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MANILA—Many ce-
lebrity weddings 
are played for all 

of the gloss and glitter they’re 
worth, with big-bang nuptial 
rites, multiple sponsors and, 
literally, a cast of hundreds. 
To their credit, Ryan Agon-
cillo and his bride Judy Ann 
Santos recently “dared” to 
flout that big-bash and big-
deal stereotype, and opted for 
what may be described as an 
“anti-celebrity” wedding set, 
not at the Manila Cathedral, 
but in the relatively recondite 
parish church of the bucolic 
town of San Juan, Batangas.

80 guests
To uphold the solemnity and personal significance of the occasion, the couple did away with a 

lot of the attendant fuss and bother that weigh stellar nuptials down, starting with the hundreds 
of VIPs who “have” to be invited to weddings and receptions.

Judy Ann and Ryan pared their list down to only 80, even if it meant earning the ire of “im-
portant” people. Now, that took guts.

In addition, Judy Ann made sure her estranged father was present, at the risk of offending her 
beloved mother. Happily, her mom later assured everyone she understood her daughter’s need 
to be surrounded by her “complete” family on the important occasion, jokingly adding that she 
resisted the temptation to trip her former hubby up.

Levity aside, the “conflicted” nature of her parents’ relationship may have been one of the 
reasons that Judy Ann opted to do away with the traditional march down the aisle, deciding 
instead to walk to the altar by her lonesome.

Another reason may have been that, at 30, she felt she had become her own person, so her 
solitary walk vivified this confident sense of being.

‘Silent’ coup
It was similarly heartening to realize that the Agoncillos’ “secret” wedding couldn’t have been 

pulled off without the cooperation of all of the people who had been invited to the wedding. In 
local show biz, it’s unheard of that people keep secrets, so the fact that the “silent” coup was 
pulled off is a tribute to the love that their relatives and friends felt for the engaged couple.

For their part, Judy Ann and Ryan also earned the admiration of many for the creativity and 
brio with which they pulled it off. Instead of doing things by rote, they added personal touches 
to the occasion that made it distinctly, feelingly their own.

It’s just too bad that some people have been criticizing them for flouting the show biz-y bag-
gage and adumbration that have weighed down so many celebrity weddings. Yes, stars “owe” 
their public and coworkers a lot, but they owe themselves—and deserve—much more.

No apologies
Before they became stars, they were persons. After their stellar careers ebb and eventually 

end, they will still be persons—so, they are entitled to uphold their personhood above all other 
considerations on one of the most significant days of their lives. Thus, they have nothing to 
apologize for, and it’s their onion-skinned and sniffy critics who should be abashed.

The Agoncillos’ desire to make their wedding rites their own gives us hope, because it indicates 
that we have some stars who don’t allow their stardom to control and stifle them. n

Way to go, Judy Ann 
and Ryan

by Nestor Torre
Inquirer.net

Ryan Agoncillo and Judy Ann Santos

MANILA—Contrary to rumors, Bar-
on Geisler is not moving to GMA 
7. “I think ipapahiram lang ako 

ng ABS,” he clarifies, “to do some episodes 
of a drama special, SRO Cinemaserye yata.”

Doesn’t he feel pressured to outdo him-
self after reaping awards for his superb 
performance in Jay? “Not at all, because 
I love my job,” he says. “Awards are really 
a bonus.”

And just like his career, Baron’s love 
life is in full bloom. “Tinamaan talaga ako 
kay Rachel (Stephenson),” he tells us. “I 
hadn’t felt this way since my relationship 
with Jodi (Sta. Maria). Even if Chelz lives 
in Australia, we chat online for hours daily. 
Thank God for webcams (laughs)! And we 
visit each other monthly. It’s hard to have a 
long distance relationship. Sipag at tiyaga 
lang dapat. Our sweet reunions make the 
long wait worth it.”

Looks like the barfly in Baron would 
need less alcohol now that he’s intoxicated 
with love!

No comment
I cornered Karylle and asked if she’s 

happy about the breakup of her ex Dingdong 
Dantes’ team-up with Marian Rivera. “I’d 
rather not comment about that,” K said. 
“It’s almost mid-year and I’m ripe for change.” So is she ready to fall again? “Love will come,” she 
quips, “when it’s time.” 

For now, her heart seems to be on time-out mode.
Great feedback
Carmina Villaroel is overwhelmed by the great feedback she got for her performance in Maalaala 

Mo Kaya.
“I missed doing drama,” she says. “I grew up in ABS-CBN. It’s always fun working with them.”
Does it signal her return to the Kapamilya network?
“Nope. I’m staying with GMA,” she clarifies. “With my hosting, my schedule is toxic. But I hope 

GMA will give me a drama project soon.”
Is she willing to work with her ex, Rustom who has since transformed into BB Gandanghari? 

“We’re okay,” she quips. “But I won’t answer na lang about a project with him.”
Guess Mina would rather not do a Maalaala Mo Kaya of the Rustom Padilla episode in her life.
Guess list
•During an out-of-town event, a drunk young actress barged into the room of a young actor. She 

started blabbering, “Ayoko na talaga sa show biz. Hirap, parati na lang nachi-chismis. Artista ako, 
you know. Smell my hands. Di ba amoy marijuana?”

The actor was flabbergasted. Was he roused from sleep to listen to her ranting? Looks like it’s 
the young actress who needs to “wake up.”

•A TV personality who was spotted kissing a foreign artist in a club was next seen in the audi-
ence during Pacman’s bout with Hatton. Her plane fare and ticket to the match was said to be a gift 
from a married politico. Hmm… she’s going places with various faces! n

DOLLYWOOD
by Dolly Ann Carvajal

Inquirer.net

Baron just ‘on loan,’ 
still a Kapamilya

Baron Geisler

FREE PAC MAN 
BOBBLEHEAD!

Hall Of Fame Boxing Trainer Freddie Roach
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