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At 40, Aga Muhlach looks ‘bagets’ as ever

by DoLly ANNE CARVAJAL
Inqurer.net

AGA Muhlach is turning 40 on August 12 but he still looks “bagets”
as ever.He's celebrating his birthday in Camsur so he can indulge in his
passion for wakeboarding.

Since I'm close to the Muhlach clan, | saw Ags bloom through the
years. His cousin Liezl, sis Arlene and | used to leave him in discos because
he couldn't stop dancing.

I'll never forget the time we watched Michael Jackson’s concert in
Singapore with other friends in the biz. Ags kept shouting “Idol!”as MJ
performed.

Even if we don't get to see each other often due to our toxic

schedules, Ags has a special way of making his presence felt. When I'm
embroiled in a controversy, he would call to give me well-meaning
advice.l always get a good laugh when | remember the time he
reprimanded me for falling for an actor. Ags gave me a much-needed
wake-up call.

| cornered his cool dad Tito Cheng about the birthday gifts that Aga
used to ask from him during his younger years.”Sobrang hilig ni Ags sa
perfume,”he revealed.”Pag ubos na yung sa kanya, kinukuha niya yung sa
akin.Madalas yun ang lambing niya ‘pag birthday niya. At noong bata pa
siya, he asked me to buy him a two-wheel bike.”

Happy, happy birthday dear Ags! Good to know that we are forever in
each other’s corner.

Birthday boy, too

Cesar Montano's birthday treat, Singing Bee Na, Wowowee Pa in his
hometown Bohol, almost didn’t push through.

“Willie and | were worried na baka magka-stampede,” Buboy said.
“There was a sea of people in the Island City mall and parking lot.
Overwhelming talaga! Unprecedented ang attendance. But when we saw
disabled fans coming up the stage to join the games, tinuloy na namin.
We didn’t want to let them down.”

Backstage, Buboy teased Willie.”Nabili mo nga ang bahay ni Gabby
Lopez for millions pero happy ka ba to be alone in such a mansion? Dapat
magka-pamilya ka na. Masalimuot man ang married life, it's what every
man needs to make him really happy.”

The birthday boy can't be any happier now that his wife Sunshine
and his sis Chedy have made peace. At the height of Shine and Chedy’s
misunderstanding, she and Buboy had a temporary separation. As I've
said before, Buboy shouldn’t be made to choose between his wife and his
sis because he loves them differently but equally.

Thwarted romance

I had fun interviewing Carlo Aquino for my daily show with Ogie Diaz
and Maui Taylor, Stop, Talk & Listen.

| teased him.”Do you regret letting Angelica Panganiban go?”

They were on for six years and parted ways when she turned 18.
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AFTER years of playing sidekick and best
friend to big stars like Ai-Ai de las Alas and Maricel
Soriano, comic Eugene Domingo has finally landed
a solo movie, Kimmy Dora, directed by Joyce Bernal
and produced by Piolo Pascual.

Domingo, who top-bills GMA 7's Adik sa ‘Yo and
Cool Center regards the debut movie as her litmus
test as thespian.

“It’s like doing my college thesis all over again,”
says Domingo, who took up Theater Arts in UP
Diliman.”This movie is like a culminating activity
where | can showcase what I've learned so far.I'm
excited, and grateful that I'm supported by creative
and generous people in my launching film.”

To push her to the limit, scriptwriter Chris
Martinez (who directed her in 700) crafted a dual
role for Eugene:temperamental Kimmy and sweet-

overwhelmed!”

she relates.”l requested that he write something
different and challenging. While shooting, |
wondered if maybe | asked for too much!”

And since she’s portraying twins, Eugene
had to do some scenes twice.”l had to study and 3
remember every detail because | had to do Kimmy
and Dora’s scenes together twice.They have

“I'm thankful that our production designer
and stylist were considerate enough to have a
swimsuit made to especially fit my body,” she
recalls.”l thought everything was okay. But the
camera conked out during the shoot and we had
to re-shoot the swimsuit scene. Crazy camera was

As for kissing one of the world’s sexiest men?

Angelica practically spent her pagdadalaga years with Carlo.Was it
mere coincidence that they split up when Angelica was on the verge of
changing herimage from demure to sexy?

“Of course | regret that we broke up,” he replied.”It was my fault.But |
know she’s happier with Derek Ramsay now than when she was with me.”
What about his thwarted romance with Maja Salvador? “Things got too
complicated,” he said.”“Maja and | were not meant to be.”

Carlo’s heart is now in limbo.How many more heartaches before it
gets to paradise?

Remembering ma

After the taping of my show, | partied with my staff at my fave
hangout, Watering Hole Shangri-la, to celebrate the eve of my mom'’s
birthday. Ma and I had many toasts and laughs in Watering Hole. Being
there makes me miss her more.

I told my staff about the time Tita Cory visited my ma’s wake. | was
so touched when Tijta Cory said she will forever be grateful to my mom
for giving Kris Aquino her first break. Now it's my turn to thank the late
great President Cory Aquino for giving our country its first break from
dictatorship. After Tita Cory was proclaimed President, Kris was a guest in
my mom’s defunct show, See-True.

To this day, that episode remains as the highest rating show of all time
in Philippine TV. After Kris'appearance in ma’s show, she instantly became
a show biz sensation.

Happy Birthday, superwoMOM! Thanks for all the lessons you left me
with to SEE me TRUE. | miss you with every breath | take and love you with
every beat of my heart.

New Darna

The much-awaited return of the Pinay superhero Darna top-billed by
Marian Rivera happens tonight on GMA 7’s prime time Telebabad block.
She will also portray Darna’s alter-ego, Narda, a crippled woman torn
between love and destiny in the fantaserye.

Mark Anthony Fernandez plays Narda’s childhood sweetheart.With
state-of-the-art special effects and cutting edge action sequences, it
promises to be even better than the previous adaptation.

Many actresses like Vilma Santos, Anjanette Abayari, Nanette Medved
and Angel Locsin have acted as Darna so Marian is given little leeway for
mistakes. She would not want to suffer by comparison.

Will she outdo the previous Darnas? Will her team-up with Mark click?
That gives you more reasons to catch the show. As Darna flies away to
exciting adventures, so will viewers'imagination soar to greater height.

natured Dora.
“Chris is a friend from my college days and
a witness to my every endeavor as an actress,”

“l was nervous, of course. | don’t usually do kissing
scenes and | had to do this one with Dingdong. But
as | always say:It's needed in the movie!”

Eugene Domingo as Kimmy and Dora





