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THE COMMUNITY CALENDAR

April 15| Wednesday
Riza Hequibal, Filipina Harpist 

to perform
There will be a performance on April 

15, 2005, 7:30pm-10pm at Maribelle’s on 
Madison between 65th & 66th. Featur-
ing Filipina jazz Harpist Riza Hequibal 
joined by internationally acclaimed 
Jazz trumpeter, Marcus Printup. Tick-
ets: $20. Contact (212) 249-4585 for 
more info.
     April 16| Thursday
     Taste of Southeast Asia
     Khmer Legacies will bring together 
award-winning chefs to create an eve-
ning of sweet, savory, hot and spicy 
dishes. Chefs will be offering up sam-
plings from Southeast Asia including 
Thailand, Vietnam and Singapore and 
more. Exotic beer, wine, and cocktails 
included. Chef Simpson Wong of Café 
Asean will be demonstrating a private 
chef cooking lesson prior to the event. 
Tickets $75 in advance / $85 at the 
door / $100 for private chef cooking 
lesson + main event.  From 6:30 pm 
- 10 pm at  723 Washington St. New 
York, NY  10014

April 17| Friday
Pinoy Talent Festival
Everyone is invited to a one-hour 

show that will showcase Filipino talents. 
There will be songs, dance,arnis,tinikling, 
and Ronnie Alejandro’s book exhibition. 
Venue is at: Labouisse Hall, UNICEF 
Bldg., East 44th Street (between 1st 
and 2nd Avenue), NY, NY 10017 on the 
17th of April 2009, 1-2pm .
    April 19| Sunday
   Core’s Community Service Day
  You are cordially invited to CORE’s 
Community Service Day to assist 
Bagong Kulturang Pinoy-New York 
(BKP-NY)’s “A Family Affair”; A Book 
Drive & An Afternoon of Fun for Kids & 
Their Grown-Ups on April 19, 1-6pm at 
the Queens Museum of Art, Flushing 
Meadows  Corona Park  Queens,New 
York. For more info.  go to website www.
core-nyc.org

April 24| Friday
Salu-Salo Para Kay San Lorenzo
The New York Archdiocese’ Fili-

pino Apostolate and the Chapel of San 
Lorenzo Ruiz’ Team Ministry Cordially 
invite you to a Salu- Salo Para kay San 
Lorenzo at the Philippine Center,556 
Fifth Avenue, New York (Kalayaan 
Hall)on April 24,6:30PM. Please con-
firm your attendance with Mr. Reynor 
Santiago (212) 966-1019 and Ms. Marivic 
Dimaculangan (212) 764-1330 ext. 310.
     April 26| Sunday
     Diwa ng Kalayaan

     The Philippine Independence Day 
Council, Inc. (PIDCI) “Diwa ng Kalay-
aan” (Spirit of Independence) 2009 
will be selected and crowned Sunday, 
April 26, 5:30pm-11pm at the Sheraton 
Newark Airport Hotel 128 Frontage 
Road, Newark, New Jersey 07114. To 
register for the contest,for more info. 
Contact Joji Jalandoni (201) 401 7559 
(Committee Chair), or Co-Chairs Elvira 
Reyes (551)208-4986, Linda Limacaco 
(609) 903-1123, Rudy Mariano (860) 
848-7055.

April 27| Monday
Diversity Rocks! Concert with 

Broadway Rocker Rona Figueroa
Broadway Rocker Rona Figueroa will 

make her second Canal Room appear-
ance in DCT’s “Diversity Rocks!” Benefit 
Concert with Lyris Hung on Electric 
Violin and Ernie Fortunato on Guitar on 
April 27, 2008, 7pm at The Canal Room 
(285 West Broadway New York)

May 1| Friday
Screening of “Boses by the As-

sumption Alumnae Association 
Abroad

The Assumption Alumnae Associa-
tion Abroad presents BOSES, Directed 
byEllen Ongkeko-Marfil. The Film stars 
Ricky Davao, Cherry Pie Picache, Meryll 
Soriano and introducing Juilliard-
trained violinist Coke Bolipata and his 
student, Julian Duque, a child violin 
prodigy on May 1st, 6pm-10pm at the 
Church of St. Paul the Apostle (59th 
St. & Columbus Ave., NYC). Ticket: $25 
Group and individual ticket sales, please 
contact: Vina Francisco (646) 203-1611, 
Linden Martinez (201) 224-7739, Ching 
Legarda (914) 793-5351, Rissa Hidalgo 
(908) 397-7206.

May 16| Saturday
5th Diocesan Fiesta of Our Lady 

of Peace & Good Voyage (Birhen ng 
Antipolo)

The Filipino-American Community of 
St. Robert Bellarmine & Other Filipino 
Communities & Devotional Groups of 
Brooklyn & Queens invite everyone to 
join the 5th Diocesan Celebration of Our 
Lady of Peace & Good Voyage (Birhen 
ng Antipolo)to be held on May 16, 2009 
at St. Robert Bellarmine Church located 
at 56-15 213th Street Bayside,  New 
York 11364.

