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IMMIGRANT LIVING:
101 AND BEYOND 

UNLESS you’re an ostrich 
with your head buried in 
the sand, you couldn’t 

have missed the up tick in the 
rash of mass murders and murder 
suicides in recent times, in many 
places in the US. There’s a com-
mon thread — one man driven by 
rage, jealousy, paranoia, desper-
ation, depression over economic 
pressures, family problems or 
just plain deranged, decided he 
can’t take it anymore and instead 
of committing suicide, decide to 
inflict murder and mayhem kill-
ing several others, either his own 
family members or total strang-
ers. By last count, there were 
7 mass murders committed by 
ordinary people since the begin-
ning of 2009, with a total casualty 
count, including the murderers 
themselves nearing 60 before the 
first 100 days of the year were 
over. Is this a social trend? Pun-
dits and talking heads predict 
that as the recession becomes 
more firmly entrenched, we can 
expect more of this type of horror.

With each horrific case, the 
public seems to become more in-
ured and desensitized to violence 
and death, becoming more ac-
cepting of all these, as a normal 
feature of modern life. Ever since 
the Columbine mass murder per-
petrated by 2 young misguided 

“Those children who are beaten will in turn give beatings, 
  those who are intimidated will be intimidating, 
  those who are humiliated will impose humiliation, 
  and those whose souls are murdered will murder.”
					     —Alice Miller

misfits garbed in black trench 
coats about 10 years ago, things 
haven’t been the same. There 
were copycats exhibiting lem-
ming-like behavior since then. 
Evil glamorized by repetition and 
attention-getting drama seems to 
have morphed into many other 
incidents in North America and 
elsewhere, resulting in incalcu-
lable, untold pain and suffering 
among families of the victims. 
We remember with great pain 
the Virginia Tech mass murder 
which snuffed out the lives of 
32, including Cho, the killer, who 
was a quiet, deranged malcon-
tent who never quite fit in. In the 
blogosphere chatter, many noted 
that perpetrators of this troubling 
trend were often the quiet ones. 
Word is out on the street to watch 
out for the quiet “pressure cook-
er” types, those who never cause 
a ripple and yet, has a fondness 
for weapons, but who can im-
plode and explode with volca-
nic intensity and wipe out those 
around them.

In the past month alone, a 
young gun enthusiast from Ala-
bama, depressed over his life and 
who kept mostly to himself, killed 
5 members of his own family and 
5 other total strangers at random 
in a barrage of gunfire before 
taking his own life. A Vietnam-
ese immigrant, Jiverly Wong, aka 
Vuong, a quiet, social misfit and 

also a gun enthusiast, driven by 
severe paranoia and frustrated 
over his “poor life” and poor 
English skills, gunned down 12 
others in an immigrant center, 10 
of whom came from 8 countries 
and who were students just try-
ing to learn English as a second 
language. One was a Filipina, Do-
lores Yigal, a recent immigrant 
who was studying so she could 
find a job. One was a long time 
substitute teacher named Rober-
ta King. One was an Iraqi woman 
who survived 3 car bombs in her 
native Iraq and left behind a dev-
astated family, a daughter at the 
Sorbonne in Paris and another 
daughter, a Fulbright scholar. All 
these lives were cut off by one 
sorry excuse for a human being 
in one fell swoop. 

Among ordinary families from 
all strata and from nearly every 
ethnic group, there has also been 
a rash of killings among fathers 
who have decided they have 
failed and will kill themselves and 
are taking their whole family with 
them. On rare occasions, it is a 
mother who does it. Sometimes, 
the sick and the elderly decide to 
take matters into their own hands 
and end it all. The murder suicide 
rate among families is on the 
rise, thankfully not in epidemic 
proportions just yet as to cause 
panic. Perhaps, this is fueled by 

How not to dial M for murder

WHEN the marital re-
lationship sours to 
the point where one 

or both spouses believe that the 
marriage cannot be salvaged, 
three remedies are available to 
terminate or alter the marital sta-
tus:  dissolution, nullity, and legal 
separation.

Under Family Code Sec. 2300, 
dissolution of marriage can be at-
tained and the “single” status of 
spouses restored by 1) death of 
one of the spouses 2) a judgment 
of dissolution or 3) a judgment of 
nullity of marriage.  

