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politics of vengeance. It is one of the biggest ob-
stacles in national unity, growth and political in-
stability,” Teodoro said as the discussion veered 
towards politics.  He was game as he answered 
questions from the local media.

He said that if and when he gets elected, he 
said he would immediately hit the ground run-
ning and work on solving some of the country’s 
most basic problems such as peace and order, 
law enforcement and economy.

But before he can do that, he needs to go 
through his party’s nomination process. 

The three-way fight to become Lakas-Kampi-
CMD’s official standard-bearer also includes Vice 
President Noli de Castro and Chairman Bayani 
Fernando of the Metropolitan Manila Develop-
ment Authority (MMDA).

“The Filipino should look at himself now as 
needing a lot of improvement in all facets of life,” 
Teodoro said .

When asked on what his priorities would be if 
he wins in 2010, he replied that he will convene 
a Constitutional Convention immediately to erase 
any doubts about its motives.

This constitutional convention will overhaul the 
1987 Charter, and will pave the way for a unicam-
eral system led by a directly elected president. 
Term limits will be lifted for all except the presi-
dent.

“I am the only one talking about structural 
change. We really have to restructure our soci-

ety,” Teodoro said.
“Good governance is not only a function of 

putting good men in government. The structures 
must be attuned to the needs of the country. That 
is the most pressing need today,” he explained.

Should he win. Teodoro said that he is also 
training his sight on the possibility of opening 
up the economy for more foreign investments to 
come in. 

Recent surveys suggest that Teodoro has been 
lagging and in some, he’s dead last.  

Asked for his comments regarding this matter, 
he paused and said, “Champion ako sa kulelat.”

Turning serious, Teodoro said that surveys “are 
a matter of concern.” 

“Probably I have to take several faster steps. I 
admit that it’s an uphill climb in this big fight be-
cause ratings sometimes do count. I haven’t yet, 
gone on full steam,” he explained.

Noynoy
Teodoro also welcomed the news that his cousin, 

Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, has announced 
his intention to run as president next year.

“It’s great. It gives people more choices,” he 
said. 

Both Aquino and Teodoro are natives of Tarlac 
province where they both started and nurtured 
their political careers.

“Ang amin kay Noynoy [Aquino’s nickname] 
…we remain cousins and we remain good friends. 
That will not change and we will not allow this con-
test to ruin it.” n
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Teodoro: Let’s stop the politics…

“Just because they know 
they’re strong in surveys, that’s 
enough to carry them (so) they 
take things for granted, they be-
little the others. That should not 
happen,” he said.

Claudio said some presidential 
aspirants have already stumbled 
but the race has not started yet.

“Before this gets to us, it is 
already causing a lot of nervous-
ness and might trigger a rever-
sal of strategies among the op-
position,” he said.

Once Lakas-Kampi proclaims 
its standard-bearer, the voters 
would examine his qualifications 
and track record, Claudio said.

Lakas or Kampi can name 
bets

Lakas-CMD or Kabalikat ng 

Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) can 
nominate their own respective 
standard-bearers for next year’s 
presidential elections, a Lakas-
Kampi-CMD stalwart said.

Nueva Ecija Rep. Rodolfo An-
tonino posed this worst-case 
scenario to former speaker Jose 
de Venecia Jr., who claimed the 
dominant political party cannot 
as yet nominate its presidential 
candidate until the Commission 
on Elections has ruled on his pe-
tition to void the fusion.

Antonino said assuming for 
the sake of argument that De 
Venecia wins, the “situation is 
still not irreparable.”

“Even if the Comelec decides 
in his favor, we will just issue 
separate nominations, from 
Lakas and Kampi nominations,” 

he said.
“I feel the Lakas-Kampi-CMD 

have duly institutionalized its 
merger and we have gone to the 
regular process substantially, ” 
said House Deputy Speaker for 
Mindanao Simeon Datumanong.

Datumanong belied De Vene-
cia’s claim that Comelec has yet 
to accredit Lakas-Kampi-CMD 
as a political party.

The Comelec is set to hear De 
Venecia’s petition this Thurs-
day.

However, De Venecia said 
Kampi as a Comelec-registered 
political party can choose and 
field candidates on its own.

“But they have to declare that 
they are Kampi, not Lakas-Kam-
pi candidates,” he said.

“They have no right using the 
name of Lakas. Their continued 
use of the name of our party is 
part of the colossal fraud and 
grand deception they are perpe-
trating on our people.”

The merger of Lakas and Kam-
pi was illegal since members of 
the Lakas national directorate 
did not approve it as required by 
the party’s constitution and by-
laws, he added.

“In the meantime, there will 
be no Lakas-Kampi candidates,” 
he said. (Philstar.com)

‘It’s Teodoro for Lakas-Kampi…
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