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SUBMERGED. Buildings are seen under in floodwaters caused by after Typhoon Parma in Nabua township, Camarines Sur, Sunday, Oct.
4. Landslides buried two families in the Philippines as they sheltered in their homes from Asia’s latest deadly typhoon, which killed at

least 16 people and left more than a dozen villages flooded Sunday.

AP Photo by Nelson Salting

Typhoons force RP to import rice

MANILA - President Arroyo has ordered agri-
culture officials to import rice amid an expected
supply crunch next year following devastating ty-
phoons that battered the farm sector, her spokes-
man said on October 4.

Typhoon Pepeng, which hit Luzon Saturday,
leaving at least 15 dead, swamped large swathes
of farm land just a week after tropical storm “On-
doy” dumped the heaviest rainfall in more than
four decades on Manila.

Ondoy, international name Ketsana, left 293
dead and affected over three million people.

The typhoons have caused extensive damage
to the farm sector and Arroyo has ordered free
seedlings for farmers, her spokesman Press Sec-
retary Cerge Remonde said.

“Secondly, President Arroyo is anticipating
food shortages (and) she has ordered the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to import (rice) at the earliest
possible time,” Remonde said.

Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap said initial
damage to the farm sector wrought by the two
typhoons stood at 5.5 billion pesos (117 million

dollars). The figure was expected to rise once a
full assessment of the damage comes in.

Yap said there were enough stocks of rice for
the whole year, but the impact on the supply
could be felt by the first half of next year.

“We don’t see a supply problem for 2009, be-
cause that is provided for in our buffer stock,”
Yap said over local radio. “Our issue now is dry
crops for 2010.”

The Philippines relies heavily on imports to
feed its rapidly growing population of 92 million.

In 2008, the country was forced to buy some
2.3 million tons of rice despite record world pric-
es. This year, it has so far imported 1.7 million
tons from Vietnam.

Ketsana however has not spared rice producer
Vietnam, where it killed 162 people and flooded
large areas in the countryside.

Arroyo also ordered Yap to immediately ex-
tend assistance to farmers displaced by Ondoy
and Pepeng to help them recover and ensure
the country’s food supply in the coming months.
(Philstar.com)

State of calamity may last one year

by PAoLO RomERO
Philstar.com

MANILA - Price controls may
remain until 2010 and govern-
ment is expected to have a firm-
er hand in rebuilding areas rav-
aged by “Ondoy” and “Pepeng”
as Malacanang considers ex-
tending its declaration of a na-
tionwide state of calamity for at
least one year.

This was revealed by deputy
presidential spokesman Antho-
ny Golez who stressed that the
plan is aimed at allowing the
government and the public to
immediately respond to weather
disturbances that have become
increasingly deadly and destruc-
tive in the last few years.

Budget Secretary Rolando An-
daya Jr. stressed that purchase
of equipment or hiring of ser-
vices for relief and rehabilitation
would still be subject to bidding
but governed by “special condi-
tions” to ensure swifter results.
He did not elaborate.

In a news briefing, Golez said
damage caused by both Ondoy
and Pepeng reached P8.4 billion
as of on October 5 and the figure
is expected to increase in the
coming days as the full extent of
the destruction unfolds.

“Normally, by law if I'm not
mistaken, the state of calamity
is effective I think one year from
the time, one or two years, from
the time it has been declared
so that’s the time frame,” Golez
said.

He said there was no need for
a formal lifting of the declaration
as such would “self-terminate”
anyway when normalcy returns.

Officials said the declaration
would help authorities effective-

Villar wary about an extended state of...

ly implement price controls as
well as allow local government
units to easily access their re-
spective calamity funds, which
represent five percent of their
respective budgets.

Pres. Arroyo declared Metro
Manila and nearby provinces
under a state of calamity in the
wake of Ondoy’s devastation on
Sept. 26.

She later made the coverage
of her declaration nationwide
to speed up relief and reha-
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bilitation efforts and as Pepeng
threatened to wreak more havoc.
She said the order was meant to
keep prices of basic goods un-
der control as well as maintain
peace and order.

It was the first time that a na-
tionwide declaration of a state of
calamity was made to help the
country brace for a disaster.

Officials explained that while
Metro Manila, Rizal, Laguna,
and Cavite were the hardest hit
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called expressed alarm about the planned
extension of the state of calamity status.
According to them, it may create more
problems for the country such as job losses
and supply shortage. Other business groups
even fear that it may lead to a state of emer-
gency and the exercise of police powers.
“It is understandable that we have to pri-
oritize the needs of the flood victims but we
have to take into account the repercussions
of our actions to other sectors. In this case,
if the business sector will be affected, it will
have a chain reaction if our economy will
slow down because of it,” added Villar.
According to Villar, “It is also impor-
tant to put a semblance of normalcy to the
people’s lives as soon as possible. Even
the flood victims need to go back to their

homes, to their jobs and move on eventu-
ally. They cannot rely on people’s charity
for long, we have to make them self-reliant
again.”

