filipino Veterans. “Although 
we accept the apology, it came 
too late. How come they apolo-
gize now? It’s terrible… they 
should have done this about 25 
years after the war.”

During his speech, Fujisaki 
said that the Japanese people 
must look into the past to learn 
from the lessons of history.

“We extend a heartfelt apol-
ogy [from] our country for 
having caused tremendous 
damage and suffering to many 
people, including prisoners of 
war, those who have under-
gone tragic experiences in the 
Bataan Peninsula, in Corregi-
dor Island in the Philippines 
and other places,” said Fuji-
saki. “Ladies and gentlemen, 
taking this opportunity, I would 
like to express my deepest con-
dolences to all those who have 

lost their lives in the war, and 
after the war, and their family 
members.”

According to the Associated 
Press, about 73 surviving Bata-
an Death March veterans of 
the Army and former Army Air 
Corps were in attendance and 
welcomed the apology.

AP added that Fujisaki’s six-
minute speech received a stand-
ing ovation afterwards.

“Well, we finally got the apol-
ogy that we wanted,” said re-
tired Tech Sgt. Joe Alexander of 
San Antonio, a two-time former 
commander of ADBC told the 
AP. Asked how he felt, Alexan-
der said he felt chills go through 
his body. “Now we can rest at 
ease. We’re satisfied.”

Whether skeptical or accept-
ing, many veterans are resigned 
to the fact that this will probably 
be the only apology they’ll ever 
hear from the Japanese for the 
Bataan Death March.

“This is about as candid an 
apology as anybody’s going to 
get,” added Paul Ropp, a re-
tired Air Force Reserve lieuten-
ant colonel. (Joseph Pimentel)
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Japanese Ambassador to the 
United States, Ichiro Fujisaki, 
spoke at the 64th reunion of the 
American Defenders of Bataan 
and Corregidor in San Antonio 
on Monday, June 1 and offered 
an apology to veterans and their 
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term of President Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo. One Congressman, 
Nueva Ecija Rep. Eduardo Non-
ato Joson, described it as “gang 
raping” the constitution. The Je-
suit law expert Fr. Joaquin Ber-
nas, echoed the solon’s view in 
interview, as he admonished the 
Filipino people to “be enraged” 
with what some describes as an-
other legal travesty back in the 
country.

The “ConAss” is just one of the 
three constitutional options con-
sidered in so far as the history of 
charter change campaigns in the 
Philippines is concerned. At least 
in the post-Marcos and Aquino 
eras, charter change became part 
of the more controversial agenda 
of various presidencies. 

There was one in the time of 
President Fidel Ramos, and later 
on after him, during the short-
lived term of deposed President 
Joseph Estrada. Arroyo, now al-
most done serving her term after 
being elected as a sitting Presi-
dent in 2004, has had the charter 
change train running all through-
out her term. In her terms alone, 
the main pipeline had been the 
House of Representatives, where 
she enjoys partisanship of the 
majority.

The adoption of HR 1109 fol-
lows the narrative of conspicuous 

events. A few days ago, before 
she flew to her state visits, Arroyo 
convened her party Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), in its 
auspicious merger with Partido 
Lakas ng Tao (Lakas) and Chris-
tian-Muslim Democrats (CMD). 
This had been in the light of the 
upcoming presidential elections 
in 2004. 

Many of the figures appearing 
in both the Pulse Asia and Social 
Weather Stations survey have 
come out to voice their candidacy 
and advocacies. The automation 
too of the national elections had 
been fast tracked, and curiously, 
only one bidder, the consortium 
led by automation trailblaizer 
Smartmatic and Total Informa-
tion Management System.

At the height of the sex video 
scandals and the various issues 
that had been lined up for reso-
lution like the extension of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program, observers noted the 
expediency of the congressmen, 
in what is described in Philippine 
media today as “railroading”. 

It is not surprising. While we 
all keep our eyes shut, it is known 
fact that two of the president’s 
sons are sitting solons—Rep. 
Mickey Arroyo of Pampanga and 
Rep. Diosdado “Dato” Arroyo of 
Camarines Sur, have been ac-

The Signs of The Times
tively soliciting signatures for 
charter change. Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte, a stalwart 
of Kampi, meanwhile initially 
supported the resolution, only to 
back out while congress was in 
session. 

The Internet is slowly becom-
ing a very potent platform for 
discussing issues, and in the 
much recent brouhaha on the 
additional duties on imported 
books, manifestos and articles 
on the web helped bolster the 
government’s decision to with-
draw the tax duties imposed by 
the Bureau of Customs. 

This time, cybercitizen Filipi-
nos will surely wield their pens 
on Congress and we must expect 
the barrage of writings that would 
come out of the World Wide Web. 
In the night the House passed 
HR 1109, netizens gave blow by 
blow accounts in real time, beat-
ing TV coverage that usually sign 
off at 12. And what’s more, they 
have been “covering” the whole 
thing for a very long time.

“Paano na ang Pilipinas 
makaahon kong mismo ang mga 
mambabatas ay magugulo, at 
wala nang inatupag kundi ang 
sarili nila?” asks “limr22” at 
the ABS-CBN online news por-
tal which featured an article on 
how the Senate would block the 

moves done by the lower house. 
“Ang daming dapat bigyan pan-
sin pero ano ang ginawa nila 
wala?”

And despite the pledge of four 
assurances by the proponents of 
the resolution—which includes 
among others the exclusion of 
the discussion of term extensions 
for all elected officials, including 
the president and the vice presi-
dent—some of the readers fol-
lowing this event share the fears 
of minority Cong. Roilo Golez of 
Parañaque.

Blogs have also been written 
as the news ran its course. Ex-
plainer and Inquirer columnist 
Manuel L. Quezon III in his blog 
www.quezon.ph, hit the newest 
development and also did a roll 
call of all the notable reportage 
done on the charter change. “But 
I’m operating from a particu-
lar point of view, which is that 
it seems more likely to me that 
the President and her people are 
more interested in consolidat-

ing their ranks going into 2010, 
and solving the problem of what 
happens after 2010, by making 
whoever is elected president ir-
relevant,” he writes.

Makati Cong. Teddy Boy Loc-
sin meanwhile made a hilarious 
press statement that had become 
an important read the day after 
the passage of HR 1109. “This is 
a resolution calling for the con-
vening of the Lower House of 
Congress as a constituent assem-
bly the day before it adjourns. 
This is like sending out an invita-
tion to a party on no date, for no 
stated occasion, while announc-
ing that the host is leaving for a 
long vacation abroad,” he wrote 
in his statement titled “Throwing 
a Party for No Reason and Invit-
ing Only the Host. Locsin added: 
“This resolution mocks the House 
and holds it up to ridicule. If any-
thing, it is a fit subject not of a 
vote but an ethics investigation 
of the proponents of this measure 
for inviting the contempt of the 

nation upon our House. This is a 
venture which can be described 
by only one word that politeness 
forbids me to say.”

Some netizens have gone as 
far as renaming the House of 
Representatives into “Bastusang 
Pambansa”, signing up shout 
outs on their social networking 
site profiles and publishing hate 
messages against their respec-
tive congressmen. The signs of 
the times are at work today, es-
pecially at the World Wide Web, 
where Filipinos are very much 
engaged and opinionated. To 
say the least, their legions are 
the feistiest we have seen in re-
cent times. A lot of bloggers are 
writing about major national is-
sues, and not just the ConAss. 
Discussions are still unfolding 
and a “silent majority”, at least 
in the net is making its presence 
felt. Overseas voters too are 
watching, and are most prob-
ably awaiting the resolution to 
this resolution. 


