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IT was a rare enough occur-
rence: a political event that lived
up to its hype. Sen. Francis
“Chiz” Escudero’s handlers told
the public to expect a “bomb-
shell,” and a bombshell was
exactly what it got. Instead of
declaring his intention to run
for president, Escudero used his
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news conference to announce
his resignation from his political
party, the Nationalist People’s
Coalition.

The news came as a shock
to most of his party-mates; the
NPC, which took its present
shape in 1992 when business-
man Eduardo “Danding” Co-

juangco Jr. mounted his presi-
dential candidacy, called an
emergency meeting right after
the announcement.

Escudero’s resignation car-
ries serious implications for
his 2010 political plans, but it
also bears still undetermined
consequences for the very fu-

ture of the NPC.

Three points seem worth be-
laboring.

The first analysts interviewed
on air opined that Escudero
may have resigned because of
a “failure of unity” in the party.
This suggests that the NPC,
once directly run by a hands-on
Cojuangco, remains the tightly
controlled, highly disciplined
party it once was. In fact, the
NPC since 2003 can be said
to be united only in the loose
sense.

In 2003, under the leadership
of Gilbert Teodoro, then a Tarlac
congressman, the NPC success-
fully impeached Hilario Davide
Jr., then the chief justice of the
Supreme Court. (The party used
the one-thirds-vote provision in
the Constitution.) The po-
litical crisis was defused only
when both the Senate and
the House immediately ad-
journed, and the high court
eventually ruled the maneu-
ver (which effectively allowed a
second impeachment complaint
against the same official within
a year) unconstitutional.

The costs of that political war
were high; Teodoro, for one, re-
signed as party head—a class
act, unusual in these parts. The
NPC, for another, decided to al-
low its members to go their own
way. Thus, while the NPC allied
itself with the Arroyo admin-
istration in 2004, a significant
number of NPC congressmen,
Escudero among them, cast
their lot with the opposition.

The idea that “unity” was a
factor behind his resignation
Wednesday, therefore, seems
absurd, ahistorical.

The second Escudero made
his announcement, those who
make it their job to closely fol-
low Philippine politics immedi-
ately sensed that perhaps the
real factor behind the resigna-
tion was Escudero’s relationship
with Cojuangco, and the level of
Cojuangco’s commitment. After
all, if he had the total support of
the businessman who controls
San Miguel Corp. and a host of
other businesses, the party could
have split down the middle and
Escudero would still have made
a truly viable candidate for the
presidency. (He garnered 18
million votes in 2007, placing
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second in the Senate race only
to Sen. Loren Legarda.)

But talking of Cojuangco’s
support in this wise undermines
both the true meaning of party
politics, and the reformist image
Escudero projects. That party
financiers determine a political
party’s future is an unfortunate
truism in Philippine politics.
That Escudero’s future within
the NPC seemed so closely
bound to Cojuangco’s purse
strings was an unfortunate reali-
ty for the young politico, a gifted
speaker who served as spokes-

man for Fernando Poe Jr.’s dys-
functional campaign in 2004
and as leader of three failed
attempts to impeach President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

His resignation prompted
Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Satur
Ocampo to burble: “His move to
bolt the NPC is a welcome move
that should develop his capacity
to take on many people’s issues
in performing his duties to the
people.” The possibility that Es-
cudero can become a true reform
candidate, liberated from big
business or even from the Mar-
cos legacy that Cojuangco partly
represents, is there; it’s real.

But the third way of reform-
ist politics does not wait for the
people’s response. And wait is
exactly what Escudero has sig-

naled he would be doing. At

his news conference, he made

some extraordinary state-

ments that can be construed

as reform-oriented: about the

need not to belong to any par-
ty, or the necessity for a politi-
cian not to be beholden to any
group.

But then he asked the pub-
lic for one thing, time to make
a decision, whether or not to
contest the presidency, on his
own.

This does not sound like a
man seized by passion, willing
to stake everything on his
political convictions. Instead,
it sounds like he is waiting
for public clamor to fill the
void of a party-less present.
(Inquirer.net)

Gilbert Teodoro should see the light like Ronnie Puno V

WHEN your Chair Wrecker
was ANC Senior Correspondent
Ricky Carandang’s guest last
October 22 in his The Big Pic-
ture TV show, our discussion on
the dynamics of the 2010 presi-
dential elections shifted to DILG
Secretary Ronnie Puno’s theory
about how the candidates will
divide the 2010 votes.

Ronnie previously told Ricky
that with so many Opposition
candidates running there is a
good chance that the adminis-
tration bet will win. Ronnie was
banking on retaining the 20 to
as much 25% in several SWS
and Pulse Asia surveys that
remained supportive of Ma-
dame Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
(GMA) despite the many scan-
dals and shortcomings of her
administration.

To put this GMA support base
in perspective, the late presi-
dent Elpidio Quirino garnered
nearly 31.08% of the 1953
votes, compared to President
Ramon Magsaysay’s 68.90%,
in what is still considered the
most lopsided presidential elec-
tion. Ronnie’s assumption of a
20 to 25% GMA support base

for the administration bet is
logical.

