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Fil-Am to sue RP
gov't for alleged
torture

%
Fil-Am Melissa Roxas s'peaks publicly for the first
time about her May alleged abduction and torture by

Philippine military last June 27, at Echo Park United
Methodist Church in Los Angeles.  Photo by Jay Davis

LOS ANGELES—A Filipino-Ameri-
can woman who claims that members
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) kidnapped her and two friends
last May, will file various legal lawsuits
against the Philippine government,
according to her lawyer, Atty. Arnedo
Valera.

Melissa Roxas, a 31-year-old Fil-
Am, will seek damages for unlawful
kidnapping and assault in a US federal
court and file a complaint with the US
Department of State, said Attorney
Valera.

“We will be lodging private com-
plaints before the State Department so
that sanctions against the Philippine
government will be made. For exam-
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MANILA—A postponement of the
general elections next year will be a
cause for concern in Washington, US
Ambassador Kristie Kenney said.

“We believe elections are a good way
of renewing democracy,” Kenney said
at the embassy’s Fourth of July celebra-
tions last night, wherein she cited the
strong ties and shared history of the
Philippines and the United States.

A few weeks ago, US Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates, in Manila for a few

US TO RP

by PiA LEE BRAGO

Philstar.com

and PNP chief Jesus Verzosa, with members of Class ‘78 who are perceived to be loyalists of President Arroyo.

hours, also said Washington expected
the Philippine elections to push through
as scheduled in May 2010.

But concerns about a postponement
of the elections persist amid continuing
efforts by President Arroyo’s congres-
sional allies to amend the Constitution
and shift to a parliamentary system of
government, which could lift term limits
and allow her to stay in power beyond
June 30, 2010.

The possible collapse of the poll au-

No to no elections
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WHAT COUP, DESTABILIZATION? Air Force chief Lt. Gen. Oscar Rabena (left), a member of the Philippine Military Academy’s Class ‘78, and Navy commander Vice

Adm. Ferdinand Golez of the PMA's Class '76 pose with US Ambassador Kristie Kenney at the Fourth of July celebration at the US Embassy last night. The two
officers denied that there were ongoing moves to replace Class '76 members holding key positions in the military and police, among them AFP chief Victor Ibrado

Philstar photo

tomation project has further fueled
speculation that the elections might be
postponed.

A bomb explosion at the Office of the
Ombudsman over the weekend as well
as the discovery of explosive devices in
Metro Manila have also been linked to
attempts to create a scenario that will
allow the President to stay in power be-
yond her term.

Kenney, asked last night if her gov-
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UST Singers bags top
prizes in California
choral tilt

THE University of Santo Tomas (UST)
Singers won two first prizes in the re-
cently concluded 2009 California Inter-
national Choral Festival and Competi-
tion held in San Luis Obispo, California.
The festival, which started in 2007 and
is held every two years was attended by
choral groups from the United States,
Macedonia, Congo, Saudi Arabia and
the Philippines.

The group was awarded the top prize
in the Required Pieces category in which
all participating choirs performed same
two pieces of music and a third piece of
their choosing. The two required piec-
es for this category were Ave Maria by
Morten Lauridsen and Alles was Odem
hat Lobe de Herrn by Johann Sebastian
Bach. The exceptional interpretation
of the UST Singers of these two piec-
es landed them the first prize with the
Cuesta College Chamber Singers and
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No more treatment for
Aqguino—spokeswoman

MANILA—Former President Cora-
zon Aquino, who is battling colon
cancer, has decided to forgo further
chemotherapy or any other medical
treatment, her spokeswoman was
quoted Thursday, July 2 as saying.

The 76-year-old Aquino, who led
the Philippines from 1986 to 1992
after the fall of Ferdinand Marcos,
was admitted to a Manila hospital last
week, and is reportedly being fed in-
travenously.

“The country’s icon of democracy
is fighting the hardest battle of her
life,” spokeswoman Deedee Siytang-
co wrote in an article published in the
Manila Bulletin.

Siytangco said Aquino had been
moved to a private room, in a decision
“she and her children made in con-
sultation with her doctors.” Family
members have rushed to her bedside,
she added.

“She is no longer receiving any
chemotherapy or any other medical
interventions,” she said, quoting a
family member.

Members of the Aquino family and
the former president’s doctors were
not immediately available for com-
ment. Reporters who converged at
the hospital were asked to leave, an
AFP photographer said.

Aquino has largely remained out of

the public eye in recent months, with
doctors fearing she may contract in-
fections in her fragile state.

