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BN Obama ready to move
on immigration

ATTY. JOHNSON LAZARO

RESIDENT Barack

PObama ignited some

heated controversy re-

cently with his declaration to go

public about America’s immi-

gration system as early as this
summer.

While many argue that Obama’s
decision to handle immigration
in the middle of a recession is
poor judgment, many Americans,
especially of Hispanic descent,
praise Obama’s efforts.

Obama’s decision to pursue
the immigration issue remains
consistent about his pledge from
last year to Hispanic groups who
begged for change in America’s
immigration policy.

And while the White House has
stated that immigration will not
take precedence over health care
and energy proposals, the issue
is still one of great importance to
the majority of the people.

“I know this is an emotional is-
sue,” President Obama recently
stated in March. “I know it's a
controversial issue. I know that
the people get real riled up politi-
cally about this.”

Many Republicans heavily op-
posed Obama’s immigration poli-
cy that proposes to find a way for
illegal immigrants already in the
United States, a clear and consis-
tent path to legalization.

Others even doubt the immi-
gration issue will be addressed
this year, despite Obama’s plan
to form working groups from

both political parties to form leg-
islation as early as next fall.

And this doubt raises a lot of
concern and anxiety for the many
illegal and legal immigrants cur-
rently living in the US.

What rights will I gain? What
rights will I lose? Will there be a
massive overhaul for illegal im-
migrants? What all requirements
will be made specific in order to
gain citizenship?

All those questions, none of
them answered.

Not yet anyway.

But I've always went by the
cliché, “it’s better to be safe than
sorry,” and I think that expres-
sion holds true for the current
immigration debate.

With legislation possibly going
into effect as early as next fall,
the time is minimal before illegal
immigrants could earn a right to
citizenship and already legalized
citizens would be questioned for
their papers and documentation.

That is why I highly suggest
newly established immigrants
from the Philippines to take the
time to gather their immigration
papers and consult an immigra-
tion lawyer.

Why? If the current recession
isn’t enough proof, it’s safe to say
we live in a rather unsafe and un-
predictable society. Things can
change and they can change for
the worse at any given moment.

Who knows were legislation
will stand on immigration by
fall?

There’s a strong possibility
that the current economic crisis
and plethora of other national
issues will take precedence, but
Obama’s goal to address immi-

gration also shall not be over-
looked.

Obama will likely face a lot
of debate and criticism not only
from the public, but also from
Congress. Still, I think Obama
takes this issue personal and
want to find a better option for
the some 12 million illegal immi-
grants in the US.

Many opponents of immigra-
tion reform stress that massive
legalization would further take
jobs away from Americans, but
the point may be a little mute
because as one White House Ad-
ministration official put it, “Mr.
Obama’s plan does not add new
workers to the American work
force, but rather recognizes mil-
lions of illegal immigrants al-
ready working in America.”

The White House is currently
calculating public support for
fixing the immigration system,
which is already commonly ac-
knowledged as “broken.” Ac-
cording to early reports from the
study, the supportive voters ap-
pear to outweigh the opposition.

All these signs point to an early
and possibly swift debate on im-
migration.

*k*k

Lazaro and Associates is a Filipino-owned
law firm that handles civil litigation. The
firm's offices are located in San Francisco,
Fremont/Newark/Union City California, Makati
City (Philippines). Telephone (415)278-9577.
E-mail: Law@LazaroLaw.com. Website: www.
LazaroLaw.com.
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This article should not be taken as legal advice
for any individual case or situation. The information is
intended to be general and should not be relied upon
for any specific situation. This is not meant to create
a lawyer-client relationship.
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IMMIGRATION
HIGHLIGHTS

ATtty. CRISPIN LozANO

OP federal and state

T officials announced

last Monday a major
nationwide crackdown on loan
modification scams. California
Civil Code 2945 makes it illegal
for foreclosure consultants and
real estate brokers and agents
to contract a loan modification
work once a Notice of Default
has been filed. Only California
attorneys are allowed to nego-
tiate loan modification when a
Notice of Default has been filed.
If a notice of default has not been
filed, foreclosure consultants in-
cluding real estate brokers and
agents cannot collect any money
forloan modification until a writ-
ten agreement with the borrow-
er to modify the loan has been
approved by the Department of
Real Estate and the contracted
loan modification work has been
successfully completed.
Question: Are attorneys con-
sidered as foreclosure consul-
tants?

Answer: No. California attor-
neys are licensed to practice law
in California and are not included
as foreclosure consultant.

Question: What are examples
of foreclosure scams?

Answer: The following are ex-
amples of foreclosure scams:

Non lawyers collecting down
payment for loan modification or

How to avoid loan
modification scams

other services in connection with
residential mortgage.

A scam artist will ask you to
sign a deed on your residence
and he will take care of paying
the mortgage while he allows you
to stay in your residence and pay
him rent on the property. The
truth here is that you are still li-
able on the mortgage and the
scam artist is getting your rent
but at the same time he is not
paying the mortgage.

