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HEALTH OFFICIALS TELL PACMAN TO DELAY HOMECOMING

Pacquiao ignores DOH flu advisory

by KATHERINE ADRANEDA & ABAC CORDEO
Philstar.com

ANILA—There's no stopping “people’s
champ” MannyPacquiao fromreturning
to the country—not bad weather or
pleas from officials worried about his being a
potential carrier of the deadly A(H1N1) influenza

virus.

The boxing legend also shrugged off
the prospect of being quarantined if he
shows symptoms of the disease, which

has claimed lives in Mexico and the Unit-
ed States.
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lt's Pacquiao’s time!
The pound-for-pound king captures 6th world title

by JOSEPH PIMENTEL
AJPress

Filipinos read about Pacquiao in the March issue of

Balikbayan Magazine.

AS VEGAS, NV—WITH one
devastating left hook, Manny
Pacquiao showed everyone why

he is the pound-for-pound best boxer in
the world.

AJPress Photo by Andy Tecson

AJPress Photo by Robert Macabagdal

In front of a sold out crowd at the MGM
Grand Garden Arena Saturday night, May
2, Pacquiao made quick work of The
Pride of Manchester Ricky Hatton, the
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Pacquiao in
Time's 100 most
influential list

by VINCENT CABREZA
Inquirer.net

AGUIO CITY—Fresh from

Ba two-round demolition of

Briton Ricky Hatton last May
2, Filipino boxing sensation Manny Pac-
quiao was cited by Time Magazine as
among its 100 most influential people
in the world.

Time’s May 11 issue featured Pac-
quiao, who placed 22nd, among its
Heroes and Icons” category of people
who inspire, alongside American First
Lady Michelle Obama, media mogul
Oprah Winfrey, golfing sensation Tiger
Woods and Spanish tennis star Rafael
Nadal.

Former world heavyweight champion
Lennox Lewis saw Pacquio as “becom-
ing the Philippine President one day” in
a three-paragraph feature on Pacquiao
that he wrote for the issue.

Although he cited Pacquiao’s failed
bid to become a lawmaker in 2007,
Lewis likened the Mindanao-born
boxer’s grip over the Philippines to
Nelson Mandela’s influence in South
Africa.

“In fact, he already ran for Congress
in the Philippines but lost, in part
because voters thought he could do
more for the country as an inspirational
champion boxer. [ agree with the Fili-
pino people,” Lewis said in the article.

Pacquiao, a native of General Santos
City, ran and lost to South Cotabato Rep-
resentative Darlene Antonino-Custodio
(first district) in the 2007 elections.
Pacquiao, in a recent CNN interview,
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Photo requirement guidelines for new MRP

A “MONA LISA” smile is strongly sug-
gested for Filipinos who will have their
pictures taken for their passport applica-
tions.

Unacceptable photos may be rejected,
causing applications for machine-readable
passports (MRPs) to be delayed.

“When having their photos taken,
applicants may smile. The “Mona Lisa”
smile is recommended,” the Philippine
Consulate General Los Angeles (PCG LA)
said in its website.

It further said in its guidelines that an
applicant may show teeth and gums but
the smile “should not distort his or her
features in the photo.”

For its part, the Philippine Consulate
General New York (PCG New York) also
reminded passport applicants to show a
“medium smile” in their pictures. Photos
can be rejected if the image is distorted
where “the head is tilted or the smile
is too wide,” it said in an earlier press
statement.

Smiling is only one of a stringent set
of rules on photograph submissions that
both consular offices are imposing on
MRP applicants.

Other photographs that could be denied
are those where women are wearing
excessive make-up and/or large earrings,
as well as those where men are wearing
make-up and/or earrings.

Applicants wearing dark eyeglasses or
colored contact lenses in photos will not
be accepted. Dirty, damaged, or digitally-
altered pictures are also unacceptable.
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“The photograph of the passport holder
is important because it verifies the identity
of the holder,” the Passport Division of the
Philippine Office of Consular Affairs said
in its guideline.

Other photo requirements include: royal
blue background, frontal shot, and wear-
ing of collared shirt or any decent attire.
Passport applicants also need to make
sure that both ears can be seen in the
photographs that they will submit.

To make compliance easier for Filipinos
in New York, the Philippine Consulate in
the city has discussed its strict require-
ments with several photo studios in the
area.

PCG New York Vice Consul Elena Man-
ingat said their office has provided the
blue photo background to these studios.
She added the studios agreed to re-take
photographs that may be rejected at no
additional cost to the applicant.

“This way, we are assured that the pho-
tos are up to the standard needed for the
MRP,” she told the Asian Journal.

Vice Consul Maningat said the personal
appearance requirement that the PCG
imposes for MRP applicants works out
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US celebrates Asian Pacific American

Heritage Month

by MomaR G. Visara
AJPress

MAJOR cities of the United States
kicked off the celebration of May as Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month with a
wide array of events: from lion dances
and martial arts exhibitions to concerts,
film showings and poetry readings.

The White House started the ball roll-
ing with a presidential proclamation.

“The vast diversity of languages, re-
ligions, and cultural traditions of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders contin-
ues to strengthen the fabric of American
society,” the Proclamation read, “From
the arrival of the first Asian American and
Pacific Islander immigrants 150 years
ago to those who arrive today, as well as
those native to the Hawaiian Islands and
to our Pacific Island territories, all pos-

sess the common purpose of the fulfilling
the American dream and leading a life
bound by the American ideals of life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
President Barack Obama signed the
proclamation Friday, May 1 and called
“upon the people of the United States
to learn more about the history of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders and to

» PAGE 3

‘HappySlip’ campaign

reaps dividends for RP

by Daxiv Lucas
Inquirer.net

ANILA—Seeking to capitalize on the global travel

Mboom in the years ahead of the global economic

crisis, the Department of Tourism (DOT) last year

enlisted the help of Filipino-American Internet video blogger

Christine “HappySlip” Gambito to encourage balikbayans to
visit the Philippines.

A year later, the HappySlip online marketing campaign has
been hailed as a success in highlighting the country as a tour-
ist destination, especially to traditionally big-spending Filipinos
residing in North America.

According to the DOT, while an exact correlation between
the HappySlip campaign and actual tourist arrivals during the
period cannot be established, there was a substantial increase
in Internet traffic to the department’s site experiencephilip-
pines.ph through the HappySlip video blogs.

“Statistics would show that traffic to the website increased
a day after each HappySlip video blog was uploaded on the
website happyslip.com,” according to DOT Team North Amer-
ica head Corazon Jorda-Apo. “In the first four months of 2008
alone, the DOT website tallied 50,000 visits.”

One day last year, a record was achieved when 1,742 visits to
the DOT’s website was recorded during a 24-hour period.

Because of this innovative approach, the DOT received
this year’s Grand Bronze Anvil Award and the Anvil Award
of Excellence for its online marketing program for the most
outstanding public relations tool—the second straight time
the department has been recognized by Anvil for innovative
marketing.

The HappySlip Blogs campaign leveraged the power of Inter-
net videos and the popularity of Gambito to capture the interest
of second- and third-generation Americans and Canadians.

This eventually enticed “thousands” of North Americans to
explore the Philippines and its destinations, book travel pack-
ages and return to the country with their families and friends,
DOT said.

According to Jorda-Apo, the DOT website received “thou-
sands of feedback” through happyslip.com subscribers.

According to DOT estimates, total tourists from the US gen-
erate for the country on the average $48.57 million per day in
tourists receipts.
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