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By Monet Lu

Yes, it was truly a magical 
night! ABS-CBN continues to thrill 
and glamorize the entertainment 
industry with their annual Star 
Magic ball.

I was invited last year by the 
event coordinator Keren Pascual. 
He wanted me to experience the 
glitz of this star-studded affair. 
Sadly, I couldn’t make it.

When my friend Ruffa Gutier-
rez sent me exclusive pictures, I 
was all the more wishing I could 
have been there.

So this year’s ball was held at 
the Makati Shangri-La last August 
30. Syempre, the Who’s Who of 
the entertainment scene made 
an appearance in their glamor-
ous best.

In a sizzling red ensemble, our 
beloved gal pal Ruffa made quite 
an entrance! She wore a bright 
red lip shade that complemented 
her high-slit gown. With her 
height and that arresting dress, it 
wasn’t hard for her to stand out. 
It seemed like she was channeling 
Hollywood vixen Megan Fox.

Asked why she chose such 
leg-revealing ensemble, she said, 
“I have long legs, might as well 
show them!” Very typical Ruffa 
answer.

A magical night with the stars!
I can’t help but have my own glamour picks from the fabulous event 

pictures (courtesy of Ruffa) I’ve seen so far.
Gretchen Baretto was reliably stunning and chic.
I really liked Bea Alonzo’s muted tone gown. She deserved the 

award for Most Elegant. Maganda at malinis.
The look of Ann Curtis, who won Most Glamorous, was reminiscent 

of Rita Hayward. Very classic.
Kristine Hermosa was glowing, as usual. She really does have one 

of the most beautiful faces in Philippine cinema. She always manages 
to look flawless and neat. I think it has a lot to do with that alabaster 
skin.

Kim Chiu looked gauntly stylish while KC Concepcion’s ensemble 
was a bit of a mixed bag for me. I’m ambivalent about it.

On to the studly gentlemen of Star Magic. John Lloyd won Most 
Stylish and I can see why. His adorable boy-next-door charm really 
grows on you. He might not be your typical handsome Adonis but his 
appeal evolves over time.

Sam Milby looked dashing that night. That smile goes with anything 
he wears, I swear.

Gerald Anderson looked dapper as well. He turns more good look-
ing with each passing day. 

Filipinos in the West side of Las Vegas do 
not have to drive very far anymore to satisfy their 
craving for crispy Chickenjoy or their desire for 
delectable Red Ribbon cakes.

This is because both Jollibee and Red Ribbon 
have opened their second Las Vegas stores in the 
Summerlin area at Village Square last September 
5.

Since these two famous Filipino eateries opened 
their first stores at Seafood City in 2007, Filipinos in 
Las Vegas were excited to make the usual weekend 
family trip. But as much as some residents want 
to visit more often, the long drive would somehow 
put them off.

“We feel that our first ( Las Vegas ) store at 
Seafood City is far for some of our clients,” Red 
Ribbon Nevada-Arizona area manager Lory Ann 

Twyman said. “We feel we can serve them better 
here,” she added.

For her part, Jollibee USA operations manager 
Merle Caleon said, “We think there are a lot of 
Filipinos in the Summerlin area of Las Vegas . We 
want to be nearer to their community.”

The new Jollibee store at Village Square, which 
is on Fort Apache and Sahara Ave., boasts of ame-
nities that are even better than its first store, Ms. 
Caleon said.

For one, it offers the convenience of drive-thru 
service for its clients. It also accepts call-in orders 
for pick up.

At the same time, it has a spacious party area 
where kids can hold birthday parties with as much 
as 35 guests. 

The Jollibee Village Square offers on its menu 
popular fare such as Chickenjoy, Yumburgers, 

Jollibee and Red Ribbon open 
at Summerlin in Las Vegas

Peach Mango Pie, Jollibee Spaghetti and Palabok, among other 
favorites. Food packages for Jollibee kids’ parties, meanwhile, 
can be arranged along with party fares and mascots.

The Red Ribbon store, which is conveniently located next to 
Jollibee, offers the same delectable deserts in its other stores. 
Popular for its creative cake creations, Red Ribbon at Village 
Square offers its usual popular cakes such as Ube Macapuno 
and Mango Cake.

Aside from cakes, the store also offers pastries as well as 
light meals—or Filipino merienda- like baked macaroni, fresh 
lumpia and dinuguan with puto.

Filipino presence in Summerlin, known as the West side 
of Las Vegas, has indeed been growing steadily in the past 
years. The Fil-Am Association of Summerlin was established 
precisely to organize the large number of Filipinos who are 
residents of this area. 

Even local beauty queen 2009 Ms Summerlin Christina 
Taylor donned the traditional terno for the local July 4th fes-
tivities. Filipinos actually made this year’s July 4th celebration 
their own when they had the city’s first-ever Santacruzan in 
this area.

As such, it is only fitting that Jollibee and Red Ribbon chose 
the area to open their second Las Vegas store in the West.

The Village Square commercial 
center on the Westside of town has a 
number of retail shops and boutiques. 
It is also home to the only movie theater 
in Las Vegas that shows Filipino movies 
on a regular basis, making it the perfect 
location for the two recently-opened 
eateries.  

With both Jollibee and Red Ribbon, 
open from 7am to 10pm, manage-
ment expects Filipinos to flock to this 
Westside location all-day long, making 
Pinoy presence in the area even more 
evident. 
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