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Brown’s days of leading a basketball
team to a championship may be long gone
but these days, he has a much larger team
counting on him.

As the first Filipino principal in the Artesia
school district, Brown leads about 700 stu-

dents and staff at Faye Ross Middle School in
Artesia. Ross Middle School is a highly distin-
guished magnet school of creative media and
arts about 20 miles South East of Los Angeles.
Just like his days on the PBA hardwood,
Brown is a perfectionist and he’s brought
along what he learned on the basket-
ball court to his administration
job.

“This [being a principall
isamore pressure packed
job —you’re dealing with
kids, parents, teachers,
the community, district
officials, being mea-
sured by the state and
federal government

with testing,” said

Brown to the Asian

Journal. “In this pro-

fession, you have to

embrace collabora-
tion and teamwork.
On a basketball team,
you can’t be success-
ful unless you are able
to come together as
a team. I have such a
wonderful and dedicated
staff here at Ross Middle
School. It’s like a basket-
ball coach. When you have
players willing to go through
a brick wall to win that’s this
staff here.”
A PBA Legend
For about eight years, Brown
played the point guard position in
' the PBA and his basketball prow-
' ess earned him the nickname
“Quick Brown Fox” for his ability
to run circles around defenders and
create basket opportunities for his
teammates.

Brown became the first FilAm
to play in the PBA in the early
1980’s.

After graduating from Pepper-
dine, he was drafted by the Hous-
ton Rockets in the third round of

First Fil-Am in the PBA and First Filipino Principal in Artesia, Ricardo Brown

The Quick Brown Fox

HE'S considered one of the greatest players to ever suit up in a Philip-
pine Basketball Association (PBA) uniform.

Ricardo Brown, better known as Ricky Brown, will become the first Fil-
Am inducted to the PBA Hall of Fame in October but his legacy does
not end on the hardwood floor.

the 1979 NBA draft but was later released to the
then San Diego Clippers.

Unable to make an NBA team, he was re-
cruited by Ambassador Eduardo Cojuangco to
play for the Philippine national team. In 1981,
Brown was part of the team that captured the
Jones Cup.

It was the start of his basketball career in the
Philippines.

He stayed in the Philippines and played for
La Salle in 1982. He entered the 1983 PBA draft
where Great Taste Coffee Makers would choose
him in the first round.

Brown would win the rookie of the year award
in his first season and it was a sign of things
to come from the quick brown fox. In his eight
seasons in the PBA, he led his team to six titles
and led the league in scoring twice. According
to Philstar, Brown still holds the PBA records for
locals in career scoring average (23.1) and free
throw percentage (.876).

He also set the PBA record for the most points
scored by a Filipino in a single Finals game scor-
ing 48 points.

The 1985 season was his greatest year, he
said. That year he captured the league MVP and
led the Great Taste Coffeemakers to a grand
slam championship.

“I'was on the peak of my game — mentally and
physically,” he said. “We had such great young
players and developed into a great dynamic
team.”

Little is known that after that season, former
Lakers General Manager Jerry West offered
Brown a tryout with the Los Angeles Lakers.

West loved Brown’s playing style at Pepper-
dine and wanted to see if he fit in Pat Riley’s
system.

“I know it would have been a great opportu-
nity for me but I declined it,” said Brown.

The reason - he fell in love with the Philip-
pines.

For Brown playing in the Philippines was sig-
nificant in more ways than one. It wasn’t just
about basketball. It was about reconnecting with
unknown roots.

Born in Chicago, Illinois to an American and
a Filipina, Brown only knew of his Filipino heri-
tage from his mother.

Brown’s mother always made sure her son
would know his Filipino half but he never had
a chance to visit the Philippines or his relatives
there.

“You have to understand that it was really
special for me just to go to the Philippines and
see my mother’s homeland, to meet my grand-
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parents for the
first time,”
said  Brown.
“I have a lot
of family there
who I was in

contact  with
through  the
years but I

never had the
opportunity to
go there. That
in itself was
something
very special.”

“Then T just
fell in love with the Philippines,” he added. “I fell
in love with the Filipino people, the lifestyle, just
everything about it. I didn’t want to leave.”

