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Voluntary Demonstration of Re-
sponse (VDR) on Disaster Relief 
in Metro Manila and various ar-
eas in Central Luzon.

“Our Filipinos overseas have 
been spared as of the moment. 
We have not received anything 
from the posts which would in-
dicate certain Filipinos overseas 

So far, no Pinoys infected
ties to step up measures to pre-
vent the outbreak of swine flu 
into the country after the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
warned that a pandemic was im-
minent.

Deputy Presidential Spokes-
man Anthony Golez said the 
authorities, led by the National 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
(NDCC), have already readied 
contingency plans in case of an 
outbreak in the country.

His advice to the public was 
basic: “We must continue with 
our business and pay closer at-
tention to our hygiene. That’s a 
way to arm ourselves against the 
virus.”

Golez also said President Ar-
royo is taking extra precautions 
against the swine flu, especially 
that there is still no specific vac-
cine against it.

DOH command conference
Health Secretary Francisco 

Duque yesterday called a com-
mand conference involving the 
agency’s regional directors and 
epidemiologists and officials of 
DOH-controlled hospitals to “dis-
cuss readiness plans and com-
mand and control systems for an 
imminent pandemic.”

“I’m also calling for a meeting 
with the chiefs of all private hos-
pitals to coordinate with the DOH 
on how they can prepare and re-
spond to possible case of Mexi-
can swine flu which may come to 
their attention,” Duque said.

This as the DOH is checking 

are suffering from the swine flu 
virus,” he said.

The DFA issued a travel ad-
visory after the Department of 
Health (DOH) warned Filipino 
travelers to avoid unnecessary 
travel to Mexico or other affected 
areas.

Prepared for threat
Malacañang ordered authori-

strong partnership with the mayor. 
So what brought Manny to the shores of Bacolod 

City  in 2005 and compelled him to create a lasting 
relationship with Mayor Leonardia? Perhaps, it’s the 
fact that Bacolod is known for being a “relatively 
friendly city, bearing the nickname City of Smiles.” 
Perhaps, it’s the charm of the MassKara Festival, 
a noted celebration and an annual attraction that 
gravitates millions of tourists every year to Bacolod 
City. Or perhaps it’s because Mayor Leonardia has 
personally invited the pound-for-pound champ to 
become “Bacolod’s adopted son.” 

One thing is certain—Manny was moved and 
overwhelmed by the warm and eager reception he 
got from the people of Bacolod. A beautiful, poignant 
and profound friendship soon entailed after his 
meaningful encounter with Mayor Leonardia and 
his townsfolk.

Soon after, Manny paid the city of smiles another 

visit and personally asked Mayor Leonardia to hold 
on to his boxing belt. It was initially unclear to Mayor 
Leonardia why he was afforded this privilege and 
he was hesitant in the beginning. He found out later 
on that he has become a sort of “lucky charm” for 
the Pacman. 

Mayor Leonardia amusedly recalled Manny’s 
reason: “Simula noong hinawakan ni Mayor ang 
belt ko, di na naagaw.” He jokingly reiterated that he 
was Manny’s magnet—affording Manny five victory 
boxing belts to date.  

But Manny’s friendship with the Mayor of Bacolod 
City goes beyond superstitious beliefs. Theirs is a 
symbiotic relationship—one that was forged from 
trust and from believing in each other’s capabili-
ties. 

Superstitious or not, Mayor Leonardia will con-
tinue to be a formidable supporter of the pound-for-
pound champ in all his endeavors and will be rooting 
for our Pinoy pride. (AJPress)

Pacman’s lucky charm
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GlaxoSmithKline’s Relenza, and 
accelerates pharmaceutical in-
dustry efforts to create a vaccine 
to fight the swine flu strain.

The higher alert also signals 
the virus is unlikely to fade away, 
and could pose a prolonged pub-
lic health threat.

“It is something here to stay. 
Now the question is at what 
level it will be circulating and 
how easily it is transmitted,” one 
public health expert said before 
the official announcement.

Keiji Fukuda, WHO acting as-
sistant director-general, said 
swine flu was spreading in a 

“convincing” way in both Mexico 
and the United States and would 
likely permeate other countries 
and regions in a similar way.

“By definition a pandemic is 
when we get to Phase 6 but we 
think we are in the process of 
moving towards there,” he told 
the late evening press confer-
ence at the WHO headquarters.

Chan said because all flu vi-
ruses were unpredictable, the 
current swine flu strain needs 
to be closely watched in case it 
mutates into a more dangerous 
strain—or a milder one.

“The important point for us 

now to continue to maintain our 
vigilance and track its move-
ment,” she said.

The WHO is not recommend-
ing travel restrictions, border 
closures, or any limitation on 
the movement of people, goods 
or services as a result of the out-
break.

Chan also stressed there was 
no related danger from eating 
properly-cooked pork. She rec-
ommended good hygiene mea-
sures such as hand-washing to 
prevent infection from flu and 
said it was important “to main-
tain a level of calm.” 

WHO chief raises flu pandemic alert level to 5
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and development. 
He commended the Philippines for its clear 

commitment to the International Convention 
on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families 
(ICRMW) and welcomed the size and qual-
ity of the Philippine delegation as a concrete 
manifestation of that commitment.

In light of the Philippines’ notable achieve-
ments, the Committee raised the benchmark 
for evaluation of the Philippines’ implemen-
tation of the Convention.

The Philippines has been the most active 
advocate, in all UN fora, on the campaign to 
promote ratification of the Convention on Mi-
grant Workers. 

Moreover, the Philippines figures promi-
nently in the Guide on Ratification of the In-
ternational Convention on the Protection of 
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families as a strong supporter of the Migrant 
Workers Convention.

The Guide cited the Philippines’ contribu-
tion in encouraging more countries to ratify 

the Migrant Workers Convention.
Page 28 of the Guide stated that: “Several 

countries, such as Mexico and the Philip-
pines, have engaged in diplomatic efforts to 
widen ratification…”

“The Philippine Government has always 
championed the rights of migrant workers 
and their families in all fora in firm recogni-
tion of the significant role and contribution of 
all migrant workers,” Ambassador Erlinda F. 
Basilio, Philippine Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations in Geneva, said. 

Philippines remains a model on migration 
and protection of migrants’ rights 
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