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Lakas-CMD bets out after Holy Week

Dateline Philippines
by Lira Dalangin–Fernandez

Inquirer.net

MANILA—The ruling 
administration party, 
Lakas-Christian Mus-

lim Democrat (CMD) will firm 
up its shortlist of its presiden-
tial candidates for the May 2010 
election after Holy Week, House 
Speaker Prospero Nograles said 
last April 2.

“The timetable that we agreed 
is that we should be able to firm 
up the selection process, at least 
the names of those acceptable 
to Lakas, by Easter Monday,” 
Nograles, who is also Lakas-
CMD president, told reporters in 
a forum in Quezon City.

He said “high level talks” are 
now ongoing with coalition part-
ners, including the President’s 
party, Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (KAMPI) and the Nation-
al People’s Coalition (NPC), to 

come up with its 
list of potential 
candidates.

Nograles also 
announced that 
the party has 
appointed presi-
dential political 
adviser Gabriel 
Claudio, Local 
Water Utilities Administration 
head and former congressman 
Prospero Pichay and Senator 
Juan Miguel Zubiri as spokesper-
sons.

Once the shortlist is done, 
Nograles said the party would 
consult with members to help 
choose the standard bearer.

“It is our policy that selection 
process will not be dictatorial, it 
will be a bottom-up kind of selec-
tion,” the lawmaker added.

Nograles said De-
fense Secretary Gil-
bert Teodoro and Vice 
President Noli de Cas-
tro were among those 
being considered by 
the party, but stressed 
it was not its closing 
doors to other presi-
dential wannabes from 

coalition partners like the NPC.
The NPC has Senators Francis 

Escudero and Loren Legarda as 
possible bets for next year’s elec-
tion.

When asked why Lakas did 
not choose de Castro, Nograles 
replied, “It’s not just a question 
of leading the surveys, it’s also 
a question of, does he want to 
run.”

“He has not told me he wants 
to run,” he added. 

MANILA—The lead proponent of the con-
stituent assembly (Con-ass) Wednesday 
admitted that there was not enough 

time to amend the Constitution before 2010.
Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villafuerte last April 1 

said that the primary goal of their initiative was to 
get a definitive Supreme Court ruling that the con-
stituent assembly could be convened by a three-
fourths vote of all members of Congress with the 
House of Representatives and the Senate voting as 
one and not as separate chambers.

Villafuerte said the convening of the constituent 
assembly was just the first step in changing the 
Constitution and with only 13 months left before 
the May 2010 election, there was not enough time 

to make any amendments before the elections.
“We have to explain to the public that convening 

Con-ass was different from changing the Constitu-
tion. I only want to implement the exact language 
of the Constitution through an SC ruling before 
2010. We can do Cha-cha (Charter change) after 
2010,” said Villafuerte in a radio interview.

Villafuerte chastised Speaker Prospero Nograles 
for muddling the Con-ass and Cha-cha issues by 
proposing to hold a plebiscite before the 2010 elec-
tions to get the public’s pulse on the amendments.

“Speaker Nograles is putting the cart before the 
horse. We only need to pass the Con-ass now. Let’s 
not talk about a plebiscite because we do not need 
that now, it’s already too late,” said Villafuerte. 

No time left to change 
Charter—Villafuerte

by Gil C. Cabacunga, Jr.
Inquirer.net

MANILA—A Hong 
Kong magazine col-
umnist last April 1 

admitted that he had indeed 
crossed the line when he brand-
ed the Philippines a “nation of 
servants” and apologized to the 
government and its people.

“I realized that I had crossed 
the line. I now offer my public 
apology,” columnist Chip Tsao 
said in interview aired at about 
7:30 p.m. on March 31 over Hong 
Kong’s ATV.

The Philippine consulate in 
Hong Kong relayed the apology 
to the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs.

Last March 30, the publish-
ers of HK Magazine, Asia City 
Publishing Group, also issued an 
apology for “any offense” caused 
by Tsao’s article.

