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RECENTLY, the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals ruled that a child
must also suffer the consequences
of her parent’s immigration fraud
or inadmissibility. Although the
“child” in that case was already
an adult and a US citizen at the
time of the court’s ruling, the US
government still sought to have
her US passport revoked and the
child removed/deported, because
she did not have a valid immigrant
visa.

In that case, the child’s father
entered the United States in the
80’s as a visitor. He later became
a permanent resident through
marriage to a US citizen. The
problem was that he claimed that
his first wife had died, such that, as
a widower, he was able to legally
marry the American.

At age 9, the child was able
to immigrate to the US through
her father. In her immigration
application, she also stated that
her mother had died in 1985.
After the child and her siblings
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Child is ‘guilty’ of parents’

immigration crime

had successfully entered the

US and became US citizens, her
father divorced his American
wife. Miraculously, his “dearly
departed” first wife found new
life, and was able to enter the

US under an assumed name. (In
other words, she was never really
“dead"”). She remarried the child’s
father, and he petitioned his first
wife for a green card.

The root of all their problems
was when the father claimed his
first wife was dead, so that he
could marry the American. All
the while, he knew he was still
married to his first wife at the time
that he married the American
second wife. Instead of taking the
proper steps of terminating his
first marriage (through annulment
or divorce), he took the quick and
“easy” way, by claiming she was
dead. Unfortunately, however, by
law, since the first wife was alive,
then his marriage to the American
was void as bigamous. Therefore,
he obtained his green card and
citizenship through fraud. The
government went after them, and
eventually, the father and mother
pled guilty to naturalization fraud,
had their citizenship revoked and
they were removed/deported.

The government then went
after the children, arguing that
since they all obtained their
green cards and citizenship
through their father’s fraudulent
immigration status, the children
were also not entitled either
to their green cards or US
citizenship. The “child” (who was
by now an adult) argued that
because she was a minor at the
time she immigrated to the US,
she should not be removed/
deported, because she did
not know of her parent’s fraud
and/or inadmissibility, and that
she should not be “guilty” of her
parents’ immigration crimes.

The court disagreed, and held
that a parent’s knowledge of the
fraud can be imputed (attribute
the fault or responsibility) to the
child. Thus, this child was forced
to suffer the consequences of her
parents’ immigration fraud.

The lesson to be learned is
that when faced with applying
for immigration benefits,
people have the choice of doing
something “right” or “right now,”
meaning they can do something
correctly, or take quick but
often illegal short cuts. In this
particular case, had the father
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‘CITIZEN PINOY.
This Sunday, award-
winning comedienne
Pokwang (left) joins
attorney-to-the-stars
Michael J. Gurfinkel
(right) and spices
up the most popular
immigration talk show
on television—'Citizen
Pinoy," where she
recalls her own life
as an OFW! Tune in for
zany entertainment
and relevant
US immigration
information in this
encore episode of
‘Citizen Pinoy’ on TFC:

TFC Sundays 5:40pm PST
Wednesdays 12:15am PST

ANCUS Sundays Tlam PST
Sundays 9am PST
Thursdays 8am PST

ANC PHIL Sundays 4pm Phil
Mondays 12am Phil

legally terminated his marriage to

his first wife (through divorce or
annulment), then none of these
problems would have arisen.
Instead, he chose the “right now”
approach, and decided to obtain
his immigration status through
fraud. He kept pushing his luck,
until he was discovered. Not only
did he and his wife suffer the
consequences, but their children
as well.
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That is why it is so important
that when it comes to something
as important as your immigration
status, that you seek the advice
of a reputable attorney, who can
advise you on the “right” way to
proceed.

* % %

Michael J. Gurfinkel is licensed, and an
active member of the State Bar of California
and New York. All immigration services are
provided by, or under the supervision of, an
active member of the State Bar of California.
Each case is different. The information
contained herein (including testimonials,

“Success Stories,” endorsements and re-
enactments) is of a general nature, and is not
intended to apply to any particular case, and
does not constitute a prediction, warranty,
guarantee or legal advice regarding the
outcome of your legal matter. No attorney-
client relationship is, or shall be, established
with any reader.

WEBSITE: www.gurfinkel.com

Call Toll free to schedule a consultation
for anywhere in the US:

(866)—GURFINKEL

Four offices to serve you: LOS ANGELES -
SAN FRANCISCO - NEW YORK - PHILIPPINES
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Western Union Foundation
pledges immediate relief for
flood response in the Philippines

Immediate direct financial aid to World Vision

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.—The
Western Union Foundation,
the philanthropic arm of the
Western Union Company, today
pledged a series of initiatives
- immediate direct financial
support, agent fund matching for
reconstruction, employee giving
and charity drives - towards relief
and reconstruction efforts in the
Philippines, following devastating
flooding brought by Tropical
Storm Ketsana.

The Western Union
Foundation joined international
relief agency World Vision
to provide immediate relief
including provisions, medical
supplies and emergency bedding
for 500 Filipino families up to the
value of US$50,000.

Western Union’s Philippine
headquarters and regional call
center AROC, both based in
Manila, have begun a charity

drive to encourage employees

to donate money, supplies

and volunteer hours. Financial
donations, made by Western
Union employees worldwide,

will be matched by the Western
Union Foundation under its
Employee Giving Circles Program
and donated to World Vision.

All employee donations in-kind
will be channeled to the ABS-
CBN Foundation, which offers
outreach programs for children,
their families and the community.
Employee volunteer hours will be
channeled to World Vision.

The storm, which packed
maximum wind speeds of nearly
110 kph, brought one month'’s
rain to the capital city of Manila
and neighboring provinces in
less than seven hours. Itis the
worst disaster to hit Manila and
surrounding areas in decades.
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PROVEN HEALTH BENEFITS:
- Lowers Blood Pressure

- Normalizes Blood Supar Level

- Prévents Gouts

- Reduces Pain & Swelling of Arthritis

- Cantrols Bad Cholesierol

- Pravents Heart & Kidney Disease

- Prevents Early Sign of Aging

- Loaded with 46 Antioxdants

- And a kot more!

Distribuled By: LARK-ELLEN INC.
1557 E. Amar Hd. Suite H
West Covina, CR 51782

626.964.6194 626-638-5733
626.512.5726
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