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ATTY. JOEL R. BANDER

r l YHE US Citizenship & Im-
migration Services (US-
CIS) announced on May
18, 2009 that it will continue to
accept H-1B petitions for the fis-
cal year 2010. USCIS has only
received approximately 45,500
petitions counting toward the
general 65,000 cap and approxi-
mately 20,000 petitions for the
20,000 cap for aliens with ad-
vanced degrees.

This turnout contrasts with our
experience in 2007 and 2008,
when USCIS was immediately
swamped with more petitions
than visa numbers available on

H-1B visas still available

the first two days of the filing
season beginning April 1. During
those years, USCIS conducted
lottery and rejected thousands of
applications that were not fortu-
nate enough to be selected in the
lottery. While many still expect
USCIS to reach its ceiling this
year, the question is whether US-
CIS will still conduct lottery once
the ceiling has been reached.
Last year, USCIS issued a
regulation allowing a minimum
window of five business days for
USCIS to receive H-1B cap-sub-
ject cases and thereafter, run a
random lottery selection to de-
termine which cases filed within
this window will be eligible for a
cap number. This is due to the
excessive number of petitions
received. However, for this year,
the general cap has not been met
during the five-day window, giv-
ing rise to the speculation that no

general lottery will be conducted.
Some predict a “mini lottery” for
cases filed after the five-day win-
dow if the number of additional
filings exceeds the remainder of
the cap. Until USCIS makes an
announcement, it is not certain
how the selection will be made.

One thing is certain, though.
Those who failed to beat the
April 1 rush can still file their pe-
tition and hope to be selected for
processing. They still have time,
but must act NOW.

Contact Bander Law Firm now
to know if H-1B is an appropri-
ate visa petition for you. H-1B
is a temporary work visa for in-
dividuals with a bachelor’s or
higher degree to be employed in
a professional occupation. The
petition must be filed by a US
employer on behalf of a foreign
beneficiary. If the beneficiary is
presently in the United States as

a nonimmigrant, he must be in
valid status to apply for a change
of status. The petition may also
be filed for a beneficiary outside
the United States, in which case,
the visa will be applied for and is-
sued in the US consulate in the
beneficiary’s home country.
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Bander Law Firm, LLP has been providing
immigration services for over 15 years and has
multilingual staff. Feel free to call Bander Law
Firm, LLP at 213-873-4333 to schedule your
consultation regarding your legal concerns.
Bander Law Firm provides a full range of legal
services in the fields of Immigration, Mortgage
Litigation, Personal Injury, Bankruptcy, Criminal
and Removal Defense, Civil and Business
Litigation, Wage and Hour Litigation and Class
Action lawsuits.

Bander Law Firm, LLP Downtown office
address: 1055 W. 7th Street, Suite 1950, Los
Angeles, CA, 90017. Tel: (213) 873-4333 Fax:
(213) 873-4334. San Gabriel Office address:
1045 E. Valley Blvd., #A215, San Gabriel, CA
91776. Email: info@banderlaw.com.

(Advertising Supplement)
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Filipinos are everywhere in America — from the East to the West
coast. However, as the second largest Asian American community in
America, we still have to empower ourselves to become more visible in
the political mainstream. Unknown to us, fellow FilAms are making
a difference across the US — as appointed and elected leaders in their
respective areas. The Asian Journal Leaders’ Digest aims to present
to readers these leaders who have made — and continually making a
difference for the Filipino American community.

Peter Aduja

1st Fil-Am to hold major elected office in the US

[LIPINO immigration to
Fthe United States start-
ed around the 1920s,

when many Pinoys went to Ha-
waii as plantation workers. One
of these families who decided

to risk everything and pursue

/

EING caught in a legal matter or

B dispute is always difficult. Finding

which firm amongst countless ones
to represent you during such terrifying and
worrying times adds to the difficulty. This
is why it is so important that when choos-
ing representation in your case, you should
choose a firm that not only possesses proper
certifications, credentials and experience,
but one where you can place your fullest
trust and confidence in as well.

