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RACHEL Talleon became aware of fame’s upside/downside at a young age, while study-
ing at Colegio de Santa Rosa where she was discovered as a TV model for a toothpaste 
brand.

She did the crossover to become a movie star and was renamed Dawn Zulueta, who even showed 
her talent in singing and hosting as one of Kuya Germs’ angels every Sunday lunch.

After a string of notable films, especially the now-classic and critically-acclaimed Hihintayin Kita 
Sa Langit, Dawn has settled down with Rep. Anton Lagdameo and gave birth to son Jacobo. She 
spends most of her time in Davao City where she helps her husband in outreach programs.

Now, she could be one of the most beloved moms in show business. Most have painted Dawn 
as a true woman of substance.

“Why, thank you!” Dawn enthuses, “You can give credit to my husband Anton and first-born 
Jacobo for giving me the drive to be a better person, either as a wife and mother. Marriage and 
motherhood really do bring out the best in a woman.

The day Dawn realized she was pregnant again was indeed a memorable one for the actress. 
They waited for a long time to have Jacobo and to have found out about the second pregnancy. She 
remembers waking up Anton earlier than he was accustomed to.

“He was a bit surprised at first. When the news sank in, he sat up wide awake. He was thrilled 
and very grateful for the wonderful blessing.”

Further ultrasound tests showed that the coming baby is a girl.
Dawn gives credit to her team of doctors who are ensuring a safe pregnancy: They are familiar 

with the difficulties that Dawn encountered while pregnant with Jacobo. So far, everything is lead-
ing smoothly to the July date with the stork.

As with every aspect of her motherhood, her kids’ nutrition is a vital concern. Dawn searched 
far and wide for the appropriate supplement to give Jacobo. “I used GainPlus Advance as the milk 
supplement for Jacobo’s young life,” she explains. “It was the milk recommended by his pediatri-
cian.”

While Dawn lives the life that so many dream of, one thing that connects her to moms everywhere 
is her concern for the health and nourishment of Jacobo, and her soon-to-be-born daughter. n

Dawn with son Jacobo

SINCE IT’S Holy Week, let’s veer away from the usual controversies. Beneath the glitz of the biz, celebs 
have had their share of Kalbaryo, too. May the true significance of Lent help us bear all our heavy crosses.

Ogie Alcasid: “My worst kalbaryo was when I had to hide my relationship with Regine. I had 
to wait for the right time to face the music. I was able to go through it because of my belief that before 
God can heal our wounds, we should also try to cleanse ourselves.”

Miriam Quiambao: “The hardest time I had in my life was when I was suffering from bouts of 
anxiety, confusion and depression. When I entered 
into a personal relationship with Christ, I eventually 
experienced healing and found more joy, peace 
and love.”

Marvin Agustin: “The toughest years I endured 
was when my dad was still in prison. I survived 
through fervent prayers and with our family stand-
ing by each other. That trial made us stronger as 
a clan.”

Diether Ocampo: “When my dad passed away, 
I went through hell. I was torn between continuing 
my studies and working to be the padre de pamilya. 
Perseverance, strong faith and determination helped 
me surpass all the obstacles.”

Yasmien Kurdi: “It was a living nightmare when 
my mom was confined in the hospital for her kidney 
problem. It was a close call. I really thought I was 
gonna lose her already. Thank God for His miracle, 
my ma is alive and well!”

Christian Bautista: “I was devastated when my 
grandfather passed away. I got by with the prayers 
of friends, love of family and peace from God.”

Benjie Paras: “The biggest kalbaryo I had was during my college years. I had four practices a day 
weekly. One for UP, one for PBL, one for the national team plus weight training. And in between, I had 
to attend school. That went on for three years. Natapos ang kalbaryo ko when I joined the PBA because I 
only played for one team. Life became easier for me and I had more time for myself and my friends.”

Bayani Agbayani: “Pinakamatindi na pagsubok ko yung time my daughter Rosalinda, who was then 
2, vomited blood. It was torture waiting for the doctor’s diagnosis. I kept praying in the chapel of the 
hospital where she was confined.”

Holy Week break
Sen. Chiz Escudero said he is looking 

forward to taking a short leave from his 
hectic schedule this coming Holy Week.

The senator, his wife Christine, along 
with their twins will spend time together 
somewhere in the south, “away from 
politics.”

“It will be the second Easter for the 
twins and I’d like us to be together,” he 
said, adding that Easter is like a second 
Christmas.

He noted though that while the twins 
were still too young to be conscious of the 
Christian tradition of Lent or its cultural 
significance, he knew they would have a 
sense of what it was all about.

“Having my kids around has made me 
particularly conscious of their growing up 
and learning about their being distinctly 
Filipino,” he said.

He remembered his clan getting to-
gether for Holy Week and observing the 
rituals of the Lenten season back in Sor-
sogon, which included the pabasa in the 
neighborhood, the stations of the cross 
in church, the Visita Iglesia on Maundy 
Thursday, the quiet solemnity of Good 
Friday and the festive Easter Sunday.

He also noted the Lenten presentations on stage, the cenaculo, and on the big screen, the movies 
made especially for Holy Week that focused on the Passion of the Life and Death of Jesus Christ.

“How come we’ve got less and less of these Lenten movies lately?” the senator asked, noting that as 
a child he marveled at the spectacle that was The Ten Commandments, The Robe and King of Kings.

There’s more to the Lenten season than just the breather it offers from the drudgery of day-to-day 
living. For him, it is being one with his family while taking time out to appraise the future that awaits 
him. n

The crosses celebrities bear

Marvin Agustin

Pacquiao sticks with Solar and 
GMA; still a Kapuso

AFTER his surprise decision last week to switch media partner for his coming bout against Ricky 
Hatton slated on May 2, Manny Pacquiao apologized on Monday in a press conference held at 
the GMA Network Center in Quezon City, Philippines.

