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Panlilio critics pounce
on 2010 plans

by JuLie M. AureLio

Inquirer.net

ANILA—A  former
supporter and cam-
paign contributor of

Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio
said the priest-on-leave should
forget his plans for the presi-
dency.

In a press conference on Tues-
day, Lolita Hizon, a major con-
tributor to Panlilio’s campaign
kitty in 2007, claimed the priest-
-who significantly increased the
collection of fees from quarrying Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio
in Pampanga and stopped the corruption attending the process--had
done nothing for Pampanga.

“What has he done? He keeps on going around the country, cam-
paigning. He doesn’t do his job as governor,” said Hizon.

She claimed that the governor was often out of his office, instead
of staying put and issuing administrative orders.

“There would be more accomplishments if he would just sit down,”
Hizon said.

She also called Panlilio a “hard-headed fellow” and described him
as “ignorant of governance.”

Hizon said she had a falling out with the governor after discovering
that Panlilio allegedly did not report a P1-million campaign contri-
bution to the Commission on Elections, and that the governor only
reported P5 million.

“People should learn a lesson and think 10 times before support-
ing him for the presidency,” Hizon said, adding that Panlilio should
step down from office.

Meanwhile, Candaba Mayor Jerry Pelayo doubted if Panlilio could
win votes for his presidential bid in his home province of Pampan-
ga.

“In the coming elections, if almost all his supporters withdraw their
financial support, then how can he win as President?” Pelayo asked.

He also slammed the governor for severely putting down his town
mayors and other provincial officials.

“Nakakahiya na taga-Pampanga siya, pero palagi niyang dinudu-
rog ang dangal ng mga taga-Pampanga (It's embarassing that he’s
from Pampanga and yet, he’s always destroying the honor of the
people from Pampanga,” Pelayo added.

Earlier, Panlilio warned that jueteng has been going on unabated
in Pampanga because the police were tolerating it.

Bayani still intent on running for president

ANILA—As far as Bayani Fernando is concerned, he is still

Min the running to become the country’s next president.

The Metropolitan Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) chair urged Sen. Miguel Zubiri to stop making statements
that he has been removed from the short list of Lakas-CMD presiden-
tial bets.

Zubiri, the secretary-general of Lakas, earlier said that Fernando
was out of the running due to his poor ranking in surveys.

Fernando, however, claimed that the administration party has not
yet decided who to field in the presidential elections, and that all its
members—not just Zubiri—must vote on the matter.

The MMDA chair added that despite earlier reports, he has no plans
of forming his own political party as he allegedly threatened to do if
the party refused to endorse his bid for the presidency. (Inquirer.net)
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SC asked to rule on baselines law

by TETCH TORRES
Inquirer.net

ANILA—Lawyers,
partylist  groups,
and law students

have asked the Supreme Court
to declare as unconstitution-
al Republic Act 9522 or the
Baselines law for allegedly
“radically changing the Philip-
pine territory in contrary not
only to the Constitution but to
several international treaties
as well.”

In its petition for certiorari
and prohibition with prayer
for the issuance of a writ of
preliminary prohibitory in-
junction and/or temporary
restraining order, petitioners,
led by the Center for Interna-
tional Law (CenterLaw), told
the high court that it was nec-
essary to stop the executive
department from depositing
the new law to the United Na-
tions Secretary General.

When this happens, the Phil-
ippines will be bound to the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
they said.

“The subsequent invalida-
tion by the Honorable Court
of the same law for being un-
constitutional cannot undo
the legal effect of its having
been already registered and
deposited with the UN-the
dismemberment of the Phil-
ippine national territory,” the
petitioners said.

The new baselines law was
passed supposedly to meet the
deadline set by the UNCLOS
[T regime for member-States
to draw its baselines on or be-
fore May 13.

But petitioners argued that
the new law could not amend
the 1987 Constitution which
defined the Philippine archi-
pelago.

The 1987 Constitution also
used as basis for defining
the Philippine archipelago
the Treaty of Paris, Treaty of
Washington and the Conven-
tion between the US and Great
Britain in 1930.

Under the Treaty of Paris,
Philippine territory takes the
form of a rectangle measuring
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600 miles in width and 1200
miles in length but the large
areas have been chopped by
RA 9522.

The new law, the petitioners
added, did not include 1,500
square nautical miles of terri-
torial waters.

“By surrendering the above-
mentioned territorial waters
through passage of RA 9522,
excluding the Kalayaan Island
Group (KIG) and Scarborough
Shoal from the baseline, the
State has reneged on its con-
stitutional duty to protect our
exclusive marine wealth and
offshore fishing grounds of
our subsistence fishermen,”
petitioners said.

They added that the final
version of the law contradict-
ed the 1987 Constitution when
it made the “waters around,
between and connecting the
islands of the archipelago”
subject to the use of foreign

vessels as well as the airspace
for foreign planes.

Petitioners added that we
would no longer have any con-
trol in the entry of foreign ves-
sels to what would be formerly
part of our territorial waters if
the law would be implemented.
These vessels would include
nuclear warships, whose entry
into our waters has been pro-
hibited under our Constitution.

They added that we also
no longer have any control in
preserving natural resources
in the area because RA 9522
technically made the natu-
ral resources available for all
since it no longer belonged to
the Philippines.

Petitioners said provisions
of the law clearly showed that
grave abuse of discretion was
committed by the legislators.

Petitioners included UP
professor and lawyer Merlin
Magalona, Akbayan partylist

Representative Risa Hontive-
ros-Baraquel, lawyer Harry
Roque of Center Law and
students from UP College of
Law.

Respondents include Ex-
ecutive Secretary Eduardo
Ermita, Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Alberto Romulo, Budget
Secretary Rolando Andaya,
Diony Ventura, administration
of the National Mapping and
Resource Information Author-
ity and retired Supreme Court
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr.
as permanent representative
of the permanent mission of
the Republic of the Philippines
to the UN.

President Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo signed the bill on
March 12.

The controversial measure
sparked a protest from China,
which like the Philippines also
has claims on the Kalayaan
Group of Island.
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