She had been undergoing chemo-
therapy and was previously hospital-
ized from March to May.

The murder of Aquino’s husband,
Benigno Aquino Jr., in 1983 led to
widespread street protests that culmi-
nated three years later in the toppling
of Marcos, who had ruled the Philip-
pines for 20 years with an iron hand.

Aquino was installed as president
shortly thereafter.

She is regarded as a symbol of the
country’s return to democracy, al-
though her six-year term was marked
by several bloody coup attempts.

Aquino is also known as a moral
crusader—after her term ended in
1992, she continued to fight for vari-
ous causes, including anti-corruption
efforts.

Aquino helped mobilize street pro-
tests against president Joseph Estra-
da, a self-confessed former womaniz-
er and heavy drinker who was ousted
in 2001.

She reconciled with Estrada last
year, and both of them joined street
protests against current President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, whose
family has been accused of massive
corruption. (Inquirer.net)

DATELINE PHILIPPINES

US expects fair,
peaceful RP elections

by CYNTHIA BALANA
Inquirer.net
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A worker arranges ballot boxes stored ina Commission
on Elections warehouse in Manila.
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MANILA—United States Ambassa-
dor Kristie Kenney said Thursday, July
2 that Washington would like to see
the conduct of fair, honest and peace-
ful elections with rapid results in the
Philippines in May 2010, regardless of
whether an automated or manual sys-
tem of counting votes will be used.

Kenney said that while she was not
aware of the intricate details of the au-
tomation proposal here, conducting the
elections whether manually or electron-
ically should not be a problem.

“Let me reflect on the United States
because, as you all know, in the US ev-
ery single district and area vote in dif-
ferent ways. Some are automated, some
aren’t,” Kenney said in a radio interview
over dzME.

“I think the point is not how, what au-
tomation is, or if it is automation. The
point is to make sure the election and
the results are conducted freely, fairly.
You know, there is no hint of corrup-
tion,” she said.

According to Kenney, elections are
a “great way of really knowing democ-
racy.”

“Lots of people have expressed their
interest in running, a lot of variety of
candidates, and we find that very ener-
gizing for our democracy,” she said.

AS WE GO TO PRESS

Prayers offered for Cory as she leaves ICU

by Pia LEE BrRAGO
Philstar.com

MANILA—Prayers and
words of sympathy for can-
cer-stricken former President
Corazon Aquino continued to
pour in last July 1 as doctors
allowed her to leave the in-
tensive care unit (ICU) of the
Makati Medical Center where
she has been confined since
late last month.

Reports said Mrs. Aquino
was in stable condition when
wheeled out of the ICU. Her
spokeswoman said she has
refused further chemothera-
py or any other medical treat- i
ment in her battle against co-
lon cancer.

Sen. Benigno Aquino III, in k
a family statement, said they &= E
are now leaving her fate to
God.

Despite her condition, loved ones said
Mrs. Aquino was conscious and even
“nodded and smiled” when a daughter
told her of the turnout at a Mass for her
healing at the Greenbelt Chapel in Makati
City, her assistant Margarita Juico said.

The Aquino family, meanwhile, in their
first public statement since the recent
hospitalization of their mother, thanked
the public for their prayers and said they
remained “in complete trust in God’s in-
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finite healing power.’

“(Our mother) has and always will be
a woman of faith, a fighter, a source of
hope and inspiration for all of us, not
just her family but our entire nation as
well.”

They said their mother’s current hos-
pitalization “was necessary because
of her loss of appetite, caused by fluid
build-up in her stomach area.”

“Just like she has always taught us by
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Save Your Home...

Owe More Than
Your Home is Worth?

Struggling to Make
Your Mortgage Payment?

Notice of Default
Already Filed?

Learn more at:

www.BanderLaw.com

1055 W. 7th St., Suite 1950
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel. (213) 873-4333

Fax (213) 873-4334

Sue the Banks!

You only have a small window of time to do something about
your default or foreclosure and save your home, so let the experts
at Bander Law Firm make certain that your rights are protected.

Loan Modification “Scammers” and Mortgage "Negotiators"
have no legal standing to assert your rights in court.

5155 S. Durango #101
Las Vegas, NV 89148
Tel. (702) 367-8000
Fax (702) 367-8011

San Francisco
Tel. (415) 598-4147

1150 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90017-1904 - Tel: (213) 250-9797 - Fax: (213) 481-0854

Also published in LOS ANGELES, NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, LAS VEGAS, NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY



