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IMMIGRANT LIVING:
101 AND BEYOND 

(STORIES can teach, heal, 
entertain, remind and bring 
home a message with laser-like 
accuracy and oftentimes, with 
latent comment. They appeal to 
all ages. I like retelling the old 
classics. Like organic fruits and 
vegetables from an older gene 
pool, these stories come with 
neither manipulation nor artificial 
embellishments, and perhaps, are 
a good thing to chew on. Simple, 
organic, direct—these are the 
stories we remember.  Here’s 
another helping from a series of 
old classic tales, so appropriate 
to write about, today being April 
Fool’s Day.)

Long ago in the island of 
Crete, there lived a man 
named Daedalus, who 

was famed for his skills as an 
inventor. He worked for King Mi-
nos. Foremost among his many 
achievements was building the 
labyrinth in which the king kept 
the Minotaur, a fearsome, leg-
endary beast who was half-man 
and half-bull that fed on human 
flesh. It was said that anyone 
who went into the labyrinth nev-
er came out of it again because 
of its complex, undecipherable 
winding walls and corridors. 

Daedalus was brilliant and this 
was a problem for the king. Al-
though Daedalus had been giv-
ing the king great and loyal ser-
vice all his life, Minos was deeply 
insecure and feared that Dae-
dalus who was wise, celebrated 
and ingenious would, one day 
challenge him to become king. 
As a preemptive move, Minos 
imprisoned Daedalus and his 
son, Icarus in a prison tower. The 
king underestimated Daedalus, 
for one dark night, father and son 
escaped from their prison tower. 
They found out however that it 
was well nigh impossible to es-
cape the island with the paranoid 

Hubris and the Folly of Youth
“The deepest definition of youth is life as 
yet untouched by tragedy.”

— Alfred North Whitehead

King Minos sending out an all 
points bulletin to his mindless 
minions. Minos’ soldiers care-
fully searched every boat that 
left the island.

Father and son took cover in 
a remote cave along the shore 
hidden from the watchful eyes 
of Minos’ soldiers while Daeda-
lus figured out a way to escape. 
Watching the seagulls for hours 
soaring and diving for food on 
the shore, Daedalus was struck 
with the idea of flight as an es-
cape route. He caught one bird 
and studied the structure and 
form of its wings and after care-
ful thought, decided to copy how 
a wing is made. He instructed 
Icarus to catch seagulls and 
pluck their feathers. When there 
were enough feathers, he sewed 
them together and used melted 
wax to bind the feathers on a 
wooden framework. He created 
the contraption so skillfully that 
they looked like a giant replica 
of a bird’s wings. He customized 
two pairs of wings for himself 
and for his son, careful to take 
each of their individual body 
weights into consideration.

But having wings was one 
thing, knowing how to use those 
wings to fly was another. So Dae-
dalus strapped his wings and still 
taking his cue from the seagulls 
on how to soar, swoop, dive and 
glide, he proceeded to learn how 
to fly so that the wings felt like a 
seamless part of his arms and his 
body. He studied wind currents, 
the waters of the sea and the 
heat of the sun. Having gained 
the skill, he proceeded to teach 
his son patiently. 

At first, Icarus stumbled and 
fell and when he got past the first 
few fumbles, the youth learned 
quickly, his lithe, svelte form 
seemingly destined for flight. He 
learned to fly like a bird, swoop-
ing and diving, gliding and cir-
cling about, looking down below 

at the blue waters and their is-
land prison, now a mere speck 
from above, and frolicking about 
overhead, chasing the seagulls 
and rolling in the clouds. Free-
dom was a heady drink. Icarus 
felt complete elation, knew the 
incredible lightness of being 
and tasted the sweet freedom of 
flight.

Then came the day when Dae-
dalus and Icarus were to fly out 
of Crete. The sun was up, and the 
wind was mild and Daedalus de-
cided it was an auspicious day to 
make the great escape. Daedalus 
sat his son down and looked him 
in the eyes for serious pre-flight 
instructions knowing that once 
in the air, there would be little 
chance for communication. “Pay 
attention, Icarus. Stick close be-
hind me and watch your altitude. 
Fly too low and the sea with its 
moisture will make your wings 
too heavy. Fly too high and the 
heat of the sun will melt the 
wax in your wings. Take heed 
and stay close.” Icarus nodded 
agreement but he was far too ex-
cited and his mind was already 
in the sky.

Daedalus took off flapping his 
wings faster and faster to get 
vertical lift-off and escape grav-
ity. Icarus followed suit and took 
off shortly after. As they flew, the 
people on the ground in Crete 
watched in amazement wonder-
ing whether the winged crea-
tures are the gods themselves 
flying.

Icarus trailed his father closely 
at first, following his flight pat-
tern and struggling to take heed 
of his father’s admonitions. But 
feeling an overwhelming sense 
of growing power in his ability to 
fly, reveling in his freedom and 
giving in to his impetuous, youth-
ful nature, Icarus deviated a little 
at first, taking little swoops and 
side trips and catching up with 
his father who was intently flying 

on a steady speed and altitude. 
As Icarus swooped, dived and 
indulged frivolously in his aerial 
acrobatics, Icarus soon forgot his 
father’s words and flew higher 
and higher towards the noonday 
sun. Then the wax in his wings 
melted, the wooden framework 
broke apart and the feathers 
blew away. Wingless and pan-
icking, Icarus plunged headlong 
like deadweight into the blue 
waters. Daedalus swooped down 
in hot pursuit to save his son but 
it was much too late. All he saw 
were a few feathers floating on 
the surface.

Daedalus, with a heavy heart 
at the tragic loss of his beloved 
Icarus, managed to fly to Sicily. 
In his grief, Daedalus retired his 
wings, lost his love for life and 
never flew again.

Over and over again through 

the generations, we see this 
tendency of some of the young 
ones to “forget” the things they 
have been taught and allow 
hubris and folly to rule. Some 
throw away everything they 
have learned and painstakingly 
worked for in one impetuous de-
cision or action. It is as if their 
overwhelming sense of freedom, 
newly-attained independence 
and sense of power goads them 
to “fly close to the sun.” Humility 
gets torpedoed and overweening 
pride rules. They feel they no lon-
ger need guidance from anyone. 
Sometimes a good scare or a tiny 
thorn of bad experience can be 
humbling and worth more than a 
lifetime of warnings, advice and 
admonitions to nudge prideful 
youth back to reality and on the 
straight and narrow. 

While we may think that this 
tendency of the youth today is 
unique to our times, we only 
have to look back several thou-

sand years to know that the sce-
nario may have changed, the 
cast of characters in every gen-
eration in every nation may be 
different, but the predilection for 
hubris and folly in some of the 
youth remains the same. 

We need to be reminded too 
that as adults, we were once just 
as young and just as foolish, per-
haps even more so. But we were 
lucky and got a pass because 
life was magnanimous enough 
to let us get past this harrowing 
stage with barely a scratch and 
live long enough to see the cycle 
repeated in our children. 

And on and on until the sun 
dies, the cycle goes.

* * *
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INLAND EMPIRE, CA—Lennar is giving all 
prospective homebuyers an all-inclusive 
Spring Break at a time when they need it the 

most, complete with up to $18,000 in tax credits 
from the government,  incredible financing through 
Universal American Mortgage Company of Califor-
nia (UAMC), significantly reduced pricing, finan-
cial security programs and much more. 

Throughout the month of April, all homebuy-
ers can participate in Lennar’s extraordinary BIG 
Spring Break program; however, most of them are 
only available for a limited time, so homebuyers 
are encouraged to act quickly to take advantage of 
all the exciting money-saving opportunities avail-
able. 

Lennar will help homebuyers be among the first 
to take advantage of unbelievable government tax 
credits. Qualified first-time home buyers can bene-
fit from a federal tax credit of up to $8,000 on home 
purchases without ever having to repay. 

In addition, California residents can apply 
for a tax credit on a brand new home of up to 
$10,000, which is being offered to all home-
buyers and requires no reimbursement. This 
tax credit is only available until the total $100 
million allotment is distributed, so homebuyers 
are strongly encouraged to act early while fund-
ing is still available. As of March 18, there have 
already been 1,188 applications filed with the 
California Franchise Tax Board signaling that 
funding will go fast. 

“With so many extraordinary financial assis-
tance programs for homebuyers, it is the perfect 
time to buy a new home and take advantage of all 
the benefits being offered,” said Tara Conklin, Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing for Lennar Inland 
Empire.  “Lennar strives to offer only the very best 
value in homes each and every day but this incred-
ible combination of offers is truly second to none. 

With the government tax credits, financing, and the 
lowest home prices we’ve seen in a decade, buyers 
have everything they need to get into the home of 
their dreams today.”

Along with the “BIG Spring Break” program, 
Lennar is continuing its “Peace of Mind” Mort-
gage Payment Protection Program at selected 
new home communities nationwide. Designed to 
offer some security and comfort in the event of a 
job loss, Lennar’s program provides assistance to 
those who experience financial difficulty due to job 
loss. Qualified homeowners that are enrolled in 
the Peace of Mind Mortgage Payment Protection 
Program benefit from up to ($1,800) per month for 
up to (six months) of the homeowner’s mortgage 
payments †.

Celebrating its 55th anniversary, Lennar has 
grown to become one of the nation’s leading 
homebuilders.  With hundreds of Communities na-
tionwide and homes designed for first-time, move-
up and luxury homebuyers, Lennar has long dis-
tinguished itself by simply including everything as 
standard under its motto, “Everything You Want, 
Everything You Need, That’s the Logic of Lennar.”

Lennar’s “BIG Spring Break” Sale is already 
underway in Inland Empire and will be ongoing 
throughout April. Welcome Home Centers are open 
Thursday thru Sunday, 10am to 6pm and Wednes-
day from, 10am to 1pm.  For a complete list of 
Communities in your area, call (877) 205.3486 

For further information about the Federal tax 
credit visit FederalHousingTaxCredit.com and for 
information about the State of California tax credit 
visit, ftb.ca.gov/individuals/new_home_credit.sht-
ml.

Buyers are encouraged to speak with their tax 
advisor and check out helpful links and resources 
on www.LENNAR.com.
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