Ronnie’s assumptions were
obviously based on at least four
Opposition candidates running
for president which theoretical-
ly divides the easily 65% pro-
Opposition pie to an assumed
equal share of 16.25% each.
But this is never the case be-
cause there will eventually be
one presidential candidate who
will dominate and take the big-
gest share of the assumed 65%
Opposition pie (with 10% pre-
sumed undecided or going to
independents).

Once an Opposition front-
runner emerges, there is a ten-
dency to create a bandwagon
effect and Opposition-leaning
voters will gravitate towards the
frontrunner. So, the strongest
of the four Opposition presiden-
tial candidates could eventually
garner anywhere from 30 to
40% while the weakest Oppo-
sition candidate could end up
with only 5 to 10%. Even with
four Opposition candidates run-
ning, the administration presi-
dential candidate will still not
have enough votes to win.

Ronnie Puno’s theory may
have been made before the
Noynoy Aquino phenomenon
happened. This theory retained
a semblance of possibility un-
der the old givens with Sena-
tors Manny Villar, Chiz Escude-
ro, Mar Roxas, Loren Legarda,
Mayor Jojo Binay and pardoned
convicted former president Jo-

survey of the SWS—the equa-
tion has ceased to be a simple
administration versus the Op-
position tug-o-war. Those phe-
nomenal Noynoy Aquino rat-
ings—phenomenal under the
present multi-party conditions
—indicate that the criteria of
the voters have shifted to an
ideological dimension.

seph  Estrada The  vot-
splitting the Op- ers used to
position votes. As I WRECK think  along
With Roxas, the lines of
Legarda  and THIS cHAIR choosing
Binay having the so-called

decided to run
for Vice Presi-
dent instead,
there are now less Opposition
presidential candidates vying
for the assumed 65% pro-Op-
position pie.

After the SWS September 18-
21 nationwide survey confirmed
the strength of the Noynoy
Aquino phenomenon, all these
givens were thrown out of the
window. With the 60% Noynoy
Aquino rating in the Multiple
Choices survey and the 51%
Noynoy Aquino rating in the
single choice Private Rider

Wiliam M. Esposo

lesser evil
among gen-
erally con-

sidered traditional politicians.
The selection has since shifted
to choices between trust ver-
sus distrust, good versus evil,
reform versus status quo and
people empowerment versus
traditional patronage politics.
Under the new givens, Noynoy
Aquino may be heading to-
wards cornering a majority of
the voters - thus leaving the mi-
nority to be shared by both the
administration and Opposition
candidates.

Of course, the gainsayers and
those who are in denial of what
is happening will always posit
that Noynoy Aquino’s high rat-
ings can still slide down. It can
—theoretically—but then the
other side of that theory is that
it can still go up. Two or three
more survey results like this
of the SWS and you can ex-
pect a bandwagon effect push-
ing Noynoy Aquino’s numbers
higher.

Of course, special operations
—the euphemism for the con-
coctions of the dirty tricks de-
partment—are already underway
to make Noynoy Aquino appear
to be as evil as Beelzebub. But
these special operations hardly
affect strong and passionate
brand loyalties, especially when
the alternatives are perceived as
weak and defective brands.

Ronnie Puno must have seen
the handwriting on the wall when
he withdrew from the vice presi-
dential race. This is all déja vu to
him—having witnessed a simi-
lar political occurrence in 1986.
Ronnie would know that special
operations can be a winning fac-
tor if you are trying to overcome

a mere 5% lead. He would know
that he would merely be courting
the experience of the sum of all
his fears if he tries to deny the
poll victory of one who is leading
the closest rival by over 25%.

In our discussion after the TV
show, Ricky Carandang and your
Chair Wrecker agreed that it is
a pity that administration presi-
dential candidate Gilbert Te-
odoro chose to run for president
in 2010. In another time and
under different circumstances,
Teodoro could be a viable can-
didate. In 2010, Teodoro can be
likened to the Marcos KBL can-
didate who ran in the 1987 first
post-Marcos era national elec-
tion for Senators with only two
chances of winning—none and
nil.

Sun Tzu prescribed that it is
a foolish general who fights the
un-winnable battle. Ronnie Puno
saw the light and wisely chose
not to fight the un-winnable bat-
tle. Gilbert Teodoro should seek
enlightenment from Sun Tzu and
Ronnie Puno.

Chair Wrecker e-mail and
website: macesposo@yahoo.
com and www.chairwrecker.
com. (Philstar.com)

“NOBODY listened then. And
nobody listens now.” As floods
from serial typhoons recede, for-
esters and scientists on the Net
gripe about the “incurable deaf-
ness” of officials who are sup-
posed to institute reforms.

Viewpoint's Post mortems (In-
quirer, 10/8/09) cited the 1991
Ormoc flood as more devastat-
ing than “Ondoy” or “Pepeng.”
United Nations officer Jess Rola
cites ignored studies on the Or-
moc deluge. The same teams
also analyzed the disasters that
hit Guinsaugon, St. Bernard
(Leyte) and General Nakar, In-
fanta (Quezon).

