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Dateline Philippines

by Cynthia Balana & Fe Zamora

Joseph Estrada sees a bat-
tle royal between himself 
and Vice President Noli de 

Castro if they both make a pitch 
for No. 1 in the 2010 presidential 
election.

Estrada said last May 19 that 
only De Castro could rival him 
when it came to winning the sup-
port of the Filipino poor, who, he 
claimed, “comprise 80-90 per-
cent of the voters.”

“Only Noli and I have masa 
(mass) appeal,” the deposed 
President said in a telephone in-
terview. “I can feel that he also 
appeals to the D and E sectors.”

In case both he and De Castro 
seek the presidency, “Noli would 
be a tough candidate to beat,” 
Estrada said, adding:

“He would make for a formi-
dable opponent.”

The two men have similar 
backgrounds. Both enjoyed mas-
sive media exposure—Estrada as 
a movie star and De Castro as a 
radio/TV journalist—before en-
tering politics.

Estrada started his political 
career as a mayor of the munici-
pality of San Juan and went on to 
become a senator. De Castro ran 
for senator as an independent 

Estrada: De Castro toughest rival in 2010
Claims VP, like him, has most ‘masa’ following

candidate in 2001. He topped the 
race with more than 16 million 
votes.

De Castro was elected vice 
president in 2004. Like him, Es-
trada served as vice president 
for six years before running for 
president in 1998 and winning 
by a landslide.

Estrada, who was ousted in 
2001, was tried for and convict-
ed of plunder, and was swiftly 
pardoned by President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, has been 
threatening to run again for 
president in 2010 if the opposi-
tion fails to unite behind a stan-
dard-bearer.

He has commissioned a “le-
gal study” to determine whether 
he could do so, and was told, he 
said, that the constitutional ban 
on the reelection of presidents 
did not apply to him.

Substitution
De Castro himself has raised 

the sinister possibility of can-
didate substitution in the 2010 
polls.

He called on lawmakers to 
revisit an election law provision 
that allows for the substitution 
of any candidate in the event of 
his/her death, disqualification, 
or withdrawal from an election.

De Castro cited as an exam-
ple the possibility of Estrada fil-
ing a certificate of candidacy for 
president in 2010 and being re-
placed by his son, Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, in case the Supreme 
Court disqualifies him from 
running at the last minute.

“What will happen is that the 
votes for President Estrada will 
be counted for Jinggoy because 
the official ballots with Estrada’s 
name on it have been printed,” 
De Castro said in Filipino.

This has happened in local 
elections, with a candidate from 
a well-known political clan be-
ing killed or deciding to with-
draw, and subsequently being 
replaced by a member of the 
family, according to De Castro.

“What if a candidate actu-
ally has no plan to run, but be-
ing more famous than a son or 
daughter, he files the certificate 
of candidacy? And then after the 
official ballots had been printed, 
he suddenly withdraws, and the 
votes go to his son or daughter? 
Is that how it goes?” De Castro 
said.

Still looking
Estrada admitted that he was 

still looking for an opposition 
candidate with mass appeal.

If he does decide to run for 
president again, he has a bat-
tery of lawyers who are pre-
pared to defend him from those 
questioning his eligibility, Es-
trada said.

“We are prepared [to fight] all 
the way to the Supreme Court,” 
he said.

In the meantime, Estrada said, 
he would continue with his sor-
ties to the provinces to feel “the 
pulse of the people.”

“It’s like [the 1998 campaign] 
all over again, but even more in-
tense,” the man said. 
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Can he? Will he? Should 
he?

Joseph Estrada’s in-
sistence that he can run again 
for president in 2010 not only 
divided legal experts, but drew 
pieces of unsolicited advice and 
early warnings.

A spokesperson for the Com-
mission on Elections (Comelec) 
said Estrada’s candidacy, once 
filed with the agency, would 
“likely” be met with protests.

The leader of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Phil-
ippines (CBCP) said Estrada, 72, 
should just settle down as an 
“adviser” to the next president, 
and reminded him of how he 
lost power because of corruption 
charges.

Even an election lawyer who 
services the Estrada-backed po-
litical party United Opposition 
(UNO) said the deposed leader 
should “give others a chance” in-
stead of joining next year’s race 
to Malacañang.

Sixto Brillantes said Estrada 
might still be enjoying the sup-
port of a “mass base, [but] he’s 
not that strong anymore as he 
was in 1998,” the year he gar-
nered the most number of votes 
in the history of Philippine presi-
dential elections.

For Brillantes, the “man to 
beat” in 2010 would be Vice 
President Noli De Castro, espe-
cially if the former broadcaster 
would get the “quiet” support 
of President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo in terms of funding and 
machinery.

Just be a ‘tutor’
“I don’t think he (Estrada) 

should run again. He should 
think about it well,” Brillantes 
said last Tuesday, May 19.

CBCP president and Jaro Arch-
bishop Angel Lagdameo sent a 
similar message to Estrada: “We 
do not know what the law says in 
particular about his situation. But 
my advice (to him) is give others 
a chance.”

“Be like Presidents Cory Aqui-
no and Fidel Ramos who will act 
as a kind of adviser, even a tutor 
to the newly elected president,” 
he added.

Lagdameo reminded Estrada 
that he did not finish his term 
in the first place because of the 
many controversies that hound-
ed his administration.

Comelec spokesperson James 
Jimenez said that “’if Erap (Es-
trada’s monicker) files his COC 
[certificate of candidacy], we 
will accept it. But a protest is 
likely.”

Estrada may face a pre-elec-
tion protest, Jimenez said, like in 
the case of his late friend, actor 
Fernando Poe Jr., who ran for 
the presidency in 2004. A lawyer 
had questioned Poe’s citizenship 
shortly after he filed his COC.

Jimenez said those who want-
ed to contest Estrada’s candidacy 
may file a protest either with the 
Comelec or the Supreme Court.

“It will be a long thing, but 
hopefully not too long. We have 
to prepare the ballots by January 
2010,” he said.

In a report Tuesday, May 19 
Estrada gave the strongest hints 
yet that he would seek a second 
term in the Palace should the 
opposition fail to unite behind a 
single candidate.

He also said it had become 
“clear to me that the opposition 
is 90-percent sure” it will not 
come up with unifying a stan-
dard-bearer. 
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