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MANILA—Four Filipino films have been included in the official lineup of the 62nd Cannes 
International Film Festival, a first for the country.

by Bayani San Diego Jr.

RP films make 
history at Cannes
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This “historic” development was confirmed by three filmmakers whose films were 
chosen as entries in the world’s premier movie festival that will take place on May 13-14 in 
the French coastal city.

Three independent films made it to the Official Selection, in three different categories: 
Brillante Mendoza’s Kinatay (The Execution of P) in the Main Competition; Raya Martin’s 
Independencia in the Un Certain Regard section; and Raya Martin and Adolfo Alix Jr.’s Manila 
in the Special Screenings category.

Sabongero, by Filipino-American Janice Y. Perez, was selected for the Short Film Corner.
There were unconfirmed reports that Filipino films would also compete in the fest’s 

parallel section, the Directors’ Fortnight, as in the past two years.
“It’s an exciting year for the Philippines,” said Mendoza, who added that the inclusion of 

the four entries bode well for local cinema.
Mendoza is staging a comeback in the Main Competition, after his entry Serbis stirred 

controversy last year.
Kinatay, his entry this year is “equally controversial” and delves into the world of hitmen 

who cut up the bodies of their victims, said Mendoza. The film features Coco Martin, John 
Regala, Julio Diaz, Jhong Hilario, Lauren Novero and Maria Isabel Lopez.

“I believe it’s the first time for an Asian filmmaker to submit entries in the Main 
Competition for two consecutive years. US filmmaker Joel Coen also had back-to-back 
entries in the competition in 2000 and 2001,” Mendoza told the Inquirer.

Does Mendoza consider his return to the competition a way to vindicate himself after 
last year’s intrigues and negative reviews?

“I feel no pressure. I try not to worry about those things and I only focus on making my 
film,” he said.

Masterfully directed
Mendoza recalled that when programming head Christian Jeune relayed the news that 

his entry had made it, the festival officer said: “I remember calling you the same time last 
year.”

In an e-mail, Jeune told Mendoza that he was “fascinated by the long night (depicted in 
the movie) … we were drawn into it. It’s masterfully directed.”

It is also Martin’s second year in a row at Cannes. Last year, Martin’s “Now Showing” was screened at the 
Directors’ Fortnight.

“Independencia” is the country’s first entry to Un Certain Regard, considered the fest’s “more experimental 
and adventurous” section, according to Martin. “I hope this proves that the world’s current interest in Filipino 
films is not just a fad,” Martin said. “We’re not just the flavor of the month. We can compete in the global 
arena.”

A historical drama set during the American Occupation, “Independencia,” which topbills Tetchie Agbayani, 
Sid Lucero, Mika Aguilos and Alessandra de Rossi, received grants from Germany, the Netherlands, France and 
the United States.

French co-producer Antoine Segovia of Atopic Films described it as an “international Filipino film. It tells a 
story that’s specific and universal at the same time. It’s about freedom.”

Martin told the Inquirer that his inclusion in the Cannes lineup came as a surprise. “We were nervous 
when we heard that major filmmakers like Pedro Almodovar, Ang Lee, Lars von Trier and Quentin Tarantino 
had entries,” he said.

The film’s Filipino producer, Arleen Cuevas, agreed: “From Asia alone, there were a lot of strong contenders: 
Korea’s Park Chan-wook, Taiwan’s Tsai Ming-liang and Japan’s Hirokazu Kore-Eda.”

Jeune told Martin that “the treatment of images [in the film] is one of the most sensual I’ve seen in years.”
Familiarity
“In the past, foreigners we met were not familiar with Filipino movies. But now when we attend film 

markets abroad, the Philippines is known as a participant in big festivals,” said Cuevas who also produced 
“Manila.”

“Manila,” which Martin co-directed with Alix, is a twin bill tribute to filmmakers and National Artists Lino 
Brocka and Ishmael Bernal, and is produced by lead actor Piolo Pascual.

When Alix learned of the film’s inclusion in the Special Screenings section yesterday, he called Pascual. The 
actor later said he was “happy and excited” that his first venture as a producer was selected as an entry in the 
Cannes fest.

In spite of his busy schedule, Pascual said he was considering attending the festival. “It’s important for me 
to be there because it’ll be the film’s world premiere,” he said.

“It’s a good time again for Filipino films,” Alix said. “For the past five years, doors have been opening 
abroad. My only hope is that Filipino audiences would start watching and appreciating local independent 
films as well.”

Adolf Alix Supreme Raya Martin Brillante Mendoza

“PAGOD 
NA 
PAGOD 

AKO (I’m exhaust-
ed),” Vina Morales 
told her first visitors 
a few hours after 
she delivered baby 
Ceana in the morning 
of April 28.

The singer-actress 
labored for 18 hours. 
Prior to this, she worked 
until she was six months 
pregnant. Now she is 
taking a well-deserved 
long break from show 
business, according to 
ABS-CBN’s Star Magic.

It was a normal 
delivery for Vina. The 
baby, at 6.9 lbs, was 
proclaimed healthy. Exact time of birth was recorded at 8:47 a.m.

Mother and daughter are expected to be discharged today or 
tomorrow from the Cardinal Santos Medical Center in San Juan.

