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Home health care...
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said Theresa Dudley, director of
Medcare Plus Home Health.

The 44-people indicted were
from Santa Fe Springs-based
Medcare Plus Home Health Pro-
viders. Authorities arrested 20
people connected to the medi-
cal fraud ring last week. Ac-
cording to the DOJ, the Santa
Fe Springs based Medcare Plus
Home Health Providers sent
unlicensed and unqualified in-
dividuals, many of who were
not even US citizens, to provide
nursing services to sick and dis-
abled children across Los Ange-
les. The agency would pay the
unlicensed individual $8 to $12
but would bill the state up to
$35 an hour, per nurse. A DOJ
spokesman said that 80 percent
of those indicted are Filipino.

The admitted organizer of
the ring, Priscilla Villabroza, a
registered nurse, pleaded guilty
in federal court last year to five
counts of health care fraud. She
faces up to 50-years in federal
prison.

A woman who answered the
phone at the Santa Fe Springs-
based Medcare Plus Home
Health Providers declined to
comment on the indictment.

Mistaken identity

But the case of mistaken iden-
tity has already taken its toll
on the Pasadena-based family
company Medcare Plus Home
Health. According to Dudley,
they’ve already lost potential cli-
ents because of what happened
last week and patients and doc-
tors have asked about the qual-
ity of their nurses.

The two nursing agencies not
only share similar names but
they are also in the same busi-
ness, a business Dudley says
will now be more scrutinized by
the government as a result from
the fall out of the scam.

“Consequently, it's going to
impact all agencies and health
care in general because it’s like
we're going to pay for the sins
of our brethren in that there’s
going to be stricter regulations
[and] it’s already overregulat-
ed,” she said.

Filipino nurses

Aside from the home health
agencies, Filipino nurses are
also feeling the effects from the
indictment.

Filipinos are usually looked
upon as good and reliable nurs-
es. However, last week’s indict-
ment may have changed that.

Registered Nurse Bert Jau-
rigue said that the arrest and

indictment of so many Filipinos
last week is an embarrassment
to the nursing and Filipino com-
munity.

Jaurigue said that it’s com-
mon knowledge in the indus-
try that some Filipinos start up
home health agencies to scam
the government.

“Quick money,” he said.
“Most of them are aware it takes
about two years before the gov-
ernment can catch up on them.
Most of the time, [in] two years,
they are already out of the coun-

try.”

Jaurigue adds that the only
thing good that came out of the
arrest last week was that, thank-
fully, none of the children pa-
tients were killed.

“What they did was very dan-
gerous,” he said. “These kids
could have been killed.”

“Ireally can’t believe this per-
son who owned this place,” he
added. “She did it because her
purpose was to make a lot of
money. She probably thought
she would never get caught but
sooner or later they’ll catch up
on you.” (Joseph Pimentel/AJ-
Press)
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IMMIGRATION
PROBLEMS?

We have the answers.
For over 20 years our clients welfare is always our top priority.
Qur practice is built on a foundation of Integrity and Compassion.

LAW OFFICES OF

DEBORAH L. KARAPETIAN

HANDLING ALL IMMIGRATION LAW MATTERS

Employment Sponsored Visas/ PERM
Deportation/ Removal * Investor/ Business Visas
Relatfive Sponsored Visas/ Embassy Processing * Naturalization
USCIS Appearances * 9th Circuit Court of Appedals + BIA Cases
Deborah Karapelion is licensed as an alforney in both
Cailfornia and Texas, and an aclive member of the
State Bar of California. ANl matters handled by her
office are case specific, and the oufcome depends on
the specific facts of each case.

Tel: 800 - GREENCARD

500 North Brand Blvd., Suite 450, Glendale, CA 91203
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Call us for a confidential appointment. Free hall hour consultation.
Visit us at; www.karapetianlaw.com and ask a question!

DIXON WONG AND
ASSOCIATES

SPECIALIZED IN:

All Types of Working Yisas

+ Criminal Defense for LPR &
Man-immigrant

« PERM (Labor Certification)

« Deportation and Remowval
Proceadings

« Maturalization Application and
Appeal

« Immigrant Visa Application

« Extension and Change of Status
Application

« Family Petition [adoption, Child
Born In and Ouwt of Wedlock

« Investment Visa Application with
Business and Accounting Set-up &
Copyright and Patent Application

« Appeal of Denials

« Overseas & Third Country Yisa

Pracessing

Asylum Application

Adjustment of Status Application

Green Card Replacement / Renevwal

Battered Spouse Application

J Wisa Waiver Application

Flt‘hal'li_!._ﬂ Visitor (J), Student (F & M)

i Fiance (K) Visa

+ Registered NHurses and Health Care
Professicnals Visa Application

We speak Tagalog, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Fukienese | . 4o ot ottt Appeals
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Approvals are what we get for our clients.
An Expert Immigration Attorney For
All Your Immigration Needs.

Atty. Dixon 'ﬂu

WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 301,
Pasadena, Callfnrma 91106

Call To Schedule A Free Consultation:

626.577.1100

Fax: 626.577.1102

Office Hours: Monday through Friday. Saturday By Appointment
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