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DATELINE PHILIPPINES
Prayer power for Aquino goes global

by FE ZAMORA

Inquirer.net

MANILA - “Prayer Power” is
in force for the cancer-stricken
Corazon Aquino, and it has
spread to the Internet with blog-
gers and members of social net-
works writing short but heartfelt
prayers for her recovery.

The former President’s official
website,  http://www.coryaqui-
no.ph, has been inundated with
prayers and messages since July
1, when it was reported that her
condition had turned serious.

As of on July 4, the web-
site had devoted a total of 73
pages—with 10 messages per
page—to letters from the public,
including Filipinos and foreign-
ers overseas.

On July 4, at the fourth of the
nine-day healing Masses for
Aquino, members of her former
Cabinet showed up dressed in
her signature yellow.

Her spokesperson Deedee
Siytangco said this was the least
they could do for the former
President who remains under
close watch at the Makati Medi-
cal Center.

“You may call it prayer pow-
er,” Siytangco said.

Or it could be the vaunted
“Cory magic,” which peaked
during the February 1986 Edsa
people power revolt that toppled
Ferdinand Marcos’ dictatorship.

‘Thanks for everything’

Among the letters to the 76-
year-old Aquino were narrations
of some writers’ experiences
during what is now known as
Edsa L.

Others recalled their first
meeting with her during the
campaign for the 1986 snap
presidential election, when she
challenged the dictator who
called her “a mere housewife.”

A few sent poems and prayers
asking various saints to help
“Tita Cory.”

All the writers sent their names
and addresses, with many carry-
ing formal introductions of their
family or clan, offices, parishes
and organizations.

An Ishmael Sinsuat said “the
Sinsuat clan of Cotabato City,
Maguindanao,” was not only
praying for Aquino but also of-
fering its “humblest thanks for

everything you have done for
our country.”

A Lutheran pastor said he
was also at Edsa and had earlier
“willingly obeyed” Aquino’s call
for civil disobedience “even if it
was difficult.” He said he would
include Aquino in the prayers in
his church.

On the social network Face-
book, prayers and messages for
Aquino made up popular post-
ings.

A statement on her condition
posted on the account of her
only son, Sen. Benigno Aquino
I, also generated numerous
comments.

Even the AM radio programs
have become outlets for public
expressions of support for the
former President.

On the noontime show on
dzMM, a caller said he wished
it were possible that Filipinos
could spare Aquino her pain:
“Eh, kung pwede lang sana hati-

in na lang nating mga Filipino
yong sakit na nadarama ninyo,
amin na lang po.”

More members of the Aquino
Cabinet attended the healing
Mass at the Greenbelt 5 chapel
in Makati. Jose “Ping” de Jesus
(Aquino’s former public works
secretary) led the reading of the
novena prayer.

Among those present were
Franklin Drilon (executive sec-
retary), Elfren Cruz (Presiden-
tial Management Staff chief),
and other Aquino secretaries
Cesar Sarino (interior), Jesus
Estanislao (finance), Dondon
Paderanga (socioeconomic
planning), Philip Juico (agrarian
reform), Pete Prado (transpor-
tation) and Aniceto Sobrepefia
(Cabinet secretary).

Also present were Aquino’s
legal adviser Justice Adolfo Az-
cuna, former Central Bank gov-
ernor Jose Cuisia, former Trade
Secretary Jose Pardo, Manila

Mayor Fred Lim and Ambassa-
dor Miguel Perez Rubio.

Lim was the director of the
National Bureau of Investigation
and Perez Rubio was Malaca-
fang protocol officer during
Aquino’s term.

Noli’s prayer

In a statement, Vice President
Noli de Castro said he was join-
ing the rest of the country in
praying for Aquino’s recovery.

“I know that Our Divine Heal-
er will always bless and protect
the woman who was instrumen-
tal in restoring democracy in
our country and who is consid-
ered a moral beacon in times of
national crises,” De Castro said,
adding:

“To the family and friends of
the former President, please be
assured that our grateful Fili-
pino nation is praying with you
to bless and heal President Cory
so that she can continue to be an
inspiration to our nation.”
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It’s the Right Time to Save. Go Metro.

Don't be a victim of these uncertain economic times. Create
your own stimulus package simply by going Metro. Experts
estimate you can save as much as $8,000 annually by using
public transit instead of paying for gas and parking. LA is among
the top 20 cities where using public transit can save you the
most. Find your best route with the Trip Planner at metro.net.

Champion Metro Rail Team Wins Again

The superior train skills of Metro Rail’s staff captured top
honors for the second year in a row at the APTA International
Rail Rodeo in Chicago last month. The winning team members
were Metro Rail Operator Robert Rodriquez and Rail Equipment
Specialists Eric Czintos, Ronnie Burt and Glen Abraham.

Hit the Beach Without the Hassles

Make the most of your day at the beach without fighting the
summer traffic, searching for parking or paying high
prices at the gas pump. Metro has convenient bus and rail
connections that can get you to all the Southland beaches.
Visit the Trip Planner at metro.net for a wide selection of
schedules and connections.

Thousands Go With Metro Employer Pass
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finding a better and less expensive way to get to work with the
Metro Employer Pass. It's a win-win situation: employees get
the benefits of riding Metro and the company gets tax savings,
reduced parking demands and improved employee morale.
Find out more at 213.922.2811.

Go Metro for Hollywood Bow!| Discounts

Experience the world-class Los Angeles Philharmonic this
summer at the Hollywood Bowl. Go Metro and get 20% off
your tickets to the LA Phil’s Tuesday/Thursday classical music
series July 7 through September 10. Check the Destination
Discounts site at metro.net for details.
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expert representation and in
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