Celebrations start at 3pm with 
rosary / novena, street procession and 
Concelebrated Mass at 5pm followed 
by fellowship and entertainment. Rev. 
Msgr. Ronald T. Marino, V.E., Vicar for 
Migrant & Ethnic Apostolates of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn will be the Main 
Celebrant. 

Please email editor@asianjournalinc.com or call (212) 655-5426 for your
community events for possible publication. 

Rafael undefeated at Simul Chess

VITALIANO “Nonoy” Rafael, 2008 NY 
State Chess Champion (Expert Class) 
went undefeated during the Simulta-

neous Chess Challenge held at the Kalayaan 
Hall of the Philippine Center in New York last 
March 28th.  More than a dozen challengers 
from various Filipino and chess communities 
failed to beat him at a multi-board exhibition 
that lasted for almost 2 hours.

The Ayala Foundation USA, NY Tri-State 
Team and the Philippine Consulate General 
successfully co-sponsored the event which 
aimed to promote and raise funds for GILAS-
Gearing Up Internet Literacy and Access for 
Students. A private/public partnership led by 
Ayala Foundation, aimed at wiring all 6,300 
Philippine public high schools to the Internet 
by building PC Labs.  Over 2,100 schools have 
been connected; serving over a million students 
in meeting the challenge of the 21st century.

Challenger Ed Macarageg, a Professional 
Engineer and a director of the Filipino Ameri-
can Association of Engineers (FAAE) was the 
only player who managed a draw from the 
Chess Champ.  “I defended with the classical 
Queen’s Indian but Mr. Macaraeg played very 
well with white and avoided trading pieces from 
opening to middle game that eventually locked 
the position.  He actually had a better game due 
to a strong passed pawn ready to promote into 
a Queen before I started mixing up to compli-
cate the position,” Nonoy admitted.  “Luckily, 
I found a few brilliant moves that simplified the 
game and opened up to expose his King from 
continuous threats of my Queen.”  A draw was 

agreed upon when Ed’s King was 
checked perpetually by Nonoy’s 
Queen.  Ed won $50-cash prize for 
his feat but generously donated it 
back to GILAS

AF USA President Victoria Gar-
chitorena said, “We are honored 
and hope that we can continue the 
partnership with Nonoy Rafael. He 
can inspire our young Fil Ams to 
aspire for excellence in such a dif-
ficult mental sport as chess.”

Another exciting challenge 
transpired from Philippine Fiesta 
President Nanding Mendez, who is 
an avid chess follower and a class 
B player.  He resigned midway 
after Nonoy penetrated his castled 
King with mating-threat combina-
tions.  Other tough contenders 
included AF Secretary & organizer 
Marilyn Abalos, FAAE President 
Fred Taruc and its officers Butch Agapito, Nick 
Arugay & Rudy Jimena.  

Gift certificates donated by the Village 
Chess Shop and Fat Cat were raffled out to 
the players.

Rafael was 2007 NYC Inter-Bank League 
Team MVP, former World Open & NY Open-
Expert Class Champion, NCAA Board 1 Gold 
Medalist, five-time De La Salle University 
Champion, and Philippine Junior Finalist.  He 
is currently the Chief Tournament Director of 
the NY Fil-Am Chess Club for the past 20 years 
and has more than 30 years of competitive 

chess experience.
He is currently a Program manager for an 

aerospace company and an Engineering & IT 
graduate of De La Salle and Columbia Univer-
sity in New York respectively.

Nonoy is also the NY-Chapter Vice President 
of the FAAE, a Mabuhay award recipient from 
National Association of Filipino Americans-NJ 
and was a Vice President of the De La Salle 
Alumni Association – East Coast.

You can get another chance to play with him 
in a simultaneous chess this August 15th & 
16th at the Philippine Fiesta event in Secaucus, 
New Jersey. n

(Left-to-right): Marilyn Abalos (Ayala Foundation USA), Marievic Dimacuan 
(Phil. Consulate General, Cultural Affairs), Ed Macaraeg, only challenger to 
draw, holding his $50 cash prize, Nonoy Rafael