Injuries forced Brown to retire at the age of
34.

After his PBA career, he settled in Los Angeles
where he received his teaching credentials at his
alma mater Pepperdine University before earn-
ing a Masters degree in educational administra-
tion at California State University, Fullerton.

He served as a vice principal at a school in
Laguna Hills before accepting the principal posi-
tion at Faye Ross last year.

Regrets

Despite having a stellar PBA career, Brown
admits he has one regret.

As he reflects on his days as a player, he
wishes he could have done more for the Filipino
people.

“If I had a chance to re-do this I would really
connect with the schools,” said Brown. “My em-
phasis would be on education because there’s
not going to be many kids out there who can
make it to the PBA. I would make sure to tell
them to go to school everyday and take your
education seriously and that while I appreci-
ated some kids looking up at me as their hero, I
would tell them that their real hero is their mom
and dad.

“IT'had a forum because of my popularity where
people would listen and that’s the piece I regret.
I could have made a world of difference.”

Despite Brown’s hindsight of not contributing
enough to the Filipino people during his play-
ing days, the 51-year-old is making a difference
now.

Principal Brown is making a world of differ-
ence about the importance of education to the
countless number of kids at Faye Ross Middle
School.
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LAW OFFICES OF

BRIAN D. LERNER

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

OHices in Downtown Los Angeles and Long Beach

BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY

24 (866) 495-0554
attorney@eimmigration.org

FREE CONSULTATION

* Attorney is married to Filipina and wants to help you

* Chapter 7,11, 0r 13

* Stop the Creditors, the calls and the harassing

* Only $1,250 Attorney Fees for a Chapter 7 Bankruptey
* Helping Filipinos and their loved ones all over the US

* We will determine il you meet the Means Test
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City
515 South Flower Streat

249 East Ocean Boulevard,
Suite 408, Long Beach, CA 90802
{151 Strat- Maar Tranat Mall Station)

Tel: (562) 495-0554

36th Fir, Los Angeles, CA 90071
[Mear Tih Sireat! Malra Conter Sabion)

Te: (213) 236-3775

TION

DENTURE WEARERS

Having problems with your dentures?
Unable to eat what you want?
Dentures shift, tiit and wander?

Why not have a beautiful smile?
Enjoy the abilty to Bash an amazing smile, whie hawng a

denture that provides stabiity, optimal chewing efficiency,
and extraordinary comfort.

Minl Dantal Implants:

Thie Latest in Dental Implantology

« Are placed using a simple, gentle approach,

+ Can help to preserve bone & facial appearance

= Arg affordable - less than hall the cost of conventional
implants.

Salamat bay Dy, (rormas
wa prpay Lo ma mpeyen aug
prgkara ng mge palburiio
ko wlaen, Lalo wa aong

Call For A FREE Consultation

(818) 995-1891

5363 Balboa Blvd, Ste 446, Encing, CA 91316
www. mgormandental.com

Martin N. Gorman, DDS
Serving the Valley for over 32 years

MARIAN COLLEGE

CAREERS
igg2

MARIAN HEALTH

Eince

CENTER

We are MARIANS, We belong to a legacy of excellence in the healtheare industry
that spans 17 vears of quality service,

Will vou be a part of this legacy?

Financial Aid and
Bcademic Scholarships Avallabial!

MEW PART-TIME CLASS SCHEDULES!
Friday, Saturday & Stndy!
2004 - 2010 Class Schedules

Los Angeles, Dciober 19, 2009 (Full-Time) | March 12, 2000 (FPari-Time)
“Wan Muys, Movember 23, 2009 (Full-Time) | Febnuary 19, 2010 {(Part-Tims)

MWEGELES

3328 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1610

Los Angeles, CA 90010
Tl Mo, (213) J88-3566
Eax Mo, (313) 20E-5808

VAN NUYS

5800 Sepulveda Boubevard, Suite 101
Van Huys., CA 31411

Tel Mo, (B18) TEZ-H163

Fax No. (818) TE2-5058

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION! Or visit us @ www.mariancollegecalifornia.com





