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Dateline Philippines

MANILA – The public must be 
wary of the upcoming meeting 
of President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo and United States Presi-
dent Barack Obama which could 
be “for their own gain” only, op-
position groups said.

United Opposition and Makati 
City Mayor Jejomar Binay said 
Arroyo might use the meeting to 
secure Obama’s support for ef-
forts by her allies to amend the 
1987 Constitution, in exchange 
for the return of US bases in the 
country.

“The 1987 Constitution ex-
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pressly prohibits foreign military 
bases in the country. But with 
Arroyo allies intent on amend-
ing the Constitution, the ban 
can be amended to allow the US 
to again open military bases in 
the Philippines,” Binay said in a 
statement.

“The main political concern of 
the US is that the elections push 
through in 2010. Mrs. Arroyo 
has assured the US there will 
be elections, but she did not say 
it will be under a presidential 
form,” he said.

“We all know the elections 
that they (administration allies) 
are contemplating is for a parlia-
ment where Mrs. Arroyo plans 

to become prime minister,” he 
added.

The left-wing Bagong Aly-
ansang Makabayan (Bayan) 
meanwhile said Arroyo would 
take advantage of the meeting 
through photo opportunities 
while Obama would try to “rein-
force neo-colonial interests.”

“Both Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo and US president Barack 
Obama plan to utilize the meet-
ing for their own gain. Arroyo 
needs the publicity as a boost for 
her failing regime. Obama needs 
this to ensure US that economic, 
political and military interests in 
Southeast Asia are maintained. 
It remains to be seen though if 

the people stand to gain any-
thing from this meeting,” said 
Bayan secretary general Renato 
Reyes in a separate statement. 

Arroyo will finally meet with 
Obama at the White House on 
July 30, following two failed at-
tempts to meet the US leader.

Over the weekend, the White 
House announced that Obama 
would meet Arroyo for talks on 
“ways to enhance US-Philippine 
cooperation on critical global is-
sues, including counterterrorism 
and climate change, as well as 
further the traditionally strong 
alliance and bond between our 
nations.” n

MANILA – President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo should make 
a pitch for increased military 
assistance and strengthened 
economic partnership with the 
United States when she meets 
with President Barack Obama, 
leaders of the House of Repre-
sentative said on Monday.

At the same time, several 
lawmakers from the opposition 
said Arroyo should also discuss 
the Visiting Forces Agreement 
(VFA) with Obama, saying this 
affected the country’s relations 
with the US.

The White House announced 
over the weekend that the two 
leaders would meet on July 30, 
their first meeting since Obama 
won in November last year and 
barely a year before Arroyo 
steps down after nine years in 
Malacañang.

“The economy and its recov-
ery and the peace and regional 
security against terrorism, es-
pecially the Mindanao problem 
must be addressed,” Speaker 
Prospero Nograles said in a text 
message.

The House leader said the 
technology available to the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
should be beefed up to make it 
more responsive in detecting 
and pursuing terrorist and kid-
nap-for-ransom bandits.

Italian aid worker Eugenio 
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Vagni was released over the 
weekend after six months in 
captivity.

Vagni and two fellow Red 

Cross workers – Swiss Andreas 
Notter and Filipino Mary Jean 
Lacaba – were abducted by the 
Abu Sayyaf on Jolo Island, in 

Sulu province on January 15. 
Lacaba and Notter were re-
leased on April 2 and April 8, 
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If you’d like to know more, 
please call us at 
1.800.464.2111,
or visit metro.net.

It’s the Right Time to Save. Go Metro.
Don’t be a victim of these uncertain economic times. Create 
your own stimulus package simply by going Metro. Experts 
estimate you can save as much as $8,000 annually by using 
public transit instead of paying for gas and parking. LA is among 
the top 20 cities where using public transit can save you the 
most. Find your best route with the Trip Planner at metro.net.

Champion Metro Rail Team Wins Again
The superior train skills of Metro Rail’s sta= captured top 
honors for the second year in a row at the APTA International 
Rail Rodeo in Chicago last month. The winning team members 
were Metro Rail Operator Robert Rodriquez and Rail Equipment 
Specialists Eric Czintos, Ronnie Burt and Glen Abraham. 

Hit the Beach Without the Hassles
Make the most of your day at the beach without >ghting the 
summer tra;c, searching for parking or paying high 
prices at the gas pump. Metro has convenient bus and rail 
connections that can get you to all the Southland beaches. 
Visit the Trip Planner at metro.net for a wide selection of 
schedules and connections.

Thousands Go With Metro Employer Pass 
More than 7,800 employees at 335 worksites in LA County are 
>nding a better and less expensive way to get to work with the 
Metro Employer Pass. It’s a win-win situation: employees get 
the bene>ts of riding Metro and the company gets tax savings, 
reduced parking demands and improved employee morale. 
Find out more at 213.922.2811. 

Go Metro for Hollywood Bowl Discounts
Experience the world-class Los Angeles Philharmonic this 
summer at the Hollywood Bowl. Go Metro and get 20% o=

your tickets to the LA Phil’s Tuesday/Thursday classical music 
series July 7 through September 10. Check the Destination 
Discounts site at metro.net for details.
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