NEW JERSEY – Emphasizing and taking pride in the talent of a young FilAm girl, 9 year old 
Lianah Sta. Ana of Freehold, NJ competed in her first ever talent competition last March 28 
at The Guild Theatreworks production of Jersey Shore “Idol” Contest.  Lianah  won the first 

place cash prize and was the youngest out of 17 contestants.  
1st place – Lianah Sta. Ana of Freehold, NJ – 9 yrs old (youngest of the 17 contestants)
2nd place – Stephanie Hanvey of Howell, NJ – 11 yrs old
3rd place – Marissa Patella – 12 yrs old
Audience favorite – Chris Grodowski 
The winning song Lianah performed during her first talent competition is Beyonce’s “Listen.”  She 

is currently attending Laura Donovan School in Freehold, NJ and is in fourth grade.  She takes voice 
instruction at the Staten Island Conservatory of Music and Piano instruction from Music University. n  

FilAm wins Jersey Shore Idol Contest

Lianah Sta. Ana - 1st place

Lianah Sta. Ana with her family and friends Lianah with Jersey Shore Idol producer 
Ada Cole

by April TiAmzon
AJPress

ANCOP Foundation USA 
the financial arm of Ga-
wad Kalinga in North 

America, and Couples for Christ 
(CFC) in New Jersey will jointly 
sponsor “Faces of Poverty” photo 
exhibit on May 22, 2009 from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the lobby of 
the Philippine Center, 556 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, NY 10036.

The exhibit will display photos 
of impoverished sectors in Philip-
pine society taken by professional 
photo/videographer Jerry Garcia,   
www.jerrygarciaphotovideo.com 
of New Jersey. The exhibited 
photos will be offered for sale and 
the proceeds will go to Gawad 
Kalinga. 

For particulars about the by 
invitation only exhibit, please call Jun Sucaldito- 201-522-0873; Rey 
Magdadaro-201-982-1551; Jun & Beth Macaraeg; Raul Van-Uy-384-
4908 or Jerry Garcia-551-486-6938. n

‘Faces of Poverty’ photo exhibit 
at Philippine Center
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VP De Castro accepts PIDCI invitation 
as Independence Day guest

NEW YORK – Philippine Vice President Manuel “Noli” L. 
de Castro, Jr. has accepted an invitation extended by the 
Philippine Independence Day Council, Inc. (PIDCI) to be a 

guest at the Philippine Independence Day commemoration on June 
7 in New York City, it was announced by PIDCI President Guillermo 
“Gerry” M. Austria.

The invitation was extended to the Vice President in a letter signed 
by PIDCI President Austria and the Council’s Honorary Adviser, Con-
sul General Cecilia B. Rebong, sent to Manila through the Philippine 
Consulate General in New York.

A full day of activities await Vice President de Castro when he comes 
for the New York Philippine Independence Day.  Traditionally falling 
on the first Sunday in June (the 7th this year), the day starts with an 
early morning (8:00 a.m.) flag ceremony replete with the singing of 
the Philippine National Anthem, “Lupang Hinirang” in front of the 
Philippine Center building at 556 Fifth Avenue, between 45th and 
46th streets.  The flag-raising ceremony is immediately followed by 
an Independence Thanksgiving Mass at Kalayaan Hall on the second 
floor of the Center. 

Three of the many major events commemorating the 111th an-
niversary of the declaration of Philippine Independence scheduled 
for this year take place on that same Sunday, highlighted by the cen-
terpiece event of the commemoration, the Philippine Independence 
Day Parade. 

The Parade opens with brief ribbon-cutting ceremonies on Madison 
Avenue at 41st Street at 11:45 am  At noon this year’s Independence 
Day Parade gets on its way heading South on Madison Avenue until it 
passes a Reviewing Stand on the East side of the Avenue between 30th 
and 29th streets, finally turning off on 27th Street for dispersal. 

Earlier, at about 9:00 am, the whole stretch of Madison Avenue from 
23rd Street to 42nd Street is closed to vehicular traffic by the New 
York Police as vendors, merchants and others start setting up for the 
second major event of the day, the Independence Day Street Fair, a 
two-block, whole day (9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.) veritable Filipino food 
festival (between 24th and 25th Street) and a merchandise, exhibition, 
services and shopping block (25th to 26th Street). 

The third and last major event for the day is the Cultural Festival 
presented on an open stage north of 23rd Street on Madison Avenue.  
It’s a three-hour program of songs, dances and other entertainment 
and cultural fare featuring area and visiting talents and performers, 
mostly Filipino. n

PeoPle & events

NEW YORK- Prominent Fili-
pino artists and activists will 
perform the works of the 

award winning playwright Eve Ensler 
at the the Philippine Center here on 
April 18 to support their continuing 
activities in the 2009 V-Day move-
ment to end violence against women 
and girls. 

This National Federation of Filipino 
American Associations (NaFFAA), the 
Philippine Consulate NY and Tinig 
Mamamayan production will perform 
the The Vagina Monologues, “A 
Memory, A Monologue, A Rant and A 
Prayer as well as Any One of Us and 
features male performers in the anti-
violence discussion. 

