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MANILA – A private polling and political advo-
cacy group on September 14 expressed doubts 
on the accuracy of surveys showing Sen. Benigno 
“Noynoy” Aquino III leading by a huge margin 
among the 2010 presidential aspirants.

Ed Malay, director of the Issues and Advocacy 
Center, said he issued the statement after being 
asked for its position on the survey that showed 
Aquino leading the pack of presidential hopefuls.

He said it was “impossible” to interview 1,200 
respondents in just two days.

“We at the Center always allot from five to sev-
en days for field data extraction, two to four days 
for tabulation and another two to five days for 
analysis, call-back and cross-evaluation, which is 
a system that we developed and which other sur-
vey organizations do not have,” Malay said.

“This allows us to generate an accurate picture 
of the political topography in the country,” he 
said.

Malay, who is identified with former Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos, has been undertaking political 
polls. The Center’s latest survey was in August 
that showed Sen. Manuel Villar, former President 
Joseph Estrada, and Sen. Francis Escudero top-
ping the polls. The same survey included Aquino 
but among possible vice presidential candidates, 

obtaining 29 percent of 1,200 respondents.
He, however, stressed that it is “unethical” to 

dispute the Social Weather Stations (SWS) sur-
vey, “even if the results are somewhat hard to 
believe,” because it is “an established organiza-
tion.”

He said the results of polls “must be ranged 
against the realities on the ground,” as the Center 
does in its polls.

Media operations
“To be blunt about it, the presidential campaign 

has taken off even before the filing of the certifi-
cates of candidacies and we’ll be seeing more 
of these special media operations in the days to 
come,” Malay said.

He said it was “understandable” that Aquino, 
being the “last to board the presidential cam-
paign train, and his strategists will have to do ev-
erything to turn him into a viable and winnable 
candidate and this is just one of those.

“(And) they pulled the rug on other presiden-
tiables who were caught napping,” Malay said.

He said Aquino has “succeeded in grabbing 
the advantage from the other candidates and he 
enjoys the support of a big broadcasting network 
and a national broadsheet.”

“This only proves that media giants can dic-
tate where the fortunes of this country will go. 
Whether this is good for the country or not is for 
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PYRAMID. Members of the Far Eastern University pep squad execute the heel stretch pyramid, one of the highlights of its Sarimanok-
inspired routine that won for them the UAAP cheerdance contest at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City. �
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