Present during the said press conference are top executives from GMA Network – Atty. Felipe L. Gozon, 
GMA Chairman, President and CEO, and Mr. Gilberto R. Duavit, Jr., GMA EVP and COO – and Solar En-
tertainment – Mr. William Tieng, Solar Chairman, and Mr. Peter Chanliong, Solar COO. 

“Humihingi ako ng paumanhin sa sinumang naabala, lalo na sa Solar at GMA, at sa lahat ng kababayan 
ko na naguluhan sa desisyon ko na patalon-talon,” said the world’s best pound-for-pound boxer speaking 
via phone patch from his training base in Los Angeles.

“Nais kong pasalamatan ang Solar Entertainment at ang GMA Network, especially FLG (Atty. Gozon) 
at  Mr. Duavit… kay Wilma (Ms. Wilma Galvante, GMA SVP for Entertainment TV Group), kay Redgie 
(Ms. Redgie Magno, GMA Senior Program Manager for Entertainment TV) sa pag-intindi, pag-unawa 
kung anong mga sitwasyon at sana’y kalimutan na ang lahat and we have to move on.” Pacquiao further 
added.

GMA Network, in turn, welcomes the decision of the Pambansang Kamao to retract his announcement 
last week. 

“Manny, wala kaming hangad sa’yo kung hindi ang kabutihan mo at maipanalo mo itong laban kay 
Hatton. Hindi lamang para sa’yo, para sa’yong pamilya, kundi para sa buong bayan natin. Tapos na ‘yung 
nangyaring ‘yan, kalimutan na natin ‘yan. And let us go forward. Mag-training kang mabuti at lahat ng 
mabubuting hangad namin ay nasa iyo. Mabuhay ka, Manny,” Atty. Gozon said.

With the issue behind him now, Pacquiao vowed to go all out in training. “Maraming-maraming salamat 
sa pagtitiwala at pagdarasal. At ang fight ko na ‘to ay alay ko sa mga minamahal kong kababayan sa lahat 
ng sulok ng mundo,” Pacquiao added.

Pacquiao’s fight with Ricky Hatton on May 2 (May 3 in the Philippines) will be seen in the Philippines 
for free on GMA Network. GMA’s radio stations DZBB and DWLS-FM will air the bouts live nationwide 
on radio. n

THE Philippines’ Primetime TV King Richard Gutierrez reunites with Rhian Ramos, fresh from 
the very successful series Lalola, for Zorro - the newest, most awaited series from the Kapuso 
Network.

Zorro, the iconic outlaw who fights the tyrants and defends the helpless and who also happens to 
be one of the most well-loved and enduring heroes of modern times, is given its first ever Filipino 
adaptation by GMA Network. And playing the lead roles are two of the hottest stars in the Philippines 
– Richard Gutierrez as Zorro and Rhian Ramos as Zorro’s lady love, Lolita.   

This is the fourth time that the two will work together on a series, following Captain Barbell, Lu-
pin, and Codename: Asero. Captain Barbell was Rhian’s first TV show wherein she was introduced as 
Richard’s leading lady. 

“It’s truly an honor for me to be playing Zorro dito sa Pilipinas,” Richard said in an interview with 
GMA talk show Showbiz Central. “Until now, I’m still overwhelmed by the project. It’s still a big project 
here in primetime and I’m very happy, very blessed, and thankful sa GMA-7 for giving a me a chance 
to show the different sides of me. Kasi, marami akong firsts na ginawa rito sa Zorro. At napakalaki 
talaga ng project.”

Rhian, in an interview with Fidel Jimenez of GMANews.TV, shared, “Nag-eenjoy kami na kahit 
nandon lang kami sa location, ang ganda kasi dun e…Happy kami to be working with each other kasi 
‘yung mga nakakatrabaho ko ngayon sa ‘Zorro’ marami sa kanila nakatrabaho ko na dati, parang tried 
and tested na.” 

Among the firsts, Richard elaborated in his Showbiz Central interview, are, “first in the Philippines 
na magpo-produce ng isang show na galing sa Hollywood and it’s the first time also na gagawa ako ng 
isang period piece back in the 1900’s.”

He added, “Maipapakita natin dito kung paano ang mga Pilipino back in 1900, kung paano sila 
mag-isip, paano sila maglakad, manalita. Marami kaming inaral, nag-History class pa kami, fencing, 
horseback riding, nag-Spanish class pa kami.”

The show’s numerous horseback riding scenes are certainly thrilling. “May ilang scene na rin kung 
saan nagwawala ang kabayo, so marami na rin kaming na-experience,” Rhian told GMANews.TV. 
“Nakailang taping na kami, nakailang stunts, nakailang horseback riding scenes.” 

Catch more of the red-hot tandem of Richard and Rhian in Zorro, only on GMA Pinoy TV! Zorro airs 
9:10pm PDT and 12:10am EDT. Call your preferred pay TV operator now to subscribe. n

Richard Gutierrez and Rhian Ramos sizzle 
in GMA Pinoy TV’s Zorro

IN REUNION
THERE IS 

STRENGTH.
In our continuing efforts to serve the Fil-Am Community, 

Asian Journal will be featuring profiles of Filipino-American 
associations here in the United States.

Please submit a brief background of your asso-
ciation, a list of current officers and your contact 
information for the benefit of our readers who 
may want to get in touch with you.

FAX. (213) 481-0854 • Email. pr@asianjournalinc.com