Priorities
Her handler, Love Capulong, told Inquirer that Vina’s immediate 

plan is to “personally care for the baby, then get back in shape.” 
Capulong said the singer has finished “all pending showbiz 
commitments.”

Vina was admitted to the hospital at 2 pm on Friday. “She said 
labor took a while because the baby was shy,” said Capulong. Actually, 
her doctors were expecting Vina to give birth as early as April 10.

A few days before Ceana was born, Vina’s younger sister Shaina 
Magdayao said, “Everything’s ready, including the baby’s room. Ate’s 
friends hosted several baby showers; she didn’t have to buy anything 
more.”

Vina earlier said “Ceana” was a combination of her name and that 
of her boyfriend, businessman Cedric Lee (though her real name is 
Sharon Magdayao). “Ceana also means God is gracious,” the singer 
said on the Sunday variety show ASAP ’09.

18-hour labor 
leaves Vina exhausted

by Bayani San Diego Jr.
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Vina Morales

SAN JUAN, Batangas—As she walked 
down the aisle of the San Juan 
Nepumuceno church at 7am last April 

28, actress Judy Ann Santos was a picture 
of bliss, but tinged with tears of joy.

By the altar, her groom, actor Ryan Agoncillo, excitedly waited 
for her, biting his lips from time to time. When they met at the altar, 
Ryan was childlike in his display of joy, raising his right arm in glee. 
Then the bride and groom embraced, and cried. Everybody who 
witnessed their marriage cried, too.

With the details of their wedding shrouded in secrecy, Juday 
and Ryan finally exchanged “I do’s” before God and a crowd of 
about a hundred of their closest friends and family, all wearing 
white. The matrimonial rites were solemnized by Fr. Tito Caluag in 
the church decorated by florist Robert Blancaflor with thousands 
of white roses, cabbage-like cacti, phaleanopsis orchids and dwarf 
ferns.

The wedding was so simple it did away with the traditional 
march of the entourage.

The couple has three sets of principal sponsors – photographer 
Bien Bautista and Juday’s road manager Mary Jane Buencamino; 
Smart’s Mon Isberto and TV personality Susie Entrata-Abrera; and 
businessman Benjamin Gonzalez and director Rorie Quintos.

It was only Juday and her four-year-old adopted daughter 
Yohan who were supposed to walk down the aisle. Since Yohan 
needed someone to walk before her, matron of honor Sharon 
Cuneta was asked to walk before the little girl. The groom’s elder 
brother Dondie Agoncillo was the best man.

Juday was met by her parents, Carol and Manuel Santos, by the 
altar before turning her over to a very joyful Ryan.

Juday and Yohan were dressed alike in simple, elegant flowing 
off-white gowns designed by Paul Cabral. Cabral created for Juday 
a sleeveless, three-layered tulle gown with racer-back cut over 
Mikado silk. Each layer of tulle was splayed with appliqués that 
formed a flower pattern.

Ryan, younger of two sons of Chito and Nena Agoncillo, wore a 
gray wool suit by Jerome Lorico, whom the groom met while he was 
hosting the show Talentadong Pinoy.

Agot Isidro sang the wedding march song Runaway, an original 
song by The Corrs.

“In one of our travels, I heard that song, listened to its every 
word. Then I told Ryan, I want Runaway to be the song when I walk 
down the aisle,” Juday said.

Ogie Alcasid and Regine Velasquez also performed The Prayer at 
the church.

The wedding ceremonies were over in 45 minutes. Ryan kissed 

his wife for 
17 seconds, 
ending 
it with a 
31-second 
embrace to 
the cheers of 
everyone in 
the church.

“It was 
a lovely 
experience,” 
said Juday 
after the 
wedding.

“It was 
simply fun. 
I’m in love 
with my 
Baba all the 
more,” Ryan 
said. “Baba” is 
the couple’s 
term of 
endearment.

Security 
was very tight both at the church and the resort where the 
reception was held.

At Balai-Anilao, the couple and their 80 guests were joined by 
150 more VIPs who were invited to the sunset dinner reception.

The couple invited only the closest of their friends and family 
because they wanted to keep it simple. The invite, which came in 
a rectangular native brown box read: “Eto na ‘to. Inuman na! Punta 
kang nakaputi. Sikreto lamang natin ‘to ah.” (This is it. Let’s drink to 
this! Come in white. It’s our secret.)

Most guests got their invitations four days before the wedding 
by mail.

Juday and Ryan really meant their wedding to be a surprise to 
their guests. Except for the embossed letters J and R, the wedding 
invitation was so vague that it did not bear the names of those 
who would get married.

A Manila reception will be held on May 2 at Le Souffle in 
Rockwell for those who were not able to make it to the April 28 
wedding. Some 200 guests are expected at this affair.

The couple’s love affair blossomed four years ago on the set of 
Krystalla, a fantaserye top billed by Juday with Ryan as one of her 
leading men. They plan to honeymoon in Jamaica soon. n

Celebrity couple Judy Ann Santos and Ryan Agoncillo exchange vows 
in a private ceremony at the San Juan Nepomuceno Church in San Juan, 
Batangas yesterday.      Photo by Patrick Uy

Judy Ann, Ryan tie knot in Batangas
by Bum Tenorio
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