With a dissolution action, there 
is no issue as to whether a valid 
marriage exists.  The objective 

Barrister’s corner

Atty. Kenneth Ursua Reyes

in a dissolution action is to ter-
minate the marital status.  Con-
versely, with an action for nullity, 
the issue is whether or not the 
marital status ever existed (i.e. 
whether there was a valid mar-
riage at all).  With regard to dis-
solution, community property is 
divided equally.  With an invalid 
marriage, although no commu-
nity property rights exist per se, 
property acquired during the 
void or voidable marriage, which 
would have been community 
property if not for the impedi-
ment to a valid marriage, may be 
considered “quasi-community” 
property and divided under the 
same rules as community prop-
erty.  One has a interest in “qua-
si-community” property only if 
there existed a good faith be-
lief that the marriage was valid. 
(Family Code Sec. 2251).

Alternatively, through legal 

separation, marital rights and 
financial responsibilities can be 
adjudicated without dissolving 
the marriage.  A judgment of le-
gal separation does not terminate 
marital status.  Legal separation 
may be a viable alternative for 
persons who, for some reason or 
another, would like to continue 
marital status, but would like 
adjudication of financial issues 
with his or her spouse.  Typical 
reasons for choosing legal sepa-
ration over dissolution include 
to retain eligibility for insurance 
benefits and to be in accordance 
with one’s religious beliefs.  Like 
dissolution, an action for legal 
separation conclusively deter-
mines each spouse’s property 
rights and financial responsi-
bilities to each other, including 
determination of support and 
division of the community es-

PLANO, TX – Spring and 
summer are synony-
mous with rejuvenation 

and renewal and fashion is no 
exception to the newness and 
excitement.   JCPenney chal-
lenges fashion-conscious shop-
pers across America to think of a 
color, a print, or a design direc-
tion for spring they can’t find at 
the store where every day mat-
ters.  And that also means pock-
etbook-conscious prices, to boot. 

 JCPenney introduces two 
highly anticipated exclusive fash-
ion brands:  Charlotte Ronson, 
one of the most sought after de-
signers working today, brings 
her trendsetting fashion savvy to 
JCPenney with the “I Heart Ron-
son” collection.   Allen Schwartz, 
renowned for his red carpet glam-
our, creates Allen B.  Epitomizing 
“California cool” and eye-catch-
ing trends, this collection offers 
a sophisticated, elegant selection 
of dresses and sportswear.

 Following is a checklist of 
summer style essentials for him, 
for her for juniors, swim and 
young men:

 For Her – Dial-up her spring 
style with color.  A rainbow of 
choices abound, from luscious 
peach to deep coral to zesty lem-
on. Often used in combination 
with understated neutrals and 
pastels such as sage green, ivory 
and gray, the striking contrast in-
tensifies the drama.  Floral prints 
and geometric patterns energize 
spring & summer wardrobes. 

Jackets break all the rules this 
season in a myriad of flattering 
shapes and lengths designed 
to enhance every outfit. I Heart 
Ronson and Allen B. lines are 
great if you’re looking for that 
oversized “boyfriend fit” look. 
For a cropped, contoured silhou-
ette, jackets from Worthington 
and a.n.a  are definitely a spring 
staple.

SKIN whitening products 
claiming to be tried and 
true are unabashedly 

loud and plenty. The makers of 
Enlighten with Collagen prefer 
to let the product speak for itself.

Since its inception, clients who 
made Enlighten a leading skin 
whitening product are still the 
same group keeping the product 
alive. And this group just keeps 
on growing.

Why Enlighten? It contains 
honest-to-goodness levels of the 
master antioxidant Glutathione 
500mg.

We draw strength from many 
factors, largely from our experi-
enced manufacturing laboratory 
whose 40-year-strong presence 
in the food supplements industry 
has been heralded with awards of excellence.

Formulated and manufactured in California, 
U.S.A, Enlighten with Collagen has been known 
to improve skin appearance, color and texture. 
Specifically, clients who have been on the En-
lighten with Collagen regimen have noticed a 
more even complexion free from dark spots.

Enlighten users have also 
tracked improvements in feel and 
texture of their skin.