This production, spearheaded 
by activist, poet and director, Grace 
Baldisseri, will give support to the 
“comfort women” of Asia who were 
brutalized during World War II, the 
NaFFAA Legal Defense Fund that 
supports Filipino American women in 
domestic violence situations and the 
global spotlight charity, the women of 
Democratic Republic of Congo who are victims of atrocious acts such 
as rape and genital mutilation.

Ms. Baldisseri, the V-Day organizer for NY, NJ and Pennsylvania said 
“I have been involved in many V-Day performances and am inspired 
by each one in its ability to reach out to the community to participate 
and make a difference.” Ms. Baldisseri is not only talking about raising 
funds but taking action one step further by having five certified social 
workers/counselors on-site to support audience members and their 
loved ones who are now ready to have the personal discussion about 
domestic violence in their families and community. 

Among the two dozen performers are Charmaine Clamor, a leading 
jazz vocalist, will also sing over her composed arrangement in tribute 
to the World War II “comfort women,” and M. Eveline Galang, an au-
thor and the leading activist of LOLAS’ House supporting the World 
War II “comfort women.”

Male participant, Merit Salud, a NaFFAA lawyer, said he is “excited 
about performing for the first time” to help raise funds for the Legal 
Defense fund.

Other note worthies in the cast are Amor Ilaw McGuiness, soprano, 
Ester Barroso, a Miss Saigon London broadway performer, Mia Fer-
nandez, co-director of the performance and Secretary, Jersey City 
Filipino-American Chamber of Commerce, Jennifer B. Tjiong, martial 
arts master, Albert Guerzon, broadway actor, and Ernesto Gange, co-
founder of NaFFAA.

This year’s cast is diverse and also includes non-Filipino Americans 
who are donating their time to the cause.

V-Day was founded by the playwright, Ms. Ensler and, to date, has 
raised over $50 million which has funded educational programs around 
the world.  The movement has been cited by both Worth Magazine 
and Marie Claire as one of the leading U.S. charities.

When:   5:00 pm   A Memory, A Monologue, A Rant and A Prayer
    7:00 pm   The Vagina Monologues
Where: Philippine Center, The Kalayaan Hall, 556 Fifth Avenue, 

New York
Ticket Price: $50 for each performance
For more information, please call (917) 531-2014 or write to 

18AprilShow@gmail.com for ticket arrangements. n

  

Artists and activists to voice 
support stopping violence against 

women at Philippine Consulate
 in New York

In Memoriam 

A longtime resident of Cerritos, 
California and very active in the 
Coalition of World War 11 Veter-

ans & Community Organizations, Atty. Nino  
passed away on March 30 after a lingering 
illness (Parkinson’s Disease) at the Philippine Veterans Hospital. He 
is survived by his spouse Silvina Estabillo-Nino, seven children and 
12 grandchildren and one great grandchild. The children with their 
spouses are: Dan E. Nino & spouse: Myrna E. Nino, Amor Meo E. 
Nino/Teresita Pongtilan-Nino, Alex E. Nino/Annie Encarnacion-Nino, 
Thelma E. Nino/Chito Bringas, Ramon E. Nino/Chato Alcantara-Nino, 
Mila E. Nino and Urduja Mempin-Nino/Gerry Mempin. His remains 
lie in state at San Nicolas Catholic Church on Neptune St., Tandang 
Sora, Proj. 8, Quezon City.  Interment will take place on April 8 (Holy 
Wednesday)  at the Holy Cross Memorial Park, Quezon City.      

Bonifacio Dizon Niño
Gentleman, Farmer, 

World War II Veteran,
 Civic Leader WW II Veteran Milagros De Vera 

of Gumaca, Quezon and Jersey 
City was noted for her soprano 

voice andwillingness to help other veter-
ans and their families, asrecalled by Linda 
Mayo at a memorial service in JerseyCity 
for Mila, who passed away on April 3. 
Mila served as a Board Trustee of the Philippine American Veterans 
Organization (PAVO), and at the service, officers,members and 
other contemporaries, including Jose Red, Jose Genito, Nick Casino, 
Espiridion Villanueva and Amanda Umali honored her with their 
words and in silent remembrance with a Veterans’ Farewell ceremony. 
Consul Zaldy Patron also paid his respects on behalf of the Phil. 
Consulate.
 Born on May 21, 1921, Ms. De Vera served in the Tayabas Guerilla 
as a medical service officer and later married Pantaleon De Vera. She 
lived to see the recognition by the US government in February 2008 
of the Filipino Veterans who served with the US military during WW 
II. She is survived by five children, four of them in the NY/NJ area, 
Danton, Delmer, Lenore and Randall. Her body will be flown to the 
Philippines on Good Friday, April 10, for final rites. Fathers Paloma 
and Ver led the memorial services.

Milagros De Vera  
(1921-2009)

WW II Fil-Am Vet

Charmaine Clamor




