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Political empowerment is still a treasure that eludes us as a community here in America. While we are the second largest Asian Ameri-
can community in the United States, we have yet to harvest the power that comes from our numbers. The Voice of FilAmerica features 
elected and appointed officials – regardless of political affiliation – in the different US states who are of Filipino ancestry. As your Fili-
pino American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have a responsibility towards bringing political 
empowerment to fruition, especially for our future generations.  It is our hope to have our voices heard all over America.

FIL-AM Danny 
Mateo credits his 
father’s hard work 
for all the success 
he’s achieved in 
life.

Mateo is a mem-
ber of the Maui 
County Council. He 
represents Molokai. 
He was appoint-
ed to by the Maui 
County Council to 
fill the vacant coun-
cil seat of the late 
Maui County Coun-
cil Chair, Patrick S. 
Kawano of Molokai 
in 2002. The com-
munity then elected 
him to the seat a 
few years later.

Father’s Hard 
Work

Like many second 
or third generation 
Filipinos in Hawaii, Mateo is 
the son of a sakada, a Fili-
pino migrant who worked in 
Hawaii’s pineapple and sug-
arcane plantations.

Mateo’s father left Laoag 
City, Philippines in the mid-
1920’s to work on a sugarcane 
plantation. He was being paid 
only $20 a month and raised 
nine children, with Danny as 
the eighth in the family.

As the head of the house-
hold, Mateo’s father instilled 
in his children the value of 
hard work, truth and belief in 
God. 

Life was tough on the plan-
tation but Mateo took it in 
stride.

“I really didn’t know I was 
poor. We never lacked for any-
thing,” said Mateo in an inter-
view with FilAm Image Maga-
zine.

After graduating from the 
University of Hawaii at Hilo, 
he settled on Molokai where 
he managed a Tropical Rent-A-
Car and Rent-A-Mule. Eventu-
ally, he joined the Maui County 
as the Molokai Economic De-
velopment Coordinator.  

He also served as a Public 
Relations and Community Liai-
son for Kaluakoi Resort.

Elected
After former Maui Council-

member Kawano’s untimely 
passing in 2002, the Maui 

County Council 
appointed Mateo 
to serve out the 
term. Mateo did 
such a great job, 
the community 
elected Mateo to 
continue as a 
councilmember. 
He has been elect-
ed to four suc-
cessive two-year 
terms. 

As a Maui Coun-
ty Councilmember, 
he’s the vice-chair 
of the Budget and 
Finance Commit-
tee, vice-chair 
of the Commit-
tee of the Whole, 
and member of 
the Infrastruc-
ture Management 
Committee, Land 
Use Committee, 

Public Services Committee, 
and Water Resources Com-
mittee.

Mateo has also been recog-
nized by several organizations 
for his contributions in the 
community. He has received 
the United Filipino Council 
of Hawaii Progress Award; 
Molokai Chamber of Com-
merce Molokai Aloha Spirit 
Award; State Department of 
Education Recognition Cer-
tificate of Service; County of 
Maui Grants Review Commit-
tee Recognition Certificate; 
and the Maui County Demo-
cratic Party Recognition 
Award, according to FilAm 
Image Magazine. n
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What now, Piolo Pascual?

MANILA—“Papa Piolo Pas-
cual has been a film star for 
something like a decade now, 
so it’s time to sum up his acting 
achievements to date. After his 
big bow in Lagarista, we can 
cite his performance in Dekada 
70 as one of his career’s high 
points.

Parenthetically, we should add 
that he’s also chalked up points 
as a proficient singer—but it’s 
his “Papa Piolo” kilig persona 
that currently best defines him 
in the public’s purview.

All this is fine and dandy, but 
it’s clear that, as one of local 
show biz’s most established 
young leading men, Piolo’s cu-
mulative acting achievements 

Weighing in on Willie Revillame
a Willie fan, either, found his behavior reasonable. 
Too bad, he was misunderstood for voicing out a 
very reasonable objection. This is the only Willie 
controversy where I sympathize with him. I hope 
people would be more objective in looking at this 
issue.”