Question: What are the ways
the scam can be avoided?

Answer: Some of the ways to
avoid scam are:

Do not disclose personal infor-
mation such as your name, ad-
dress, social security number to
anyone who is not licensed to do
business of loan modification.

Call the State Bar of California
at 1-800-843-9053 to check if the
lawyer you are dealing with is an
active member in good standing.

If you are dealing with a Real
Estate Broker or Agent, call the
Department of Real Estate at
(916) 227-0770 to verify the le-
gality of any contract proposal by
the foreclosure consultants.

If you are a victim of scam, re-
port the case to the State Attor-
ney General Office at (916) 445-
9555.

Do not sign anything that you
did not read and understand.

Note: This is not a legal ad-
vice. We provide free consulta-
tion on loan modification only.
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A. Family Based Preferences:

1. First Preference Unmarried
Sons and Daughter of Citizens -

DR. VAL’S DENTAL VIEWS

DR. VALEREE DE LEON

REVENTION is the key

Pto keeping your teeth

healthy and your smile
beautiful for a life time.

Why brush?

Brushing your teeth after
meals and between-meals
snacks not only gets rid of food
particles, it removes plaque, the
sticky film that forms on teeth.
Plaque is made up of bacteria
that produce acids that cause
tooth decay and gum disease,
so thorough removal of plaque
is the main goal of brushing. Us-
ing a fluoride toothpaste is also
important because the fluoride
reduces bacteria levels, as well
as remineralizes tooth surfaces,
making them stronger.

Generally, a brush with soft,
end-rounded or polished bris-
tles is less likely to injure gum
tissue or damage the tooth
surface. The size, shape and
angle of the brush should al-
low you to reach every tooth.
Children need smaller brushes
than those designed for adults.
Remember, worn-out tooth-
brushes can not properly clean

How to keep your teeth in your mouth and not in the glass

your teeth and may injure your
gums. Normally toothbrushes
should be replaced every three
(3) months or when the bristles
how sign of wear or right after
a sickness.

Why floss?

To prevent tooth decay and
gum disease, plaque must be
thoroughly removed from all
tooth surfaces. Unfortunately,
your brush can’t reach effec-
tively between your teeth and
under the gumline because
tooth decay and periodontal
disease often start in these ar-
eas, it is as important to floss on
a daily basis as it is to brush.

Flossing is a skill that needs
to be learned. Do not be dis-
couraged if you find it difficult
at first. With practice, you will
find that flossing takes only a
few minutes of your time each
day.

There are also other types of
interdental cleaners, such as
thin spiral brushes or wedge-
shaped wooden sticks that can
be used to help keep your gums
and the spaces between your
teeth clean and healthy. Your
dentist or dental hygienist can
help you choose, and instruct
you on the proper use of the
oral health aides that are best
for you.

What about mouthwashes,
toothpastes and other oral care

products?

There are variety of products
available to help support your
oral health. Mouthrinses, gels
and toothpastes with fluoride
can be used to help prevent
decay. Some mouthwashes and
toothpastes contain ingredients
with antibacterial properties
and can help prevent or control
gingivitis (gum inflammation).
Others contain ingredients to
reduce the formation of tartar,
the hardened plaque that forms
on teeth over time.

Gum and mints containing
xylitol, a natural sweetener that
reduces decay causing bacte-
ria, can be used as part of an
overall strategy to help reduce
cavities. Additional information
about products are available at
the California Dental Associa-
tion.

Are regular check-ups really
that important?

Yes! When your dentist looks
in your mouth, he or she is not
only looking for the signs of
tooth decay and gum disease,
but also for signs of systemic
diseases as your mouth is of-
ten a good indicator of your
overall health. Conditions such
as precancerous oOr cancer-
ous lesions, diabetes, blocked
salivary glands, and even HIV
or AIDS can often be detected
in an oral exam. Additionally,
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times and in bad. There’s no
moral relativism on this. Each is
precious to God or He wouldn’t
have sacrificed His own Son if He
didn’t think we were worth the
time and trouble. Each murder
is a grievous sin against the Holy
Spirit from whom all life comes.
It is us who has discounted our
own worth.

Part of the reason we have dis-
counted the value of human life is
that modern society has become
so desensitized to violence and
death via the content in films,
games and media that pass for
entertainment these days, that
we take life for granted as though
it means nothing. Add to that is
the easy access to the cheap kill-
ing machines, guns that only the
very sane, the very mature and
the upright should be given the
license to own. If the strictest
of standards for gun ownership
were really enforced, maybe only
a tiny percent of the population
can own guns.

Does hell exist? How is punish-
ment meted out in the afterlife?
In the physical universe, scien-
tists claim that there are black
holes in the known universe that
can’t be seen by human eyes but
with gravitation so strong that
it suctions, as in a whirling cos-
mic cauldron stirred by mighty
forces, all the stars and planetary
systems that come within its or-
bit, so strong that not even light
can escape. Need a visual for

hell aside from Dante’s Inferno?
Black holes could fit the bill as a
repository for lost souls, a cold,
dark, fetid, eternal state of gnaw-
ing pain and bitter regret, filled
with the piercing screams of the
damned, without the presence of
God, and forever blotted out from
all memory except their own.

