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A SPECTACU-
LAR night of 
art happened in 
downtown Brea, 
California with 
seven local artists 
from the great-
er Los Angeles 
area displaying 
their work.  They 
came together 
for a common 
cause to promote 
the local modern 
art scene.  More 
than seventy 
people attended 
with attentive 
eyes to look at 
photographs of 
Annette Farol, 
paintings of 
Troy Austria and 
Joyce Sadueste; 
illustrations from 
Eric Silva, an ar-
chitectural pro-
posal from Dino Tadiar, and two clothing com-
panies from Jorge Koky Rosa Jr. and Alexander 
Guaring Jr. The variety of art was valued by the 
audiences as it attracted near and far Angeleno 
aficionados. 

During these difficult financial times in Amer-
ica, these artists found a way to strike a chord 
for its audiences by hosting a raffle of their art-

work to benefit the non-profit organization of 
the Free Arts for Abused Children,  www.free-
arts.org.  To these artists the forward perpetu-
ation of art as a means of therapy, exploration, 
and dreams are invaluable to all.

Sadueste, “Art has always been an escape for 
me, to my own reality.”  It was this escape that 
Sadueste wanted to share during that eventful 
night on Sept, 24, 2009. n

Left to right:  Alexander Guaring Jr., Troy Austria, Eric Silva, Dino Tadiar, Jorge Koky Rosa, Annette Farol, 
Joyce Sadueste

Artist’s real worth
by Dino TaDiar

self-imposed, stunned silence.
As a modern survival technique I find helpful, 

I pay scant attention to the news specially when 
the toxic levels of murder, mayhem and politics 
get to be too much for one’s well-being and func-
tioning and the only option, it seems, is to tune 
out and live in ignorant bliss. Annie’s case, how-
ever, strikes a deep chord not only because I em-
pathize deeply with a pint-sized Asian American 
woman just trying to do her level best but also as 
a human being increasingly hard pressed to make 
sense of the increasingly senseless horrific things 
that happen to people like Annie. She loved to 
wear dangling earrings, plunging necklines and 
bargain shopping and showed a sense of humor 
that balanced a sharp, brilliant mind. She wrote 
120 college applications and won $160,000 in 
scholarship grants. She was sweet and smart 
and did everything right. It is times like this that 
I am sorely tempted to wonder out loud and yell 
to that cosmic void the ancient question: Why do 
bad things happen to good people? Or why do 
evil men thrive?  But then of course, there is no 
answer. 

The answer lies from that tiny, quiet voice from 

within. When things become patently absurd, one 
needs to rely heavily on a basic tenet of faith in 
the absolute goodness of God and the kindness 
of most men.  We need to believe that in the end, 
when all the pieces fall into place, when the gi-
ant jigsaw puzzle and the story of the human race 
is completed and the singular purpose for which 
all of us came to be, is made manifest, we need 
to believe, as the Good Book says, that  “ … All 
things come together for good.” And just like Job, 
we try to accept humbly whatever comes.

All rise and say AMEN. For now, let Annie sleep 
to awake and dance in a far better place where 
tears flow from joy. May Jonathan find cause to 
smile again. If Raymond Clark is found guilty in 
the court of law, may the Holy Spirit come upon 
him to realize what he has done, learn to seek for-
giveness and reparation and not turn to despair, 
and just maybe, still save his soul. After all, the 
essence of God’s goodness is in forgiveness.

* * *
Nota Bene: To ask questions, send feedback and requests as well 
as to inquire about advertising in any or all of the 6 print editions 
of Asian Journal in California, Nevada and New York/New Jersey 
and/or  advertising in the Print Edition Online of Asian Journal, e-mail  
monette.maglaya@asianjournalinc.com  THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE 
SENT FEEDBACK. n
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LOS ANGELES –  Hundreds of 
young Filipino-Americans will 
attend the 3rd Annual Mabuhay 
Festival (TMF) hosted by USC 
Troy Philippines, Saturday, Oc-
tober 10. Opened to general 
public, TMF is USC Troy Phil-
ippines’ annual benefit concert 
celebrating Filipino-American 
culture and social awareness of 
Fil-Am issues. Talented and up-
coming performers, along with 
innovative and entrepreneurial 
vendors from across the coun-
try come and support Troy Phil-
ippines’ philanthropic cause, 
marking the unique progress 
and professionalism of the stu-
dent-run charity event.  

Every October, in honor of 
Filipino-American heritage 
month, USC Troy Philippines 
hosts the Mabuhay Festival to 
raise funds for a charity in the 
Philippines. Troy Philippines 
chooses a different charity or-
ganization every year to high-
light different social issues. 
Focusing on self-development 
and helping the urban poor out 
of poverty, this year’s charity is 
Alalay Sa Kaunlaran (ASKI) Inc., 
a God-centered, model microfi-
nance nonprofit organization. 
In light of recent events, ASKI 
Inc has created its own initia-
tive to aid relief of those affected by Typhoon On-
doy in the Philippines.

