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RP filmmakers eye Cannes filmfest
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ACTRESS GINA Pareño is no stranger to the slums of Baseco 
compound in Port Area, Manila.

“Shooting there is hard, but I’ve gotten used to it,” she tells Inquirer 
Entertainment. “Ka-vibes ko mga tao do’n (I get along with the residents there).”

She has 
worked in 
Baseco on 
three occasions: 
twice for the 
ABS-CBN drama 
anthology 
Maalaala Mo 
Kaya, and for 
the opening 
scenes of the 
soap opera 
Tayong Dalawa.

For her 
latest indie film, 
Ralston Jover’s 
Bakal Boys, 
she revisits 
Baseco and acts 
with actual 
slum dwellers 
— particularly real-life bakal boys or kids who dive for scrap metal in the fetid waters of 
the abandoned shipyard.

A show biz veteran, Gina knew how to handle young, inexperienced co-stars like Ian 
Villaroel, 
Vincent Alano, 
Meljun Guinto 
and JR Alano 
who play the 
Bakal Boys.

“Siyempre 
they can 
be makulit 
(hyperactive),” 
she says. So 

she sat down with them for a heart-to-heart. “I told them that if they do well in this movie, 
they can become symbols of hope for Baseco.”

Bakal Boys reunites her with Jover, who wrote the script for Kubrador, which won for 
her three international awards. She also hit it off with producers Albert Almendralejo and 
Bessie Badilla.

Still a thrill
Gina has grown accustomed to globe-trotting for her indie movies. She was recently 

named Best Supporting Actress for Dante Mendoza’s Serbis at the 3rd Asian Film Awards, 
held in Hong Kong and dubbed the region’s Oscars.

Although she insists that she’s “contented” Gina admits that this latest trophy still gave 
her quite a thrill. “May kiliti pa rin (I still got tickled pink).” n

From Baseco to HK

MANILA—Filipino filmmak-
ers continue to make their 
presence felt in international 

festivals. 
Last year, local films won more than 30 international 

awards. Now, several RP productions are vying for a slot in 
the world’s premier festival in Cannes, France, said Nonoy 
Lauzon, cinema programmer of the UP Film Institute.

Although there was no Pinoy entry in the latest Berlin 
film fest early this year, there’s a chance that a local movie 
will be featured in Cannes in May — following last year’s 
Serbis in the main competition and Now Showing in the 
Directors’ Fortnight. This is according to Lauzon and 
independent producer Arleen Cuevas.

Among the indie titles being mentioned (for the main 
section and Directors’ Fortnight) are: Raymond Red’s 
Himpapawid, Ralston Jover’s Bakal Boys, Dante Mendoza’s 
Chop Chop, Raya Martin’s Independencia, Bing Lao’s Biyaheng 
Lupa, Senedy Que’s Dose, Sherad Anthony Sanchez’s 
Imburnal, among others.

Formal unveiling of the Cannes lineup is on April 23.
Whether a Pinoy film makes it or not, the country is sure 

to get noticed in the fest because a foreign film shot in the 
Philippines is reportedly assured a spot.

Joanne Bañaga, who worked as line producer in 
Vietnamese filmmaker Tran Anh Hung’s I Come With the Rain, 
said that the movie, partly shot in Mindanao, is a shoo-in.

Hartnett starrer
Set in a mining village in Mount Diwalwal, the movie 

top-bills three international superstars: Hollywood’s Josh 
Hartnett, Korea’s Byung-hun Lee and Japan’s Takuya Kimura.

Bañaga said a Pinoy jukebox song, Bing Rodrigo’s 
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Motherhood 
becomes her

by Jake RamiRez
Inquirer.net

RACHEL Talleon became aware of fame’s upside/downside at a 
young age, while studying at Colegio de Santa Rosa where she 
was discovered as a TV model for a toothpaste brand.

She did the crossover to become a movie star and was renamed Dawn Zulueta, who even showed her 
talent in singing and hosting as one of Kuya Germs’ angels every Sunday lunch.

After a string of notable films, especially the now-classic and critically-acclaimed Hihintayin Kita Sa Langit, 
Dawn has settled down with Rep. Anton Lagdameo and gave birth to son Jacobo. She spends most of her 
time in Davao City where she helps her husband in outreach programs.

Now, she could be one of the most beloved moms in show business. Most have painted Dawn as a true 
woman of substance.

“Why, thank you!” Dawn enthuses, “You can give credit to my husband Anton and first-born Jacobo for 
giving me the drive to be a better person, either as a wife and mother. Marriage and motherhood really do 
bring out the best in a woman.”

The day Dawn realized she was pregnant again was indeed a memorable one for the actress. They waited 
for a long time to have Jacobo and to have found out about the second pregnancy. She remembers waking 
up Anton earlier than he was accustomed to.

“He was a bit surprised at first. When the news sank in, he sat up wide awake. He was thrilled and very 
grateful for the wonderful blessing.”

Further ultrasound tests showed that the coming baby is a girl.
Dawn gives credit to her team of doctors who are ensuring a safe pregnancy: They are familiar with the 

difficulties that Dawn encountered while pregnant with Jacobo. So far, everything is leading smoothly to the 
July date with the stork.

As with every aspect of her motherhood, her kids’ nutrition is a vital concern. Dawn searched far and wide 
for the appropriate supplement to give Jacobo. “I used GainPlus Advance as the milk supplement for Jacobo’s 
young life,” she explains. “It was the milk recommended by his pediatrician.”

While Dawn lives the life that so many dream of, one thing that connects her to moms everywhere is her 
concern for the health and nourishment of Jacobo, and her soon-to-be-born daughter. n
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“ Siyempre they can be makulit 
(hyperactive),” she says. So she sat down 

with them for a heart-to-heart. “I told them 
that if they do well in this movie, they can 

become symbols of hope for Baseco.”

Raymond Red

A scene from the movie Himpapawid. 
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Gintong Araw, 
is featured 
prominently in 
the soundtrack.

“When I 
translated the 
song’s lyrics for 
the director, he 
fell in love with 
it,” said Bañaga. 
“He liked the idea 
that it’s entitled 
‘Golden Sun.’ He 
also loved the 
melody.”

6 in 
Barcelona

In a related 
development, 
six Filipino films 
will be screened 
at the 11th 
Barcelona Asian 
Film Festival, set 
in the Spanish 
city from April 30 
to May 10.

Included in a 
section dubbed “Focus on Southeast Asian Cinema” are Adolf 
Alix Jr.’s Adela, Tara Illenberger’s Brutus, Que’s Dose, Francis 

Xavier Pasion’s Jay, Ronnie Bertubin’s Kurap, and Mendoza’s 
Serbis. n




