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RP robotics team readies for world finals

Team, DOST razsing funds to support team

by ALEXANDER VILLAFANIA
Inquirer.net

ANILA—After a
successful win at
the regional FIRST

Robotics Competition in Ha-
waii, a Filipino team is set to
compete against 300 foreign
teams in the world champion-
ships in the US.

Team Lagablab (Filipino term
for “flame”) is sending its entry,
a robot named “Larry Labuyo,”
to Atlanta, Georgia in the US.

They expect to compete with
teams from Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Germany, Israel, the
Netherlands and Mexico.

The FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition Championships will start
on April 17 to 18.

Team Lagablab is composed
of about 20 students from the
Philippine Science High School
(PSHS), one of the science high
schools managed by the De-

partment of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST).

The team already won the
Highest Rookie Seed Award
and the Rookie All-Star Award
at the regional finals in Hawaii,
the latter award giving the Phil-
ippines the slot for the world
championships.

DOST  Secretary Estrella
Alabastro said the Philippine
team’s achievements at the re-
gional finals hope to spark pub-
lic and private sector support
for the country’s science edu-
cation programs.

She stressed the importance
of building a culture of science
among young Filipinos, as it is
an integral part of nation-build-
ing.

“As of now, we're still far
from what is recommended in
building a culture of science.
So far, we only have 106 sci-
entists per million people. The

UNESCO (United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) recom-
mends 360 scientists per mil-
lion people,” Alabastro said.

DOST Undersecretary Fortu-
nato de la Pena said the agency
is hoping to raise at least P3
million to send all of the team
members to the US.

So far, the agency has raised
about P1.5 million.

Meanwhile, DOST-Science
Education Institute Director Es-
ter Ogena said that as part of a
program for continuous learn-
ing on robotics, the agency
would conduct smaller robot-

ics competitions among the
100 science high schools in the
country.

Ogena said a standard robot-
ics kit would be introduced dur-
ing the National Science and
Technology Week celebrations
in July. (Inquirer.net)
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= Loan Modification
= Late Amnesty Filing

« PERM Labor Certification

ITIN Application

= Waiver of Misrepresentation and Unlawful presence
* Renewal of Green Cards -
» Relief from Removal in Court

= Family Petition = U.5. Embassy Processing
* Adjustment of Status - Fiancée Visa, K1, K3

Naturalization
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WEEKLY SHIPPING SCHEDULES
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Pasado sa test with flying colors.
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sSpringtime na naman, 50 let your
garden be rebom with joyous colors,
Mga halaman na meticulously bred
for their uniqueness and tested by
experts, Lowe's Garden Club Select
plants display superior bloom size,
form and color - all at Lowe's everyday
low prices. Bisitahin ang aming
website for seedlings, garden tools,
patio furniture at iba pa, plus useful tips
for getting the most out of your garden,
all at Lowes.com/Spring

Say hello to nature sa

pamamagitan ng Lowe’s
Asian Gift Cand at Lowes.comyGiftcards,
at gamitin ito for all your purchases
online or at the store.

Let's Build Something Together™