International media is heavily covering Ty-
phoon Ondoy (Ketsana), which has wreaked 
havoc on the Philippines. At this point, 250 peo-
ple have been killed, many are still missing and 
hundreds of thousands have been displaced. The 
Philippine Daily Inquirer reported that Ondoy’s 
total rainfall was 410mm, the worst rainfall the 
country has seen in 40 years. In order to raise 
awareness for the relief, USC Troy Philippines 
is collecting donations through on-campus drop 
boxes and also at our general meetings as well as 
the Mabuhay Festival. Our goal is to have our pro-
ceeds go through ASKI Inc’s relief fund for those 
affected by Typhoon Ondoy. 

 “With the same goal in mind, ASKI and Troy 
Philippines strive to help Filipinos, here and in 
the Philippines, towards self-development and 
independence, while bringing social and cultural 
awareness to the Filipino-American community,” 
USC Troy Philippines President, Julia Reyes.

“Additionally, our festival’s audience extends 
beyond Southern California,” says USC Troy 
Philippines Co-Public Relations Director, Melissa 
Sipin.  “By using new technologies like social me-
dia and viral networking platforms, like Facebook 
and Twitter, we reach well beyond our school and 

cultivate a global audience.”
Being the only public and cultural festival on 

the University of Southern California’s campus, it 
is the largest charity event USC Troy Philippines 
plans, produces, and hosts. Thanks to our proud 
sponsors, USC Troy Philippines is able to make 
the 3rd Annual Mabuhay Festival a reality. Spon-
sors include the Asian Journal Newspaper, Uni-
star Foods Inc., Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment (USG), BakitWhy.com, FilAm Nation.com, 
and Radio Manila.

“We’re all very excited to carry on the tradi-
tion of hosting TMF; we hope this year’s festi-
val brings more awareness to our philanthropic 
cause and who we are as an organization,” says 
USC Troy Philippines Co-Public Relations Direc-
tor, Alex Woog.  

USC Troy Philippines is the Filipino-American 
cultural organization on the University Park Cam-
pus. Troy Philippines aims to celebrate cultural 
heritage, to provide public service, and to instill 
professional development for its general mem-
bers and executive board, all the while sharing 
the enriched Filipino-American culture to USC 
students and faculty, the community, and beyond. 
As a growing family, Troy Philippines extends its 
ties throughout USC, Los Angeles, and the South-
ern California communities. For more informa-
tion please visit:  www.troyphi.com n

USC Troy Philippines hosts 
3rd Annual Mabuhay Festival

Searching for a kababata from your hometown, a college buddy or a Pinoy colleague? Your search is finally over.  
The Asian Journal  brings you Re:Union, Filipino American Associations in America -- your link to a network of kababay-
an associations here in the United States. As your Filipino-American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes 
your need to  nourish and maintain ties with the people and the culture you were born with.  This is our way of connecting 
our kababayans to the past, of creating new opportunities for the present and of inspiring you to pay it forward by becom-
ing active members of  your association and the FilAm community at large in the future.

Searching for a kababata from your hometown, a college buddy or a Pinoy colleague? Your search is finally over.  

DANAO Association USA, 
Inc. is a registered non-
profit organization, whose 
members are US and Cana-
dian residents, born, raised 
or whose roots have come 
from Danao City, Cebu, 
Philippines.

Objectives
DAUSA aims to foster 

mutual understanding and 
unity among its members; 
promote, preserve and in-
still in their children desir-
able Filipino values, Dan-
awanon’s strong religious 
beliefs and traditions; stim-
ulate their interest about 
Danao City, its historical- 
cultural heritage; promote 
projects geared towards 
improving the quality of life 
of the city’s poorest of the poor.

Educational mission
While the DAUSA Medical Team and local 

volunteers were busy at the hospital, the DAUSA 
Educational Mission Team led by Marieta Palos, 
made its first appearance and distributed books, 
school supplies to several elementary schools 
and barangay high schools. Suba High School 
got a TV set, VCR and also a medical first aid 
cabinet which DAUSA Board of Trustee Nick 
Gonzalez committed to supply to this particular 
school.

The Educational Mission was then made a 
component of the annual DAUSA Medical Mis-
sion. With Marieta Palos visiting barrio elemen-
tary schools were Grace Ypil of Chicago, Emma 
Duterte from Australia and Candy Canga of 
Modesto, California.

The 3-day medical-surgical and educational 
mission has been videotaped with Candy Canga 
experty acting as reporter.

Adopt-a-student project
Adopt-a-Student Project is one major associa-

tion project that is aggressively being pursued 
by Candy Canga and Martinette Dayondon, two 
very active and supportive DAUSA officers, as-
signed to manage the project.

The principal of the five barangay high schools 
in Danao were asked to identify poor and de-
serving students desiring to pursue college 
education at the Cebu State College of Science 
and Technology - Danao City Campus. DAUSA 
Members who had volunteered to participate in 
the projet adopt and support these students for 

the 4-year period of college, paying .00 per year 
for each student. At present, DAUSA members 
are supporting 38 students.

