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NEW YORK—Ambassador Willy C. 
Gaa Tuesday said that the processing of 
the claims of Filipino World War II vet-
erans under the Filipino Veterans Equity 
Fund remains on track.

“We are in constant dialogue with the 
US Department of Veterans’ Affairs,” 
Ambassador Gaa said. “As of today, ap-
proximately 31,000 claims have been 
received and 1,661 checks have been 
sent to our veterans both here and in 
the Philippines, while another 242 have 
been approved and are about to have 
checks sent out,” he added.

“We are very grateful to all those who 
have been instrumental in ensuring the 
implementation of this monumental 
measure.  We understand the great care 
that must go into this process to ensure 
that the benefits go only to those truly 

deserving. But I would also like to ex-
press the hope that given the situation 
our veterans are facing, that the time 
our veterans have to wait to receive their 
benefits could be reasonably reduced,” 
the Ambassador also said.

According to an e-mail sent by Ronald 
Sagudan, AA/PI Liaison at the US 
Department of Veterans Affairs, it takes 
an average of 46.6 days for the approved 
claims to be processed.
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Dateline Philippines

“It’s 101 percent,” he said in an ambush interview 
before the Senate session started. “As of now, I’m really 
determined, decided to run.”

Lacson, a former chief of the Philippine National 
Police who turns 61 on June 1, said he would run on an 
anticorruption platform.

He promised to rid the government of crooks and grafters, 

and to provide “a level playing field” for all Filipinos.
“My vision is very clear,” Lacson said. “The No. 1 problem 

of this country is government. And the solution is likewise 
government. So we have to correct government if we want 
to solve the problems of this country.”

With a 1.5-million bureaucracy, “correcting the system” 

Lacson declares bid 
for presidency in 2010

Vows to go after crooks in government
by Michael Lim Ubac

Inquirer.net

MANILA—It’s a go for Sen. Panfilo Lacson.
Without fanfare, Lacson unequivocally declared his 

intention to seek the presidency in 2010 last May 12. It will 
be his second try after 2004.

EAGLE ROCK—DON’T call her Forrest 
Gump. Yet.

A small crowd gathered at the Eagle 
Rock mall to wish Joy Rojas a happy birth-
day and a safe trip to the US on foot.

Rojas began her journey to being the 
first Filipina to run across America last 
Sunday, May 10. Rojas is running from 
Eagle Rock to New York City.

Pinay to run across America

Processing of Filipino vets’ 
claims ‘on track,’ says Gaa

Rojas from Manila 
was the first woman to 
run across the Philip-
pines in 2005. 

The 44-year-old 
journalist said that 
this adventure, which 
she calls “Takbong 
Pangarap” or “dream 
run” has been a lifelong 
dream.

“For some strange 
reason I was dreaming 
of running across the 
United States, and now 
I’m here so there must 
be a reason why I’m 
here,” said Rojas, who 

is donating proceeds from the run to 
the anti-tuberculosis program in the 
Philippines and the Philippines Heart 
Center. “You know so you just have to go 
for it. Not everybody has this privilege of 
being able to do this so just go for it.”

And she’s going for it. 
For the next four months, she’ll be 

Joy Rojas � AJPress Photo by Andy Tecson

The Philippines, which lagged behind its more 
economically progressive neighbors in Asia in previous 
years, is now outperforming most of its East and 

Southeast Asian neighbors, and will continue to make headway 
at least for a couple more years.

This assessment appeared in the New York Times which 
cited the Philippines for its improved economic management 
amid the global crisis.

The article, written by Philip Bowring, said the Philippines’ 
expects a gross domestic product (GDP) growth of 2 to 3 percent 
this year—a rate superior to its East Asian peers except China 
and Vietnam, and a sharp contrast to the negative growths 
elsewhere.

The Philippines registered an average growth rate of 4.5 
percent in the past seven years. 

The New York Times said the relatively strong performance 
this year of the Philippines will be due to its biggest long-term 
weakness—reliance on overseas workers’ remittances which 
account for 10 percent of GDP and the bulk of its foreign 
exchange earnings.

Though remittances of overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) are 
expected to weaken from $16 billion in 2008, the remittances 
have held up well thus far.

A second bright spot—in contrast with the woes of the Asian 
electronics manufacturing sectors—is in call centers and busi-
ness process outsourcing (BPO) which should keep growing, 

RP is ok thus far, says 
New York Times

MANILA—A national 
identification system is in the 
offing.

The Social Security System (SSS) 
is leading other government agencies 
in drawing up guidelines for a unified 
ID and is starting the bidding for its 
manufacture.

Romulo Neri, SSS president and chief 
executive officer, has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Rey Aquino, 
Philippine Health Insurance Corp. (Phil-
health) president and chief executive of-
ficer; Jaime Fabiana, Home Development 
Mutual Fund (HDMF) officer-in-charge; 
and Winston Garcia, Government Ser-

vice Insurance System (GSIS) president 
and general manager, for this purpose.

The four agencies have agreed to pool 
funds to start bidding out the contract for 
the production of a unified ID, with the 
SSS as the lead agency in conducting the 
bid.

Launched last year, the Unified Multi-
Purpose ID System (UMID) requires all 
government agencies and government-
owned and controlled corporations to 
streamline and harmonize their identifi-
cation systems.

The program is being implemented by 
the National Economic and Development 
Authority.

The UMID also aims to enhance the in-
tegrity of state-issued ID cards, facilitate 
the public’s transactions with the govern-
ment, and cut costs from producing dif-
ferent IDs.

Under the project, the four agencies 
will adopt a common ID card with a com-
mon reference number to be issued by 
the National Statistics Office.

The social security identification sys-
tem is the core of the UMID system.

The card would also make use of the 
automated fingerprint ID system.

The GSIS is a pioneer in the issuance 
of multi-purpose cards through its eCard 
Plus. (Philstar.com)

Government moves closer to
national ID system

MACTAN, Cebu—President Arroyo has signed into 
law the National Tourism Policy Act of 2009, which 
aims to solidify the status of the tourism industry 

as an engine of growth and development.
The President chose to sign Republic Act 9593 at the new 

GMA signs 
Tourism Act

by Marvin Sy
Philstar.com

President Arroyo signs into law Republic Act 9593, or the Tourism Policy Act of 
2009, during the One Visayas Summit on Climate Change at the Imperial Palace 
Waterpark Resort Hotel in Lapu-Lapu City last May 12. With her are Tourism Secretary 
Ace Durano (far right) and the authors and sponsors of the law led by Sen. Richard 
Gordon (left front).
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THE MUSICAL DEBUT THAT WILL MAKE HISTORY

All Roads Lead 
to FASO

The musical debut 
that will make history