Regarding the feared food shortage due
to the extensive damage wrought by ty-
phoons Ondoy and Pepeng in agricultural
crops and infrastructure, Villar said all
possible efforts should be exerted to avert
its possibility.

Damage from Ondoy alone reached
over P5.5 billion, while Pepeng hit many
rice-producing areas in northern Luzon
and create damage of nearly a billion al-
ready based on estimates. Based on es-
timates from the Department of Agricul-
ture: 22,669 metric tons of palay, valued
at P403.2 million, when Pepeng wrought
havoc to 35,494 hectares of rice-growing

farmlands in Isabela and Cagayan Valley,
and the Cordillera region.

“The production of our farmers is really
badly affected since most of their crops
and infrastructure were damaged. The ef-
fect of this in food supply may not be felt
in the last few months of the year and the
agriculture department has made assur-
ances about that. But the negative effects
will likely manifest early next year,” cited
Villar.

According to Villar, “At this early, the
concerned government departments and
agencies should already put in place
mechanisms to ensure the stable supply
of food until next year. At the same time,
help should be extended to farmers who
suffered losses due to the typhoons.” (Of-
fice of Sen. Manny Villar press release)

I yora v qusstions: or would ke ko maloz an appoiniment for you oF one
of your family members, then call one of the ofices most commenlent for you

Dr. Tomaaii Fosmoncier

covina
(626) 067-3500 S\ _OCAONS / (999) 467-5717

EebBl] WY, Dl B0 Dt

2 CONVENIENT LOG ANGELES

”] Anniversary

Blow Out

refreshed and glowing,

ACI

Based upon your skin analysis, a rearment will be individualized o your skin's
needs. Proper cleansing, extoliabion, extractions, appropriate masks, and a ne-

Lxing sonthing massage are incloded. Your skin will be cleansed, relalanced,

Two Treatments for $99

Bye-Bye Acne
This treatment 18 a4 must for excessively oy and blemished skin.
The skin 1% thoroughly deansed and the pentle extracnon of
impunties s performed. An exclusive oil absorbent/antisephic

mask is applied o soothe and expedite healing,

g

Black Out

{say good bye to blackheads)
Two Treatments

Baggy Eyes

(eye bag treatment )

Two Treatments

Age Spot
say good bye to JSTPEC

skin blemishes

L www.gandigkincare.

SKIN CARE

GANDI VILLAREAL
Licensed Aesthetician

GLEMDALE

1250 Glendale Aventie, See. A
Glendale, CA 71205
RISO3E.ETGD

ORANGE CO1
:ﬂiﬂmnkh:m Elﬂm_ Sqr_ 2
Anaheim,

CA 92801
T14.T58. 0500

C o m

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY. WE REPRESENT
DEBTORS IN CHAPTER 7, 13, 11 AND 12 OF THE
NEW BANKRUPTCY LAW. THIS INCLUDES

RELIEF FROM MORTGAGE PAYMENT DEFAULTS
AND PRE-FORECLOSURE RELIEF FOR RESIDENCES ®
AND OTHER REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES.

30" Year in |

Law Practice

to Mastercard and Vi

your home and car?

personal properties.

slop repossessions.

Have vou mortgaged yvour grandchildren
a mountain of debt? Worried about losing

today! Yes, I speak Tagalog. No, I won’t
charge yvou for consultation. I can help
you keep vour home,

I look forward to help vou: discharge
debts; stop foreclosures; wage garnish-
ments; stop harassments from collectors;

*LOAN MODIFICATION

*DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

*CIVIL, BUSINESS & REAL
ESTATE LITIGATION & TRIALS

Let Me Help You Wipe Out Debt & Obtain A Fresh Start

THOUSANDS OF SUCCESSFUL CASES IN LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE, SAN
BEENARDINOVENTURA & SAN DIEGO COUNTIES « CHAPTER 7,11, 12 & 13

sa? Snowed under by

Call me immediately

car and other

LAREY VAN by predis of Grorgrioss | insnrey Ls
ey with 4 mideri dopor B Law il jpteons briser
el See Comrh. Unbnd S [Eano (oefs.
Calilorma Apgerals bor it ol Cleial el | 5. Pibdoriaiy Cosame

Filipino Po Tayo. Free Consultation.
Weekend & Evening Appointments Available.

Call our office for appointment

(626) 284-1142

and ask for Angie or Jess,
Atty. Yang will personally
inferview you

1000S. Fremont Ave., Building A-1

ouite 1125 Unit 98,

Waim 51

Hivilos Bl

1o

Alhamora, CA 91803

i WEST SOWNTEWN LL