A group of Filipino migrant 
workers in HK have planned a 
protest rally against Tsao on Sun-
day. Dolores Balladares, chair of 
United Filipinos in HK, said she 
expected thousands of march-
ers.

Racist, demeaning
“We are united in our posi-

tion that the article was racist, 
discriminatory and demeaning 
to Filipino domestic workers in 
HK.”

Tsao was quoted in an April 1 
report by Agence France Presse 
as saying the article was a satire 
and “was never intended to be 
insulting to the Filipino domestic 
workers.”

He then added that “English, 
being a global language, is open 
to different interpretations by 
those who come from various 
cultural backgrounds.”

Tsao’s column entitled War at 
Home, published in HK maga-
zine on March 27, made fun of 
the Philippine claim on Spratly 
Islands and satirized the re-

HK writer: ‘So sorry, I 
crossed the line’

by Cynthia Balana
Inquirer.net

MANILA—Having put 
in place safety nets 
for the vulnerable 

sectors of the economy, 
President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo is simultaneously 
enhancing the chances of the 
Philippines to grow despite the 
current global financial crisis.

This, by promoting 
investments in agriculture, 
tourism and information & 
communication technology 
sectors, which have been 
identified as the growth drivers 
in the Philippines through the 
years, said Press Secretary 
Cerge M. Remonde.

Her thrust for agriculture 
is aimed at meeting the 98 
percent self sufficiency goal 
by 2010, making it easier 
for the country to meet 100 
percent sufficiency by 2013 
through her FIELDS program 
(fertilizer, irrigation and 
other infrastructure facilities, 
extension and education, loans 
for inputs and drivers and 
other post harvest facilities 
and seeds), Remonde said.

The Department of Agri-
culture extended 3.2 million 
fertilizer discount coupons 
to farmers under the Fertil-
izer Subsidy Program. It also 
provided: a) 13,635.52 MT of 
organic fertilizer and soil ame-
liorants; b) 2.615 million bio-
agents; c) location-specific in-
terventions like Bio-N, Vital-N, 
Zinc Sulfate and Bio-con and 
d) soil and plant testing kits to 

minimize wastage of fertilizer 
and soil ameliorants.

A total of 74,259 hectares 
of irrigated farmlands were 
rehabilitated while irrigation 
service was restored in an-
other 45,252 hectares. A total 
of 217,669 farmer-households 
benefited from 3,220 kilome-
ters of farm-to-market roads 
that were constructed or reha-
bilitated which in turn gener-
ated 35,351 jobs.

Also built were 16 agricultural 
tramlines which now facilitate 
the transport of commodities 
from highlands to markets (seven 
in Benguet, three in Mountain 
Province, two in Nueva Vizcaya, 
two in Luzon, one in Pampanga 
and one in Negros Occidental) 
and 15 mariculture parks were 
established.

On extension and education, 
a total of 5,783 training 
activities were held aside from 
212 research and development 
undertakings to generate 
production-enhancing and 
cost reducing technologies, 
Remonde said.

The government also 
released P3.18 billion to 
108,760 farmers/fisherfolk 
under various lending 
programs of the Agro Industry 
Modernization Credit and 
Financing Program apart from 
the P6.32 billion released by 
Land Bank to 221,110 palay 
farmer-beneficiaries.

To reduce post harvest 
(PH) losses and maintain 

grain quality, 596 flatbed 
driers were distributed and 
installed; four corn post 
harvest processing and trading 
centers were established each 
serving 2,000 hectares of corn 
land to produce quality corn 
and improve farmers’ incomes 
through reduced PH losses, 
Remonde added.

As of December 2008, 
the government distributed 
55,189.12 MT of certified 
seeds and 2,850.72 MT of hy-
brid seeds to farmers. Another 
8.2 million pieces of planting 
materials (sugarcane, mango, 
coconut, cashew, citrus, lan-
zones, durian, cassava, mush-
room and forage cuttings) 
28,279 heads of various ani-
mals and 122.3 million pieces 
of fingerlings and broodstock 
were distributed.