Besides Glutathione, Enlighten 
is part Vitamin C, Vitamin E, Pa-
paya, Alpha Lipoic Acid, Colla-
gen, and Rosehips.

These quality ingredients work 
hand in hand in replenishing the 
skin with nutrients it needs for 
optimum health.

A bonus that avid Enlighten 
users enjoy from this product is 
the antioxidant effects of Gluta-
thione.

Glutathione has been proven to 
fortify immunity from toxins.

To learn more about Enlighten 
and its effects, please visit www.
skinbymonet.com. For purchase 
information, please call 1-888-

MAGANDA or 1-888-626-2632.
Taking Enlighten with Collagen is not substi-

tute for healthy diet. It is not meant to treat any 
disease.

For terms of use, please go to www.skinby-
monet.com. � (Advertising Supplement)

(En)Lighten Up!
Skin whitening for people who want results

I want out!  Dissolution 
or legal separation?

Step into sensational style this summer
Don’t sacrifice style, with affordable fashion from JCPenney

The “can-do” cardigan can 
dress up or relax both work and 
play outfits.  American Living 
and St. John’s Bay offers a range 
of bright colors for any occasion!

Frill seekers, look no further. 
Ruffles offer a fun, flirty, feminine 
touch and are everywhere, from 
dresses and blouses, to tunics, 
jackets and tee shirts. Both a.n.a 
and East 5th offer great ruffles 
for the season in all shapes and 
sizes.

Tunics are the hot toppings for 
spring with a diverse selection 
of striking silhouettes - all de-
signed to go with the flow.  From 
tailored contours to cascading 
halters, from solids to bold prints 
from nicole by Nicole Miller, and 
delicate organza to a unique, in-
tricate mesh, tunics give tops a 
fresh, new perspective. 

A striking array of colorful flo-
ral prints bloom in every corner 
of your wardrobe on dresses, car-
digans, blouses, pants and even 
swimwear.  A floral print Bisou 
Bisou maxi dress is the perfect 
way to show your true colors this 
spring!

 For Juniors - JCPenney of-
fers summer favorites that won’t 
break the bank.  All the key 
seasonal trends are translated 
into the perfect “mix & match” 
pieces,  from maxi dresses to 
short shorts, from skinny jeans to 
oversized, “boyfriend fit “jackets, 
from flirty, ruffled blouses to tai-
lored vests.

Go casual in a C7P raglan tee, 
or go flirty in a ditsy print Decree 
halter top.

Fabulosity offers an array of 
statement pieces this season: 
bold colors, gold buttons, and hi-
waist pants give you that unique 
look that will keep heads turn-
ing!

Shirtdresses and fly-away 
sweaters will be a go-to for any 
gal this season. Check out Ari-

zona or Decree for great styles 
and prints!

For Swimwear - A splash of 
sparkle will make you shine.  
From a flattering one piece or 
solid color suits to innovative sep-
arates including banded halters 
and skirted bottoms in unique 
metallic prints, there are swim-
suits to complement all shapes 
and sizes.

The newest swimwear line De-
cree offers a range of stand-out 
prints with flirty ruffle detail and 
bold colors.

American Living offers that 
nautical edge that keeps it classy 
and sophisticated.

Be daring this season by the 
beach with a monokini from the 
Arizona line!

 For Accessories – Hit your 
stride this spring, in strappy san-
dals, chunky platforms, cut-out 
heels and  delicate flats.  JCPen-
ney makes it easy to get a handle 
on color with handbags in the key 
color palette of the season.  The 
culmination of style, function and 
form is evident in the updated se-
lection of satchels, totes and hobo 
bags.  Fashion jewelry is big and 
bold, beautiful including dramat-
ic hoop earrings to chunky, col-
orful, multi-strand necklaces.

 For Him - Preppy is the most 
important trend of the sea-
son, strikingly captured in both 
JCPenney’s Men’s and Young 
Men’s collections. From strik-
ing brights to soothing pastels to 
rejuvenated neutrals, color ener-
gizes both the Men’s and Young 
Men’s collections this season.  
Put a new splash on preppy nau-
tical tones with bold washes of 
yellow. White is hot for spring 
and offers a striking contrast to 
the bold colors of the season.   

Unique crests and patches 
update traditional polo’s and 
jackets. Young Men’s takes this 
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