Is it possible that the morally
bankrupt and depraved, regard
the taking of a life as an option
when things do not go their way
or when the course of their lives
hit a snag and overweening pride
tells them to end it all, instead of
getting down on their knees to
pray to the God of their beings for
the humility, the courage and the
strength to endure? Gone is the
fear of God, much less the love
of God. As we steer farther and
farther away from God and place
something else in the center of
our lives, scenarios of helpless-
ness and despair such as what we
are witnessing more frequently
these days may be expected to
unfold with eerie regularity.

Many of us have become ego-
centric, overly individualistic,
self-absorbed individuals. Per-
haps during this period of test-
ing, we would be a lot happier,
healthier and less prone to veer
towards lives of quiet despera-
tion if we focused less and less
on ourselves and more on the
welfare of the other person and
commit spontaneous, frequent
acts of kindness and generosity
to family members, total strang-

for...

ers and even those we struggle to
love. It would be a tough slog but
still doable.

There was one telling incident
I never quite forgot. Long ago,
I was running breathlessly huff-
ing and puffing in my stilettos
to drop some coins on a parking
meter on Wilshire Boulevard I
knew had expired because of a
long, drawn-out presentation I
was making on the upper floor of
a nearby high rise. Fortunately, I
narrowly missed getting a thirty-
some dollar fine from the park-
ing enforcer because a panhan-
dler had dropped some coins for
my car’s meter, from his can of
coins. It stunned me to see him
feeding all the meters that were
expiring on that block. Of course,
he may have been merely trying
to annoy the heck out of the park-
ing enforcer. Who knows? I only
saw the kindness in the act. That
stayed with me. From then on, I
would remember and always be
inspired by the completely anon-
ymous gesture of that person
who had practically nothing but
still gave of the little he had.

That’s when I knew kindness is
contagious like the flu.

* k %
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there is growing evidence of
links between periodontal dis-
ease (gum disease) and heart
disease, some respiratory dis-
eases and low-birth weight ba-
bies. To maintain your general
health, it is important to main-
tain you oral health!

Beyond the connection to
your general health, regular
dental care is essential to pre-
venting more complicated den-
tal problems form developing.
Good oral hygiene practices,
that includes daily brushing
and flossing, eating a healthy

diet and visiting your dentist for
a check-up twice a year or as
often as dentist recommends is
the best way to keep your teeth
healthy and in your mouth and
not in the glass.
* % %
To find out if you would benefit from denture
reline or new dentures, call Dr. De Leon for
a free consultation at 650-697-9000. Dr. de
Leon is with Millbrae Smile Center located
at 15 El Camino Real, Millbrae CA . She is a
member of American Academy of Cosmetic
Dentistry, Academy of Laser Dentistry,
ADA,CDA, SMCDS And AGD.
(Advertising Supplement)

August 1, 1993

This Preference did not ad-
vance since last month.

2. Second Preference:

a. Spouses and Minor Children
of Permanent Residents - Oct. 08,
2004

This Preference advanced by 7
weeks since last month.

b. Unmarried Sons and Daugh-
ter 21 years and over of Lawful
Permanent Residents - Feb. 1,
1998

This Preference advanced by 2
weeks since last month.

3. Third Preference Married
Sons and Daughters of Citizens
- June 22, 1991

This Preference advanced by
one week since last month.

4. Fourth Preference Broth-
ers and Sisters of Adult Citizens
- July 8, 1986

This Preference advanced by 2
weeks since last month.

B. Employment Based Prefer-
ences:

1. Third Preference — Skilled
Workers & Professionals - Un-
available

2. Unskilled — Other Workers
- Unavailable

3. Scheduled A Workers - Un-
available

Immigration tips of the week

We again have successfully ob-
tained a waiver of fraud or mis-
representation in Immigration
Court for a green card holder
who entered as single but is actu-
ally married.

Denied adjustment of status
and Naturalization applications
are now being sent to the Immi-
gration Court.

Income tax filing is required in
the proposed legalization. Indi-
vidual Tax Identification Number
(ITIN) can be used for filing tax
returns and is required before
bank accounts can be opened.
Our office assists clients in ob-
taining ITIN.

* % %

Crispin Caday Lozano is an active member of
the State Bar of California and he practice
real estate and immigration law. He earned
his Juris Doctor at Western State University
in Fullerton, California. He is also a CPA and
a licensed Real Estate Broker. His offices are
located at 17057 Bellflower Blvd. Suite 205,
Bellflower, CA 90706 and 1290 B Street, Suite
205, Hayward, California 94541 and at 777 N.
First St., Suite 333, San Jose, CA 95112. You
can contact him at telephone (562) 461-1355
and (510) 538-7188.
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