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Comelec: 2010 poll
automation still on
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10 years to decide,” he added.

Macalintal said waiting for the
resolution of the cases involv-
ing supposed anomalies in the
purchase of the ACMs from MPC
would only make the machines
futile.

“By that time, these 1,991 ACMs
will become totally obsolete or will
be fully deteriorated. In the mean-
time, we lost P1.2 billion and at the
same time the Comelec, since 2004
up to the present, continues to pay
the amount of P3.9 million as stor-
age fees for keeping them at the
Maxilite warehouse. This is indeed
ridiculous, if not highly frivolous, as
the government continues to spend
P3.9 million for storage fees of
1,991 ACMs which we cannot even
use for the purpose for which they
were purchased,” he lamented.

Macalintal appealed to the gov-
ernment to take a “practical and
equitable” move by making use of
the 1,991 ACMs.

He said itis too late for the Com-
elec to purchase new automated
machines at this point.

He said that even if qualified
bidders come up, the poll body
does not have ample time to set up
necessary programs and training to
use the newly acquired automated
machines next year.

“To reiterate, there is nothing
wrong with these machines. Only
legal technicalities made them
wrong. Now is the time to rectify
this wrong and at the same time
prevent another wrong in the off-
ing if the government would still
insist on spending P11.3 billion
for the 2010 automated polls when
all starting bidders were already
disqualified,” he said.

But Melo said the poll is pro-
hibited from using the P1.2 billion
ACMs.

“It’s not possible because as
per Supreme Court’s order, the
Comelec cannot use or touch the
mega pacific machines,” Melo said,
adding that the case is still pending
before the court.

Open election system

Meanwhile, National Security
Adviser Norberto Gonzales has an-
other suggestion to the Comelec on
how it could implement automated
pollsin 2010 even after the bidding
for computerized machines to be
used in balloting failed.

SOLON SUGGESTS
Ask people on Charter change in 2010 polls

by LIRA DALANGIN-FERNANDEZ
Inquirer.net

how to amend the Constitution, a member of the House of
Representatives proposed last May 13 to throw the question
to the people.

Paranaque Representative Roilo Golez said that a question could
be inserted in the ballots in the May 2010 election on whether or not
the voters favor a constitutional convention to amend the Charter.

Golez said he would file a House concurrent resolution last May 13
invoking Section 3 of Article XVII of the Constitution that states that
“The Congress may..., by a majority vote of all its Members, submit
to the electorate the calling of such a (constitutional) convention.”

“Let the people, not Congress, decide whether they want a con
con,” he said in a text message. “Thus, they will vote yes or no for
con con, instead of having to select delegates already in the 2010
elections.”

This way, he said the people would be able to decide “whether
they want charter change and whether it should be by con con.”

With the yes or no proposition, Golez said the issue of Charter
change “becomes less politicized and clearer.”

“This option makes the clear statement: Let the people decide,”
he added.

The congressman warned that the voters could be exposed to “an
overdose of political noise and indigestion” if they would also have
to elect delegates for the constitutional convention together with the
national and local candidates in 2010.

On the hearing of the committee on constitutional amendments
last May 12, several members have expressed an inclination toward
constitutional convention to amend the Constitution, even as Speaker
Prospero Nograles said the House would consider this option when
Congress resumes session in August.

Nograles said that for now, the majority bloc in the House would
see how House Resolution 1109 would prosper at the committee
level and in plenary.

HR 1109 seeks to convene Congress into a constituent

assembly.
m WIMDSOR CAPITAL

NOW
isthe &
perfect time

to buy!

ﬁ S congressmen can’t seem to agree among themselves on

Hmerrmie  beoaalsfwhifisnee 5% Do pymet
Hiiiimenth 200,000 (AFR1511%) §T000
Slldi'manth 300,000 KRR LAL%) 510,500
S17TH0'manth 400000 (KPR S.IND%| §14,000
AN s paryrmeaby (KO LU E monShly maodtoage
[30rpear Nued principal and isteses paymenis), propery MEHF;IEDLI Epﬂ::.rdi
tacees, fre irsutance and private merigage imurnce! 925‘5‘;;"3 a1
Dewapayment Sguees dsume thal seller will caery all iy II 2 i
heriiig vt mp B2 3 6% alleiwable imedit m:‘minﬁ*!-rw'w'

I e pupt, o el 0 Chamae R (0d BECT {PTLE el paie B spdy Maumam P
o g FHA e 160 o] - s et s et et By o o e Brirrall. e, nal i
Wnihar | apisl Maryage (orp Frpurtmes] of e [t lerer B

LORETO & MEDINA, LLP

IMMIGRATION ATTORNEYS

If wour loved one was deperred and vou're hoping o
bring him or her back to the U.S., let us show you how to
do !

If vou have any crimes, committed any frand, overstayed
in the U5, or committed any other immigration violation
and vou now wish to apply for a card or
citizenship, we mighi be able to help vou overcome these
obstacles to your application!
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If vour case was demied by the USCEY, AAQ, BIA or

Ellaine Loreto, Esg Lo o : 7
Ninth Circarit and vou don’t know what to do next, allow

us to explain yvour options!
We offer unique solutions to your complex immigration problems. We do:

H-1B=TN =D« P |-1 waivers = PERM s Nursess Employment-based
Family-based « Naturalization » Derivative citizenship
I-601 waivers of inadmissibility « Motions to re-open » Appeals

1430 E. Chapman Avenue, 2 Floor, Orange, CA 92866
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DIVORCE ¢ PERSONAL INJURY

Vi[5 e Laving i rlsts = WV OrKmen s Lompensation

Fast, Effective and Aggressive Representation at Reasonable Costs
Mamber: State bar of Calilornia « Integraind Bar, Philippiess « Amaericen Immigration Lawyers Associstion
= Hathonal Associstion of Conumaer Barkruptey Atfcarneya

IMMIGRATION BANKRUPTCY

= Green Cared, Working Visa, Labor Certification for « Chapter 7
Professional Workars, Care Home Worlers & Housekeapars » Chapter 13

= H1-B Visa and PERM
* |[mmigrant & Non-immigrant Visas

y hip | MORTGAGE LOAN
= Deportation & Asylum
= Affidawit of Support & U.5. Embassy Assistanca MDDIFchTlﬂH

* LS. Citizenship
FREE CONSULTATION FOR BANKRUPTCY, PERSONAL INJURY AND WORKER'S COMEP.
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Book your trip to the Philippines through LBC Travel and you can

SHIP YOUR BALIKBAYAN
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CHOOSE LEC TRAVEL AND YOU GET:

FIRST CLASS SERVICE - Our knowledgeable and helpful travel
specialists will help you every step of the way and make your trip to

the Philippines the best experience you can have.

EXTRA LUGGAGE SPACE - Ship one Balikbayan box on us
when you purchase one adult RT ticket (PAL flights only)

BIG SAVINGS -

Being a PAL consolidator we

are able to give you competitive air fares everyday.
PLUS don't forget with the free Balikbayan box
shipment we are giving you, you can save as
much as $150 on extra luggage costs!

*Restrictions apply.

For reservation and other inquiries please call LBC Travel:

(800) 241-1304




