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languish on the visa waiting lists, 
to join them, officials in the sena-
tor’s office said.  

The legislation exempts the 
veterans’ children, about 20,000 
individual in all, from the nu-
merical limitation on immigrant 
visas. 

Edward M. Kennedy (d-ma), 
and Maria Cantwell (d-wa) are 
among the cosponsors of the 
bill.

Last year, Filipino WWII veter-
ans received much-awaited ben-
efits when the American recov-
ery and reinvestment act (arra) 
of 2009 included a provision 
that authorized the payment of 
benefits to the 30,000 surviving 
Filipino veterans in the amount 
of $15,000 for those who are citi-
zens and $9,000 for those who 
are non-citizens. 
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IWE and agreed to support each 
other’s events. 

The Leaders of Distinction 
honorees include: Lidia S. Mar-
tinez - Corporate Community 
Affairs Manager of Southwest 
Airlines, Jan Norman - Award-
winning Reporter, Columnist and 
Author from The Orange County 
Register, Susan Solovic - CEO 
and Chairman of SBTV, Michelle 

Steel - Board Member of Califor-
nia State Board of Equalization, 
Third District. The Entrepreneurs 
of Distinction honorees include: 
Teresa Christopher – President 
of TC’s Warriors in Motion, Nina 
Craft, Ph.D., M.B.A., CEO of Vi-
sionFocus, Carla and Andrea 
Sancho - Chief Executive Offi-
cers of WeddingCollectibles.com 
and Haydee Vandendriessche - 
Founder and Owner of Haydee’s 

Skin and Body Care. 
The IWE, an economic develop-

ment program of the Rancho San-
tiago Community College District 
Foundation, holds the distinction 
of being the first and only wom-
en’s business center in Orange 
County funded in part through a 
grant from the US Small Business 
Administration (SBA). The mis-
sion of IWE is to empower wom-
en entrepreneurs in all stages of 
business development through 
technical assistance, business 
counseling, mentoring, access to 
resources and networking. IWE 
broadens the reach of business 
training and consulting to help 
women start, grow and expand 
their small businesses. The IWE 
supports local businesses through 
one-on-one business consulting 
services, key business workshops 
geared to the needs of women en-
trepreneurs and network-building 
opportunities.  While welcoming 
men to its programs, the IWE ca-
ters to the needs of women entre-
preneurs.

This summit was made pos-
sible through the generous 
support of sponsors includ-
ing:  Aetna, California Hispanic 
Chambers of Commerce/Latina 
Development Council, Center of 
Excellence, Chevron, Citibank, 
Comerica Bank, Orange County 
One-Stop Center, Orange County 
Workforce Investment Board, To-
dos, and VisualRS Designs. (April 
Tiamzon)
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