Gangster film in indie fest

by MARINEL CRUZ
Inquirer.net

ANILA - “I never thought it would happen for real,”
young actor Zyrus Desamparado said of the large cut
in his right arm, from a bolo wielded by co-actor Daniel

Medrana.

The two were filming a fight scene for the action movie Engkwentro when the incident hap-
pened. Zyrus' cut was three inches long. "It was an accident. | was given immediate medical help.
I'm OK now,” Desamparado told Inquirer Entertainment over dinner last week.

Desamparado plays Tomas, leader of a notorious gang called Batang Dilim in Engkwentro. The
film follows a day in the lives of Richard (Felix Roco) and his brother, Raymond (Medrana), who find
themselves on opposite sides of a gang war. Richard is the leader of Bagong Buwan and Tomas'
archenemy.

Death squad

To get back at Richard, Tomas orders his new recruit, Raymond, to kill his own brother. Mean-
while, the infamous City Death Squad catches up with all of them. This vigilante group is widely
believed to be backed by the city government, headed by Mayor Danilo Suarez (Celso Ad Castillo),
and responsible for many unsolved murders of gangsters.

Engkwentro is an entry to this year's Cinemanila Philippine Independent Film Festival, which runs
from July 17 to 26 at the CCP in Pasay City.

Pepe Diokno, director of Engkwentro and the youngest to join the film fest at 21, said Desam-
perado was picked from among 500 actors who auditioned for the movie.

Roco, meanwhile, was Diokno’s top pick for the role of Richard. “We searched everywhere for
the boy to play Felix’s brother,” Diokno explained. “We were about to start filming when we found
Daniel at an arts forum sponsored by the CCP.”

Inspired by docu

Diokno said the film was inspired by a documentary he made two years ago on two brothers run-
ning away from the so-called Davao Death Squad.

The director was quick to point out that the movie is not specifically about the shadowy Davao
vigilante group.

He said that the film proved difficult to make: “It wasn't easy to get funds for this kind of story.
Also, we had to employ over 200 actors. Rehearsals were tough. We shot some scenes in Davao but

Kids celebrate summer at
Seafood City North Hills

eafood City is holding summer workshops for kids ages
7-12 yrs old and for teens ages 13-19 yrs old for two con-
secutive Saturdays, July 11 and 18 at Seafood City North
Hills.

Kids will definitely have a blast as they embark on a day of fun and excitement as they
learn easy to do and delicious recipes from top Chef Cecilia de Castro. Chef Cecilia de Cas-
tro will surely whet the little one’s appetite with her cooking demonstrations on yummy and
kid-friendly dishes.

Along with the fun activities, kids will be able to bring home Seafood City giveaways,
meet new friends and savor the experience of being part of Seafood City summer workshop
for Kids.

Catch the following Kids summer cooking class at Seafood City North Hills. Register your
kids at www.seafoodcity.com or email at seafoodcity@3mcplus.com.
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everything. The production team was all around the set nonstop,” he explained.

After its premiere in Cinemalaya, Diokno said he has set his sights on a nationwide screening.
“The goal is to show this to as many people as possible. We want them to know about the current
situation. We want it known that we blame a society that condones this kind of killings,” he said. “A
screening in Davao would be good, too.”
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Glendale Tofu Villaqe

126 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA 91203
Tel. (818) 242-0505 « Fax: (818) 242-0200

WE SERVE:

= Tofu soup

* Tofu salad

« Beef/ Chicken bowl (kd's size available)
* Tempura

» Chapchae

+ Hot Wing ¢l

= Korean BBQ (kalbi/ beef/ pork)

= Hot or cold noodles

* Bibimbap

* Dumplings (steamed, fried or in soup)
* and many more!
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HARAOKE MIGHTS MADNESS @ Fapistidian

Every Fridays &

Saturdays

FREE APETIZER FOR PARTY OF §
MO COVER CHARGE, MO MIMIMUM, Jeit brisg youe
tamily & triench, have fun with w snd enjoy our foodi! |

Business Hours: Sun-Thu 11:00am to :00pm = Fri-Sat 11:00am fo 1:00am Monday-Closed
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR 100 PERSON = PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE

1925 W. Temple Street, Luon Ploza #103, Los Angeles, CA 90026
Tel (213) 484-2660 = Fox (213) 484-8025



