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Filipino conductor returns to Carnegie Hall
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beaming with excitement.

Dadap, as an accomplished clas-
sical guitarist, made his Carnegie
Recital Hall debut in 1974 and has
since performed internationally.

A Philosophy graduate from the
University of the Philippines (UP),
Dadap pursued music studies at
Mannes College of Music and The

Juilliard School.

In collaboration with the Chil-
dren’s Orchestra Society faculty
and staff, Dadap initiated and de-
veloped teaching and orchestral
training programs, including ear-
training for the young, chamber
music for all levels, and an em-
phasis on reading music, which
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all have become permanent sig-
natures of the orchestra.

The husband and wife tandem
of Dadap and Ma has been the
moving force behind the success
of the children’s orchestra, and
this was clearly and properly
acknowledged by the evening’s
surprise guest.

“Ladies and gentlemen, my
name is Yo-Yo Ma,” the man on
stage announced as the second
act was supposed to start. The
audience clapped enthusiasti-
cally to acknowledge his pres-
ence.

The accomplished cellist dart-
ed onstage holding a guitarist’s
foot rest, as Dadap, who entered
the stage with his wife, won-
dered where his podium went.
It turns out that the three men-
tors prepared something extra
special for the audience that
evening. As a family (Dadap’s
wife Yeou-Cheng is Yo-Yo Ma’s
sister), they performed a Filipino
kundiman, with Dadap’s guitar,
Yo-Yo’s cello and Yeou-Cheng’s
violin blending perfectly. This
surprise number became one of
the most well applauded num-
bers in the program.

The orchestra performed the
overture to Rossini’s Barber of
Seville and Tchaikovsky’s Sym-
phony No. 4 and they were
awarded with wild applause and
ovation from the audience. The
evening’s “2009 Discovery Art-
ist,” Sheena Tsai took center
stage as the soloist for Saint-
Saéns’s Violin Concerto No. 3.

Guest musicians—the violin-
ist Soovin Kim, the cellist Eric
Jacobsen and the pianist Orli
Shaham—collaborated with the
orchestra for Beethoven’s Con-
certo with such aplomb that led
the audience to a standing ova-
tion.

“I'd never have thought 40
years ago that the Children’s
Orchestra Society would be per-
forming here at the Carnegie
Hall,” remarked Yo-Yo Ma as
he thanked his sister and broth-
er-in-law for a job well done.
“Thank you for making this ex-
traordinary evening possible. I
was very moved,” he said.
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