Does this blindness stem from
greed? Here are excerpts from
their report bouncing on the
Net:

In Ormoc, the rainfall topped
more than 600 mm in just three
hours—from 7am to 10am. In
contrast, Ondoy dumped 400+
mm in one day. PNOC rain
gauges toppled over after 600
mm. Pagasa readings on Ormoc
bear that out.

One family owns Ormoc’s wa-
tershed (4,100 hectares). State
forest land is a sliver of 100 hect-

ares. In the 1920s, the whole wa-
tershed “was classified alienable
and disposable. A study of titles
and tax records show larceny,
land-grabbbing and corruption
that’d fill volumes.”

In Ormoc, the water “rose
from zero to seven meters in 10
minutes.” Among the eyewit-
ness was a bank president who
clung to a telephone pole for
three hours. Among the 4,000+
who died were squatters resid-
ing on a sandbar in the middle of
the final tributary of three Ormoc
rivers.

Old maps revealed the river
was diverted, in the 1950s, to
favor government infrastructure.
That included a famous resort, in
the original riverbed.

“Incurable deafness is that
of the mind,” Victor Hugo once
said. And in the Congress probe
of the Ormoc disaster, the chair-
man’s first order was to deny the
DENR panel permission to pres-
ent documents on who owned
the watershed lands. “After
that gag, we could only drink to
drown our frustrations,” the ex-
perts said.

Rola also cites Internet ex-

Incurable deafness

changes made View-
by foresters point's  Re-
who argued for VIEWPoINT surgent hope
the publication (Inquirer,
of the names Juan Mercado 10/22/09)
of illegal log- means little

gers. Congress

earlier dared then DENR acting
chief Ricardo Umali to produce
the list of legislators who were
into illegal logging or he’d go to
jail “for dishonoring our names”

Umali, now president and chief
executive officer of Sustainable
Ecosystems International Corp.,
presented the list. Congressmen
quickly tucked tail. “Don’t read
itinto the records,” they whined.
“Just submit and we will evalu-
ate.”

After that, Umali got phone
calls: “scrub my name or else.”
The list remains basically the
same today. Only, more military
officers, who’ve gotten choice
concessions, are now on it.

Publishing the name of offi-
cials who log in vital watersheds
is an essential component of any
reforms in the disaster manage-
ment program that Malacafiang
and Congress tout, the e-mails
suggest.

in the remote
towns of Mindanao, writes Ri-
cardo Martires (name changed
for security). Kahit ilang Noynoy
Aquino o Manny Villar pa ang
mag-presidente, if the same
crocodiles rule the towns,
there’ll be no change.

Convicted but pardoned rapist
Romeo Jalosjos’ daughter, Lana,
will contest the rule of the Yap
family in Baliangao, Misamis Oc-
cidental. “The Jalosjos dynasty,
through the Alliance of People’s
Party, spreads in Zamboanga del
Norte, Zamboanga Sibugay and
part of Misamis Occidental.”

Since birth in the ’60s, Mar-
tires says his town has known
no officials other than the Yaps.
Mayor Rodulio Villanueva Yap
was gunned down in the late
’80s in Zamboanga. His vice
mayor and brother Agapito took
over. He too was shot in 1995,
this time in Cagayan de Oro. His
son Agapito Yap III, who was the

vice mayor, took over. Then, his
uncle Agne Yap was elected. He
then slid to vice mayor when his
term expired. He thus gave way
to his daughter for the mayor-
ship.

The Jalosjos challenge means:
“There are no real choices be-
tween these two, even an iota of
what we call ‘lesser evil’,” Mar-
tires asserts. All over the Philip-
pines, people, at the grassroots,
are not seeing change.

Boto mo, Ipatrol mo or other
groups that advocate political
change cannot match the intimi-
dation from the goons of the tra-
pos. Pagdating sa liblib na mga
localities, even Namfrel or the
Parish Pastoral Council for Re-
sponsible Voting are voiceless,
helpless.

Citizens like us try to teach
our people the need for change.
Help us tell Comelec and the
military: protect the true will of
the people. The press must re-
port that this kind of politics will
still be rampant kahit wala na si
fake president Gloria.

Retired US Army captain
James Hughs e-mails from
Dumaguete his reaction to

Viewpoint's Ear to the ground
(Inquirer, 10/15/09): The power
of this land to be much greater
than it seems: “I've never met
a Filipino parent not trying to
raise children ‘the best way they
can.”” Dumaguete’s academic
community works hard to mold
responsible young men and
women.

Still, we need direct action.
People have a voice. They have
a vote. There is the path to
change. The engines of change
must be Filipino. But I will hold
your coat and protect your back
while you bring change to the
land.

From Butuan City, Carolina
Camara, MD reminds Speaker
Prospero Nograles: “Sixty-nine
days ago, you vowed that all
28 congressmen, who junketed
through US restaurants with
the President, would refund ad-
vances.

“Not a single centavo, so
far, has been returned to us
taxpayers,” the lady-physician
notes. “Are all 28 deadbeats?
The Speaker didn’t listen then.
And he doesn’t listen now?”
(Inquirer.net)
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