Caneda Law Group, a Filipino owned and
operated firm dedicated to providing legal
services in Bankruptcy, Family Law, Wills
& Trusts and Business Law, is a firm you
can truly depend on to handle legal matters.
They understand the issues and concerns
which Filipinos in the US experience dur-
ing these challenging times. They are fully
committed to servicing the Filipino com-
munity in providing legal services because
they believe that there are few dedicated le-
gal professionals who can truly understand
and are committed to the Filipino-American
community. Caneda Law Group not only
has experience in handling cases within the
Federal and State courts throughout Cali-
fornia, they also provide their clients one-
on-one attention with an attorney who will
work on their case from start to finish.

Caneda Law Group’s main practice is
Bankruptcy Law. They service clients in
consumer bankruptcy and represent them
in Bankruptcy Court for Chapter 7 or Chap-
ter 13 cases. They assist in stopping credi-
tor harassment, wage garnishments, repos-
sessions, and will halt foreclosure of your
home even if you are behind in payments.
\They are skilled at finding strategies to help

Caneda Law Group: Providing law
services to people who truly matter

their clients maximize their rights to legally
protect their assets and allow them to ob-
tain that fresh start, which everyone strives
for when filing for bankruptcy.

In addition, the firm also offers other legal
services. With Family Law, the attorneys at
Caneda Law Group help with dissolution of
marriage, legal separation, property distri-
bution, and sensitive child custody issues.
For Estate Planning, the attorneys will help
in protecting your assets and planning for
your family’s future by providing legal ad-
vice in the preparation of your will and/or
trust, no matter how large or modest your
assets may be. For those involved in busi-
ness ventures, their Business Law practice
can review and draft legally binding con-
tracts and provide counsel in creating the
proper business form, no matter what size
the business is, whether a corporation, a
limited liability company, partnership or a
sole partnership. Caneda Law Group’s cur-
rent partners are Ruel Toledo Caneda and
Kristen Lu.

Ruel Caneda has worked as a civil litiga-
tion attorney and bankruptcy attorney for
one of the nation’s largest consumer bank-
ruptcy firms. He has extensive experience
in Chapter 7 and 13 consumer bankruptcy.
He also acquired a Certificate in Business
Law during law school and worked for in-
house counsel of various corporations. In
addition, Ruel has also practiced foreclo-
sure prevention litigation and has a real es-
tate license in which he helped a number
of clients in financial difficulty save their
homes.

Kristen Lu, on the other hand, has worked
at and managed two prominent consumer

bankruptcy firms specializing in Chapter 7
and 13 bankruptcies. In addition, she has
supervised and personally managed count-
less bankruptcies cases from consultation to
case conclusion, having attended and rep-
resented clients at their bankruptcy court
hearings. She also has experience in Fam-
ily Law and Workers’ Compensation Law.

Although a relatively new firm, Caneda
Law Group already has a wealth of in-depth
experience in legal practice and prioritizes
the needs of the Filipino community above
all else. They understand that facing le-
gal action or making the decision to take
legal action can often be a stressful and
most likely a life-changing experience for
most and that is reason enough to dedicate
themselves to advocating for the rights of
their clients. They are also determined to
bear your hardship, honestly present you
with the possible consequences that you
may face and advise on strategies that can
be taken for arrival at an appropriate reso-
lution.

Caneda Law Group offers a free consul-
tation and preliminary analysis for inter-
ested parties within the Orange County,
Los Angeles County, Riverside County, San
Bernardino County and San Diego County
areas. They are ready to discuss your situ-
ation, address your concerns and answer
questions that you may have. They also
have weekend appointments available and a
flexible payment plan. They have attorneys
and staff who are adept in speaking Tagalog
and Vietnamese who can assist you. For a
free consultation and appointment, you may
contact them at (714) 281-2897.

(Advertising Suppleme@

the American dream was Peter
Aduja’s family. A native of Sa-
lindig, Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Peter
Aduja came to Hawaii in 1928
at age 8 and grew up on the Big
Island in Hakalau, where his fa-
ther worked as a $1-a-day sugar
plantation worker.

