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I HAD a blast bonding with my fave couple 
Cesar Montano and Sunshine Cruz over 
yummy food at their resto, Bellisimo. 

Buboy’s sons Diego and Angelo were also 
around.

Shine kept teasing Buboy that Diego was more handsome than 
he was. “Diego looks exactly like I did when I was starting out in the 
movies,” said Buboy. “Panay nga parinig niya na gumawa daw sana 
kami kahit isang action movie [He keeps on saying that he hopes he 
will be given the opportunity to make even at least one action movie 
with me].” A movie that Buboy is dying to make is one with Nora 
Aunor.

“When I was 9, I dreamt na nag-shooting daw kami ni [I dreamt that 
I had a shooting with] Nora,” he revealed. “So palagay ko [So I think that] 
now is the time. Willing ako mag-shoot sa US kung di pa siya uuwi [I am 
willing to shoot in the US if she still won’t come home].”

Shine is dead set on going back to school. “Buboy doesn’t want 
me to do movies or shows anymore,” she said. “So I might as well go 
back to school.”

The Montanos are back to honeymoon mode and their little tampuhans now only happen once in a 
blue moon.

From drama to romance
After the soap Iisa pa Lamang, Diether Ocampo shifts to light romance in the Pinoy version of the hit 

Korean series Only You (weeknights on ABS-CBN’s Primetime Bida). “I am more comfy doing heavy drama. 
I find it hard adjusting to a lighter genre,” Diet explains. “I have this tendency kasi [just] to over-dramatize 
scenes because there’s a certain formula for Pinoy drama.”

What’s it like working with Angel Locsin? “Gel is like a kid with endless curiosity,” says Diet. “Being her 
senior, I give her advice. Good thing, she listens. She really goes out of her way to make everyone feel at 
home.”

Did Diet and Gel talk about their ex-es (Kristine Hermosa and Oyo Boy Sotto) who are now together? 
“Nope,” Diet says, laughing. “We talk only about my GF Rima and her BF Luis.”

Past is past. Fast forward time.
Another for Arnel
Arnel Pineda was given a plaque of recognition by the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources Secretary Lito Atienza for being one of the country’s “natural wealth.” Arnel is an 
environmentalist and he promised to help DENR promote awareness in protecting our environment.

His plaque reads: “This is awarded to Arnel Pineda for rising above a string of adversities – the loss of his 
mother at 13 and poverty that drove him from school to scavenge in the streets of Manila and never losing 
hope. His soulful singing has earned him the much-coveted slot as the lead singer of the legendary rock 
band Journey where his voice rose above the tempest, winning global acclaim for Filipinos and inspiring 
millions of us.

“To him, our deepest gratitude for giving us new reason to be proud of our heritage. Truly, our country 
is blessed with rich natural and human resources. We hold you up as one such treasure, an exemplar of 
resilience, resourcefulness, creativity and excellence.”

I’ve had the privilege of getting to know a little more. I must say that fame and success could not have 
found a more deserving person.

Network scandal
When a top producer was asked pointblank what she would do if she were the head of a TV network 

with two members clashing, she shot back, “I’ll tell them both to shut up. It’s already a shame to the 
network. I will put my foot down. Someone’s gotta tell them to stop it already.”

Pass the remote please. Emote overload. n
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A weDDIng in time for an electoral battle.
On national television, Senator Mar Roxas, a presidential aspirant, confirmed rumors on April 25 

that he and ABS-CBN television news anchor Korina Sanchez are engaged.
Roxas popped the question while they were together on a secluded beach resort in Bacolod two weeks 

ago, and Sanchez said she could not say no to the man of her dreams and her “prince charming.”
“Honey, will you marry me?” said Sanchez, recalling on ABS-CBN’s noontime show, Wowowee, her fiance’s 

own words.
Sanchez said she did 

not expect the marriage 
proposal to come that 
soon, but told the 
senator: “Gusto ko lang 
sabihin, kahapon, ngayon 
at bukas, iyong-iyo ako [I 
am yours yesterday, today 
and tomorrow].”

Roxas told show host 
Willie Revillame that the 
setting was perfect when 
he proposed to Sanchez.

“It was nighttime, you 
can hear the crushing 
sound of the waves. What 
I said was, ‘You know 
that we were meant for 
each other. I would like 
to formally ask for your 
hand in marriage.’ Every 
time I recall that, I have 

tears of joy,” Roxas said in a mixture of English and Filipino.
“Honey, we were together for a long time. You know how I feel about you. Buong-buo ang loob ko, walang 

tanong sa isip ko at sa puso ko, na tayo na nga habambuhay [There’s no doubt in my mind and in my heart, it’s 
you and I for life],” he said.

The love-struck couple did not say when they will tie the knot, but sources said it could be held in 
October.

During the show, Roxas stopped short of declaring his presidential candidacy, but vowed to fight 
poverty and provide opportunity for all should he become the country’s 15th chief executive on June 30, 
2010.

Wearing a diamond ring, Sanchez was all smiles as she held the hand of the senator, one of the country’s 
most eligible and richest bachelors.

The three-carat diamond ring is a family heirloom, passed from the clan’s matriarch, Ester Araneta, to the 
senator’s mother, Judy Araneta-Roxas.

It now belongs to the bride-to-be of the scion of the influential Roxas clan.
“We were together for a long time. I’ve been a bachelor for too long. I had thought that I would remain so 

until I met Koring,” said the senator.
Asked by Revillame what qualities endeared her to him, he said, “What I know is I love her. She is the 

only one that put an end to my days as a bachelor.”
Sanchez said that compared to the men in her past relationships, “He’s the only one who’s sincere.”
At this point, he kissed her on the cheek even as he shed tears. She wiped his tears to the delight of the 

crowd at the studio.
Asked why he was crying, Roxas said he was “touched by what she said.”
Sanchez admitted that she had thought that this moment would never come -- that she would be single 

for life.
Shifting to politics, Revillame asked Roxas to comment on insinuations that Sanchez would be the one 

running the country if he ran and won the presidency.
“I love Korina. I really, really love her. She’s irreplaceable, but I will be the one making decisions. 

My dream is just like your dream, our dream -- that we can have a country that will provide equal 
opportunity to ordinary Filipinos. Equality for all,” said Roxas.

The interview ended with Revillame shouting, “Mabuhay!” as the bridal march played in the background. n

Senator, TV anchor confirm engagement
by Michael liM Ubac

Inquirer.ent

Senator Mar Roxas, who is rumored to be eyeing the presidency in 2010, announces his engagement to 
broadcaster Korina Sanchez on national television on April 25.                 Inquirer.net photo