- “A lot of [viewers] here in America love Wowow-
ee the show, but not everyone loves Willie the host, 
because of the way he talks to his staff … and how 
he insults contestants. But in fairness, Willie has 
done a lot of good for many people … I believe he 
deserves another chance [though I also] wish he 
would be more sensitive and careful with his words 
from now on. That has always been his problem.”

- “Willie Revillame’s controversial remarks on 
the showing of the Cory funeral cortege, while not 
quite pleasant to our ears, is not enough to justify 
bashing and haranguing him publicly. His only 
fault, perhaps, was that he was too emotional and 

he came on too strongly with [when] articulating 
his feelings. His remarks were neither vituperative, 
malicious nor defamatory to President Cory. It is 
those who assail him who really desecrate Cory’s 
memory. She stood for freedom, and that includes 
freedom of expression. I am certain that she would 
have stood up in his defense.”

- “Perhaps it’s asking too much of personalities 
used to basking in the limelight to be discriminat-
ing in their choices of what [to show or say to] the 
public that adores them. It seems they are just not 
capable of such refinement. Many of them are not 
conscious of the responsibility that comes with 
fame. So fans end up idolizing people who are be-
reft of character and a sense of values that could 
bring out the best in Filipinos. Until such values 
become a primary concern, those who patronize 
these idols are doomed to be unrefined as well.” 
(Inquirer.net)
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have come up short of real sig-
nificance.

Predictable
Why the relative lack 

of acting oomph  and 
unction? Perhaps the 
fave young star has been 
too cool and predictable 
for his own good. Al-
though he’s occasionally 
tried to be edgy, most of 
his big and small-screen 
portrayals have been less 
than surprising, and we 
get the nagging feeling 
that Piolo has frittered 
away too much time and 
opportunities.

To his credit, Piolo 
may have seen the hand-
writing on the wall, and 
has of late been trying 
to assert his creativity 
by making some daring 
career choices beyond 

his cool, iconic image.
Miscast
Most significantly, he’s turned 

producer of the indie movie Ma-
nila, playing the lead roles in its 
twin stories.

This is an unusually asser-
tive move for the generally 
too-cool star, so we went out of 
our way to catch the film when 
it was screened as the opening 
feature of the 2009 Cinemalaya 
festival.

So how did Piolo do in his 
indie outing? In the movie’s first 
story, he played a drug addict, 
so he didn’t do much “acting,” 
since his character was zonked 
out most of the time. We noted, 
however, that he was miscast 

as an addict, since he was too 
mild, bland and put-together 
for the role.

Piolo’s real acting challenge 
in Manila came by way of its 
second story, inspired by Lino 
Brocka’s Jaguar. As the body-
guard, Piolo did better — but 
similarly fell short, because he 
was too cool and mild for his 
character.

Yes, the “jaguar” was a coun-
try bumpkin who minded his 
place and kept his emotions to 
himself, but as the story’s pro-
tagonist, he needed to describe 
an emotional arc that the actor 
failed to adequately plot and 
parse.

Unfortunate
All told, therefore, despite 

producer-star Piolo’s best ef-
forts and intentions, his Manila 
outing turned out to be a relative 
dud. This is most unfortunate 
because, at this point in his 
career, Piolo needs a big acting 
success to affirm his talent and 
excitingly usher in the next de-
cade of his stellar career.

To make up for lost time, the 
actor should continue with his 
indie involvement, but he should 
work with filmmakers who will 
work harder to yank him out 
of his comfort zone, which has 
become as stultifying as a box 
for him.

It could well be that Piolo’s 
signature coolness may turn out 
to be his most counterproduc-
tive traits at this crucial point in 
his career. So, he’s got to break 
loose from his fans’ expecta-
tions—and from himself. n 
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