
unemployment benefits fell to 639,000 from the 
previous week’s figure of 670,000, the Labor 
Department said Thursday. Analysts expected a 
smaller drop to 650,000.
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Best 
of both  
worlds

by Christopher S. Rugaber
AP Economics Writer

Few economists expect a turnaround in 
the battered labor market anytime soon 
with companies laying off thousands of 
workers weekly.

Still, the tally of initial requests for 
Job seekers stand on line at a National Career Fairs job fair at the Radisson Martinique On Broadway Hotel as hundreds lined up to get a shot at 
employment. The Department of Labor releases weekly jobless claim figures.� AP Photo by Craig Ruttle

New jobless claims 
unexpectedly drop 

to 639,000

WASHINGTON—The number of new jobless claims  and 
the total number of people receiving unemployment 
benefits both dropped more than expected last 

week, though they remain at elevated levels and are unlikely 
to fall substantially in the coming months.

The Philippines is 
no longer the “sick 
man of Asia,” Phil-

ippine Cabinet Secretary 
Edgardo Pamintuan de-
clared in a series of dia-
logues with Filipino-Ameri-

can community leaders in the United States.
“It used to be that when America sneezes, the Philippines 

is already suffering from pneumonia. But as the US, Japan, 
and many other countries slide deeper into recession, the 
Philippines has still been registering respectable economic 
growth,” Pamintuan said.

Pamintuan, chairman of the Subic-Clark-Alliance for 
Development, is head of a four-man delegation from the 
Philippines on a “good news” road show about the economic 
performance of the country in the face of the global crisis; 
the developments of key infrastructure projects; as well the 
progress of the conversion of Clark and Subic from military 
to economic bases.

With Pamintuan, who is also development champion for 
the Luzon Urban Beltway super region and presidential 
adviser for external affairs, are Alexander Cauiguiran, 
executive vice president and chief operating officer of the 
Clark International Airport Corporation, Undersecretary 
Danilo De Austria Consumido, and Leonardo Kirk Galanza, 
director of the Office of External Affairs of the Office of the 
President.

Pamintuan and his team met with leaders of the Filipino-

RP ‘Good News’ road 
show hits New York 

DATELINEUSA
from the AJPress NEWS TEAM across America

THANKFUL. Filipino-American community leaders led by Susan Dilkes, Executive 
Director of FASGI (Filipino American Service Group Inc.); Ben De Guzman, Executive 
Director of NAFVE (National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity) and Rozita Lee, 
National Vice Chair, NaFFAA (National Federation of Filipino American Associations) 
met with Senator John Ensign (R) (left) and Senator Harry Reid (D) at the Capitol 
in Washington, DC. to thank them for their support to Filipino WWII veterans.

MANILA—President Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
royo granted executive clemency to 10 
convicts in the 1983 assassination of former 

senator Benigno Aquino for humanitarian reasons and 
not to spite his family, Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said.

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said the 
President heeded the “representations” of several 
groups, including the religious, to release the con-
victs because they have “suffered enough” in jail 
and are stricken with heart disease , diabetes, and 
other serious illnesses.

The assassination of Aquino sparked a protest 
movement that would culminate in the February 1986 
popular uprising that ousted the dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos and replaced him with the late senator’s widow, 
former president Corazon Aquino.

The Aquino family had criticized the earlier release of 
two other convicts in February, saying the government 
was getting back at them for being critical of Arroyo.

But Ermita said the executive clemency was granted 
in the form of a commutation of sentence that qualified 
the 10 for release. They were credited to have served 
31 years and eight months of their life sentence, which 
is equivalent to 40 years.

“That is her [Arroyo’s] sole prerogative. Wala naman 
consideration na out of spite for anything or anyone [It 
was not out of spite for anything or anyone],” Ermita 

PALACE SAYS

Clemency ‘not meant 
to spite’ Aquinos

by Joel Guinto
Inquirer.net

Former President Corazon Aquino, 
who is stricken with cancer and 
rarely makes a public appearance, 

declined to comment on Malacañang’s 
decision to pardon the last 10 remaining 
soldiers who were convicted of the murder of 
her husband, former Sen. Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino Jr.

The widow kept her silence as the New 
Bilibid Prisons Wednesday emptied its cells 
of soldiers found guilty of assassinating 
the foremost opposition leader during the 
Ferdinand Marcos dictatorship.

Aquino also instructed her son, Sen. Be-
nigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, not to talk about 
the executive clemency granted by President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

But the senator nevertheless spoke to 
reporters, accusing Ms Arroyo of “abuse of 
discretion.”

“Society has an obligation to transmit a 
message that if you commit a crime, you 
must pay for it,” the younger Aquino said. 
“They haven’t owned up to their sin. Why 
were they freed when they have yet to ask 
for forgiveness?”

His youngest sister Kris was also aghast.

“I wanted to keep my silence but I was 
really bothered by the narrative of the 
soldiers. It’s just so sad that they can rewrite 
history,” she said.

“It particularly hurt me that they can also 
blatantly lie, especially the soldier who said 
that all he wanted was to help get my dad to 
the hospital when all photos showed that my 
dad was handled worse than a slaughtered 
animal. They already have their freedom. 
How I wish they could stop lying,” Kris 
said.

Senator Aquino said that freeing the 
surviving soldiers did not put a closure to 
the celebrated murder case.

He said that it would possibly come if Fe-
lipe Valerio, who is now living in the United 
States, would finally “spill the beans.”

Valerio was the group commander of 
the Aviation Security Command (Avsecom) 
805th Special Operations Squadron, the 
military unit that fetched Aquino Jr. from the 
aircraft upon landing at the Manila Interna-
tional Airport.

The senator said there were also plans by 
some people to publish their knowledge of 

The 10 soldiers convicted of the 1983 murder of former Sen. Benigno ‘Ninoy’ Aquino and his alleged assassin Rolando 
Galman gather outside their cells at the New Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlupa. � Photo by Jonjon Vicencio

GMA frees Ninoy killers 
Kris aghast: I wish they’d stop lying

uPAGE 3

uPAGE 3uPAGE 4

uPAGE 3

Photo provided by People Asia shows soldiers of the Aviation Security 
Command on the tarmac of the Manila International Airport moments 
after Aquino and Galman were killed. The convicts continue to insist 
that Galman was the assassin.            
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