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DATELINE PHILIPPINES

Gov. Barbers leads NP oathtakers in Surigao

SURIGAO CITY—Nacionalista Party (NP) Presi-
dent Sen. Manny Villar swore in Surigao del Norte
Gov. Robert Ace Barbers as the newest member of
the country’s oldest political party at the Provincial
Sports Complex, attended by over 25,000 grass-
roots supporters.

Villar likewise administered the oath to around
200 local leaders including 65 incumbents with six
mayors and seven vice-mayors led by Surigao City
Mayor Alfonso Casurra, recipient of the Local Gov-
ernment Leadership Award.

Congressional bet Atty. Constantino “Banjo” Na-
varro III of the influential Navarro clan in Surigao
also took his oath as NP.

The bleachers of the stadium were overfilled
with participants in white shirts who cheered and
remained standing during the entire program. Even
the racetrack teemed with people. “This is a mani-
festation of the kind of support given to Sen. Man-
ny Villar by the people of Surigao,” emphasized
Governor Barbers, “Reflecting the sentiments of
many of our constituents, we are confident that the
vision of the Nacionalista Party for the country will
pave the way for progress in our province.”

“I deeply value your support which comes at a
time when strong partners are needed in helping
rebuild the lives and restore the hopes of our peo-
ple, lashed by calamities,” said Villar, who himself
has been aggressively leading rescue and relief ef-
forts since the height of typhoon Ondoy.

“As a nation, poverty is our enemy. Coming from
and eventually rising from it, I am able to partner
with you in addressing, mitigating, and finding so-
lutions to this scourge,” said Villar, who started out
as a shrimp vendor until he honed his entrepre-
neurial skills (with “sipag at tiyaga”), leading to his
success.

With the NP leader at the event were stalwarts
and spokesmen, former Rep. Juan Pablo “Rimpy”
Bondoc and Atty. Adel Tamano, who is also strong-
ly pushing NP’s vision for Mindanao.

The senator immediately returned to Manila after
the event to pursue assistance initiatives to typhoon
victims. Villar’s team started deploying trucks which
have so far transported and brought over 1,000 peo-
ple to safety since Saturday, Oct. 2. while continuing
relief operations guided by calls for help through his
rescue line +639174226800.
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The social welfare officer of

No longer habitable for 700,000 residents Laguna said in his Oct. 4 report

to the Social Action Center (SAC)

by RomuLo PoNTE
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SAN PABLO CITY—Dry land
has disappeared in hundreds of
villages swallowed by Laguna
Lake, making these uninhabitable
for more than 700,000 people in
Laguna province.

Siniloan, Pangil, Paete, Kalayaan,
Lumban, Sta. Cruz, Pila, Victo-
ria, Calauan, Bay, Los Bafos,
Cabuyao, Bifian and San Pedro,
and the cities of Calamba and
Sta. Rosa virtually “disappeared”
from the map.

Some villages in the towns of

The floods came, and never left,
with the water level in the lake ris-
ing by at least 10 feet (the height
of an average house), according
to a report from the Laguna Lake
Development Authority.

Hundreds of lakeshore villages
in the towns of Mabitac, Pakil,

Pagsanjan and Sta. Maria were
also flooded.

Floodwaters in these towns and
cities were several feet deep.

More than a week after the
onslaught of Tropical Storm
“Ondoy” (international code-
name: Ketsana), the flood has

of the San Pablo Diocese that
13 persons were killed, 750,248
people were displaced and 20
towns submerged in the province
when the lake overflowed due to
Ondoy.

The province has about 2.5
million residents.

Highway submerged

Two residents from Pakil town,
who came to the SAC office in
San Pablo on Oct. 5 to get relief
goods for their neighbors, said
that despite being spared by Ty-
phoon “Pepeng” (international
codename: Parma), the lake’s wa-
ter level continued to increase be-
cause the Caliraya Dam released
water into the lake.

The residents said the coastal
highway along Paete and Pakil
remained flooded and unpass-
able.

Public and private commuters
had to negotiate through interior
roads of the town centers of Paete
and Pakil to get through Pangil,
Siniloan and nearby areas. The
roads in the town centers remain
flood free.

“There is always heavy traffic
occurring inside Paete and Pakil
towns as the bulk of commuters
collectively crowd the narrow
streets of the municipalities,”
said the residents, who did not
give their names. M