Danao City Little League
The Association had also embarked another 

project aimed at helping school children of Da-
nao learn to play baseball. Several volunteers 
were asked to adopt a school and donate to these 
schools needed sports equipments, such as little 
league bats, gloves, balls and other baseball ac-
cessories. Project Manager responsible for the 
Danao City Little Leauge Assistance is Ben Jack-
son, husband of Dr. Anita Cal-Jackson, Chief of 
Medical Mission.

Two schools, Suba and Guinacot Elemen-
tary Schools were initial recipients of baseball 
equipments, which DAUSA donors bought from 
garage/yard sales or thrift stores. 

Danao Association USA, Inc. Officers 2007
President-Anita Cal-Jackson, MD
Vice President-Marieta Hermoso-Palos
Secretary-Celia Abella
Treasurer-Martinette Dayondon
Asst. Treasurer-Mariel Barriga-Noyes
Auditor-Pacomio Cabahug
P R O-Danny Roble and Bobon Castillo
Sgt at Arms. - Giovanni Manulat,Chely Munoz 

and Emmanuel Ceballos
Board of Directors
Dr. Plutarco Almendras
Ramon Barriga
Gemma C. Montegrande
Crosine Roble
Jose Campo
Cristorey Espera n

Danao Association USA, Inc. (DAUSA)

Husband Cris Picar, Candy, mother Rose Canga,  classmates Annalee and Classmates Adolfo 
Famas of Cedars Sinai Medical Center at the Awarding

Political empowerment is still a treasure that eludes us as a community here in America. While we are the second largest Asian 
American community in the United States, we have yet to harvest the power that comes from our numbers. The Voice of FilAmerica 
features elected and appointed officials – regardless of political affiliation – in the different US states who are of Filipino ancestry. 
As your Filipino American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have a responsibility towards 
bringing political empowerment to fruition, especially for our future generations.  It is our hope to have our voices heard all over 
America.

Julio DeGuzman 
Appointed Director of Community and Government Relations in San Diego City Attorney’s Office

SAN Diego City Attorney Jan 
Goldsmith recently appointed 
Fil-Am Julio DeGuzman as Di-
rector of Community and Gov-
ernment Relations.

“Julio brings excellent skills 
and experience as Community & 
Government Relations Director. 
He is one of San Diego’s finest 
investigators. When we get a call 
and send Julio out to investigate, 
we know we will get the facts,” 
said City Attorney Goldsmith.

As director, DeGuzman will be 
responsible for covering special 
projects and participate in com-
munity collaborations and plan-
ning groups.

DeGuzman comes to the management staff of 
the City Attorney’s Office with vast experience 
and high credentials, according to the SD District 
Attorney’s office.

Prior to his appointment, he had been a City At-
torney investigator since his retirement from the 

federal government in 2006.
DeGuzman is a retired Special 

Agent with the US Naval Crimi-
nal Investigative Service and the 
US Department of Defense Of-
fice of Inspector General, Office 
of Criminal Investigations.

Born in Malasiqui, Pangas-
inan, DeGuzman immigrated to 
the US at the age of three when 
his father was stationed in San 
Diego with the US Navy, accord-
ing to the Filipino Press.

DeGuzman attended San Di-
ego State University and began 
his career in law enforcement as 
a Deputy Probation Officer dur-

ing that time. He then served as a Special Agent 
for the US Naval Investigative Service.  He was 
the second Filipino-American hired by NIS world-
wide, according to the Filipino Press. 

Aside from professional responsibilities, De-
Guzman is the President of the San Diego Lions 
Club. n

by Joseph pimenTel
AJPress

THE Brotherhood of Christian 
Businessmen and Profession-
als  (BCBP) Southern California 
Outreach will hold its first-ever 
BCBP USA Grand Gathering on 
Saturday, October 10, at Mary, 
Star of the Sea Parish Audito-
rium, San Pedro, California.

The highlight of this momen-
tous occasion will be the instal-
lation of BCBP Southern Cali-
fornia Outreach as a Chapter, 
the first ever outside of Philip-
pine shores.

The whole day event will kick 
off with a Grand Breakfast start-
ing at 7:30am. A retreat will be 
held immediately after for BCBP 
members. This will be followed 
with a Holy Mass at 5pm.  To 
cap the event will be a Grand 
Fellowship for members, and 
guests from the Philippines and 
out-of-state.

The breakfast, which is a 

uniquely BCBP practice, will 
have Larry Veloso, BCBP Na-
tional President and his wife 
Dedit as guest couple sharers. 
Father Herbert Schneider SJ, 
BCBP Spiritual Adviser, will 
conduct the Retreat.

B C B P 
is a com-
munity of 
business 
p e o p l e 
and pro-
fess ion-
als whose 
vision is 
to bring 
C h r i s t 
into the 
m a r k e t -
place and 
to win the 
m a r k e t -
place for 
Christ.

For BCBP members, who are 
now based in California and are 
interested to join this momen-
tous event, please call Dito de 
la Cerna at (562) 229-6998, Lib 
Madamba (310) 381-9866, and 
Polet Tiano (626) 222-3257. n

BCBP USA grand gathering 
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