Aduja was an only child who
never forgot the hardships of
his early life and the sacrifices
of his parents. He learned the
value of education, did well in
school, and fulfilled the hopes
of his immigrant parents.

“We came from nothing. We
slept on plain wooden boards
and cooked over an open fire,”
Aduja described his early years
in Hawaii. He graduated from
Hilo High, majored in govern-
ment and history at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii, and was one of
50 local boys who volunteered
in 1944 and served with the
US Army’s 1st Filipino Infantry
Regiment in the Philippines in
1945.

After his discharge from the
military in 1946, Aduja taught
briefly at Na’alehu Elementary
& Intermediate School on the
Big Island before earning his
law degree from Boston Univer-
sity School of Law in 1951.

In 1954, Peter Aduja became
the first Filipino- American
elected to public office in the
United States. He won in his bid
for a seat in the Hawaii House
of Representatives. He served
one two-year term and went to
work for the Department of At-

torney General.

He also served as a District
Court judge from 1960 to 1962.

After statehood was achieved,
he was elected three times, first
in 1966, to the Hawaii House of
Representatives. He also was
elected as a delegate to the 1968
Constitutional Convention.

Peter A. Aduja was an at-
torney, patriot, politician and
community volunteer who was
a distinguished example of an
American dream come true for
Filipino immigrants. He main-
tained steadfast commitments
to The Salvation Army’s adult
rehabilitation  center, Boys
Scouts of America, Big Broth-
ers of Hawai’'i and more than
30 other community organiza-
tions.

Aduja  married Melodie
“Lesing” Cabalona and had two
children, Jay Peter and Melo-
die, who eventually became a
Hawaii State Senator. He died
in 2007.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

00 you have a refail outlef or store location?

MoneyGram International cordially
seeking agents:

* Increase your revenue and & | DAY OFF CREDIT CARDS NOW!M!
FOR LESS THAN WHAT YOU OWE *

store foot traffic

* No extra investment required

DEBT SOLUTION

PSYCHIC

IDENT

DEBT SOLUTIONS, LLC

A real Filiping Psychic

Liniversity-tested
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KULAM & Barang Specialist
*Tells past, present & Future =

rof Cards, Palm &

* Easy to operate

If you are interested, please contact

East Coast: Jay Yu

718.713.9010

West Coast: Ted Lee

714.672.0255

EMPLOYMENT
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1
Rt sy Tl

Dental Assistant

for Anaheim and Corona
dental offices

Please call Gloria at 714-220-9647
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Get out of Debt Now! Wala nang Utang!
All unsecured debts including

Credit Cards - Collection Accounts
Signature Loans

Retail Store Cards - Medical Bills

BANKRUPTCY ALTERMATIVE
ONE LOW MONTHLY SAVINGS DRAFT
BE FREE FROM CREDIT CARD DEBT IN 2 to 4 YEARS

CALL 1-877-38-UTANG
1-871-388-8264

We Speak Tagalog, Spanish & English
VISIT US AT WWW.ZEROUTANG.COM

DON'T WAIT -
CALL RIGHT AWAY!!
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VISIT OUR ONLINE WEBSITE:

www.asianjournal.com

Aura Readings * Specializing in reuniting lovers
* Gain the influence & love of someone * Never
FailingAdvice on Love, Money & career « Healing
of Body, Mind & Spirit through Chakra * Removes
bad karma & negative energies & KULAM
-WITH TARCT CARD READING, GET A FREE PALM READING-

—IMMEDIATE RESULTS GUARANTEED—
Addross: 725 M. Crescent Heights Bivd., Los Angeles, CA $0044
PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

323.653.0888
SERVICES

FRANCIS

Have an event?
Will photograph...

FRANCIS ESTEBAN
P:714.300.8673
F:714.758.1891

WWW.AFCLICK.NET
FRANCIS®AFCLICK.NET

AF, CLICk.

VISIT OUR ONLINE WEBSITE: WWW.aslanjournal.com