On tourism, 23 tourism proj-
ects, including new hotels, 
tourist facilities, enterprise 
zones and modernization of 
accommodations worth P15.9 
billion were endorsed by the 
Department of Tourism. De-
spite the global slowdown, 
tourist arrivals as of October 
2008 reached 2.6 million, 4 
percent more than the 1.87 
million recorded in 2007.

With the government’s keen 
support for ICT, particularly 
the business process outsourc-
ing, the industry was able to 
generate 410,000 jobs and 
revenues of $6.2 billion since 
end-2008, Remonde said. 

Enhancing chances for growth despite crisis

sponse of Hong Kong Chinese 
who have Filipino domestics in 
their employ.

The threats to Chinese sov-
ereignty by Russia and Japan 
they could live with, wrote Tsao. 
These countries have been men-
tors to China or exert major cul-
tural influences on them. “But 
hold on—even the Filipinos?”

Manila’s Congress, said Tsao, 
has recently “threatened to send 
gunboats to the South China Sea 
to defend the islands from China 
if necessary. This is beyond re-
proach. The reason: there are 
more than 130,000 Filipina maids 
working as $3,580-a-month 
cheap labor in Hong Kong. As 
a nation of servants, you don’t 
flex your muscles at your mas-
ter, from whom you earn most of 
your bread and butter.”

Quipped Tsao: “As a patriotic 
Chinese man, the news has made 
my blood boil. I summoned Lou-
isa, my domestic assistant who 
holds a degree in international 
politics from the University of 
Manila, hung a map on the wall, 
and gave her a harsh lecture. I 
sternly warned her that if she 
wants her wages increased next 
year, she had better tell every 
one of her compatriots in Statue 
Square on Sunday that the en-

tirety of the Spratly Islands be-
longs to China.”

“Grimly, I told her that if war 
breaks out between the Philip-
pines and China, I would have to 
end her employment and send 
her straight home, because I 
would not risk the crime of trea-
son for sponsoring an enemy of 
the state by paying her to wash 
my toilet and clean my windows 
16 hours a day. With that money, 
she would pay taxes to her gov-
ernment, and they would fund a 
navy to invade our motherland 
and deeply hurt my feelings.

“Oh yes. The government of 
the Philippines would certainly 
be wrong if they think we Chinese 
are prepared to swallow their in-
sult and sit back and lose a Falk-
land Islands War in the Far East. 
They may have Barack Obama 
and the hawkish American mili-
tary behind them, but we have a 
hostage in each of our homes in 
the Mid-Levels or higher. Some 
of my friends told me they have 
already declared a state of emer-
gency at home. Their maids have 
been made to shout “China, Mad-
am/Sir” loudly whenever they 
hear the word “Spratly.” They 
say the indoctrination is working 
as wonderfully as when we used 
to shout, “Long live Chairman 
Mao!” at the sight of a portrait of 
our Great Leader during the Cul-
tural Revolution. I’m not sure if 
that’s going a bit too far, at least 
for the time being.

The Bureau of Immigration in 
Manila did not think the piece 
was funny. It has since barred 
Tsao from coming to the Philip-
pines.

Running priest Fr. Robert 
Reyes, however, had said that 
if anyone should apologize, it 
should be President Gloria Ma-
capagal-Arroyo for making the 
country a nation of servants. 

Chip Tsao

House Speaker Prospero Nograles

NEW JERSEY OFFICE
35 Journal Square, Suite 825, Jersey City, NJ 07306

TEL  201.239.9333 I FAX  201.239.9093 I EMAIL  juno@junohealthcare.com

www.junohealthcare.com

JU
NO

 H
ea

lth
ca

re
 N

Y-
NJ

 A
d 

03
Ap

r0
9

Earn While Giving

Make a living by caring and
being of service to people.

FREE pre-deployment training 
to successful applicants.

Call now: 201.239.9333

• Caregivers
• Homemakers
• Concierge

• Companion
• Specialty Care 
   Providers

We offer jobs for:


