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KC AT THE UN. KC Concepcion, the UN World Food Programme 
National Ambassador Against Hunger in the Philippines, 
with Bettina Luescher, WFP Chief Spokesperson.
� AJPress Photos by Momar G. Visaya 
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IT’S hard to replace a good leader. 
But that’s exactly what FilAm Roland Sa-

gum III did when he campaigned and won 
the 16th district seat in the Hawaii State Leg-
islature House of Representatives in 2006.

Sagum succeeded retiring District 16 state 
House Rep. Bertha Kawakami, who had held 
the post for nearly 20 years.

Sagum represents District 16 covering 
West Kauai and Niihau. 

It was his strong passion and beliefs to 
represent the people of Kauai and Niihau in 
the State Legislature that won over voters.

Since being elected, he hasn’t disappoint-
ed. Sagum currently serves on the Energy & 
Environmental Protection, Finance, Housing 
Interim Task Force on Smart Growth, and 
Water, Land, & Ocean Resources commit-

tees.
Prior to serving District 16, Sagum was a 

respected business and community leader.
Sagum is currently the Vice President of 

Kikiaola Land Company, LTD. in Waimea, 
Kauai. He is responsible for strategically 
budgets, plans, prioritizes and negotiates 
all planning and development efforts for 
Kikiaola Land Company’s 600-acre property 
while maintaining excellent community, gov-
ernment and corporate relations. 

He also holds principal position with 
Applied Planning Systems which is a land 
use consulting firm that provides technical 
support in the procurement of discretionary 
entitlements, urban & land use planning, and 
environmental studies, to public and private 
entities, according to his website.

He has also served as deputy planning 
commissioner under mayors Tony Kunimura 
and JoAnn Yukimura from 1987 to 1992, 
as well as he has been a member of vari-
ous boards and commissions including the 
Kauai Civil Service Commission, the Kauai 
General Plan Update Advisory Committee, 
the Kauai Housing Advisory Committee 
and the Marine and Coastal Zone Advisory 
Council, according a The Garden Island, a 
Kaui newspaper.

He received his bachelors in Biology at 
Chaminade University and an Associate in 
Science Degree, Hotel Management from 
the University of Hawaii.

With his leadership credentials, Sagum is 
sure to become not only a good leader but a 
great leader for West Kaui. 

Political empowerment is still a treasure that eludes us as a community here in America. While we are the second largest 
Asian American community in the United States, we have yet to harvest the power that comes from our numbers. The Voice 
of FilAmerica features elected and appointed officials—regardless of political affiliation—in the different US states who are 
of Filipino ancestry. As your Filipino American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have 
a responsibility towards bringing political empowerment to fruition, especially for our future generations. It is our hope to 
have our voices heard all over America.
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NEW YORK—Maria Kristina Cassandra 
Cuneta Concepcion was born with a sil-
ver spoon. She entered this world famous, 
no question about that, and the public 
watched her grow before their very eyes.  

With Sharon Cuneta and Gabby Con-
cepcion’s blood running through her veins, 
showbusiness was an inevitable path. KC, 
as she is more famously known, took a 
sidetrip and finished a business communi-
cations course at the American University 
in Paris.

Nothing like her contemporaries in 
the business today, KC decided to take the 
road less traveled and leverage her star 
power in pushing for a cause that has be-
come near and dear her heart. 

Last year, the young actress was ap-

KC: RP’s ambassador against
hunger visits WFP in New York

by Momar G. Visaya
AJPress

pointed by the UN- World Food Programme as a 
National Ambassador Against Hunger in the Philip-
pines, with a special mission to highlight the need for 
effective solutions to hunger and to address humani-
tarian needs in Mindanao.

“I have been working with them since 2007 and I 
was told that I was nominated and I had to wait for six 
months. I went through a trial period with my Pikit, 
Cotabato mission and a few meetings before and af-
ter that and got word after a few weeks if I wanted to 
accept the nomination. It was such an honor,” KC told 
the Asian Journal in an exclusive interview across the 
UN headquarters in Manhattan.

WFP in the Philippines has been using food as-
sistance and hot meals to boost school enrolment 
and attendance especially in Mindanao. As a national 
ambassador, KC has been traveling within and out-
side the Philippines to raise awareness about WFP 
programs and operations.

“We are doing better than a lot of more high-pro-

file countries in some aspects,” 
KC shared. That does not mean 
though that they are not working 
double time to make things even 
better. The most recent issue that 
affected the situation in the Philip-
pines have something to do with 
families and children displaced 
by the conflict in Mindanao.

“We have more internally 
displaced families than Sri Lanka 
and other more high-profile coun-
tries but in terms of malnutrition, 
we have much less than Africa 
and some of our Southeast Asian 
neighbors,” she adds.

There is a particular focus on 
Mindanao because of the conflict 
going on there, and based on their 
data, there are about one million 
women and children displaced by 
the war there, according to Bet-
tina Luescher, WFP Chief Spokes-
person for North America.

“One of the biggest things we 
do world-wide is our school feed-
ing. It is important that children 
in school get a meal; that their 
little bodies can grow up strong.  
It only costs about 25 cents a 
day to feed one child,” Luescher 
added. 
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