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WITH less than two months to 
go before the deadline for reg-
istration for overseas absentee 
voting, Filipino Americans are 
reminded that they have only 
until August 31, 2009 to do so.

The number of Filipinos and 
dual citizens who have enlisted 
for the general elections next 
year is still way below the one 
million target. According to the 
OAV Secretariat of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs, as of 
June 30, only a total of 118,703 
have registered.

By country, the United States 
has the most OAV registrants 
(19,113), followed by China 
(12,411), the United Arab Emir-
ates (8,339), Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia (6,705), Singapore 
(5,128), Canada (4,815), Taiwan 
4,707, United Kingdom (4,289), 

FilAms urged to register for 2010 RP polls

BEST SHOT. Jennifer Rosales of the Philippines, hits her ball out of a fairway bunker on the eighth hole during the third round of the 
LPGA Wegmans golf tournament at Locust Hill Country Club in Rochester, NY on Saturday, June 27. Rosales posted a 2-over-par 74 to 
go 4-under-par for the tournament. � AP Photo by Don Heupel

Japan (3,997), and Italy (3,071).
By region, Asia and the Pacific 

takes the biggest slice (32,399), 
followed by the Americas 
(24,068), Middle East (22,069), 
and Europe (13,842). The regis-
tration centers at the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Adminis-
tration also registered a number 
(15,250), as well as those at the 
Ninoy Aquino International Air-
port (9,655) and the Commission 
on Filipinos Overseas (1,420).

In San Francisco, California, 
the US Federation of Philippine 
American Chambers of Com-
merce is reminding Filipinos 
and FilAms with dual citizenship 
to register before the deadline.

Yolanda Stern, federation 
president emeritus and conve-
nor and champion of the theh 
Citizenship Reacquisition Act 

and the Overseas Absentee Vot-
ing Act, said voters today can 
truly vote in absentia.

Here are some important re-
minders on OAV registration:

• Those with dual citizenship 
may register using their Philip-
pine passport and the certified 
order of approval or oath of al-
legiance.

• For those who immigrated 
to the US prior to the 1991 Im-
migration Reform Act and be-
came a naturalized US citizen, 
they can reacquire their Philip-
pine citizenship by applying for 
a Philippine passport to be a 
dual citizen.

• If they came to the US as a 
visitor and overstayed, they are 
still Filipino citizens, and can re-
new their passport and register 
to vote.

Only the following are dis-
qualified from registering: Those 
who lost their Filipino citizen-
ship and did not reacquire it, 
those who have a criminal con-
viction punishable by imprison-
ment of not less than a year, and 
those legally declared insane or 
incompetent of mind.

More information on OAV reg-
istration is available at the Com-
mission on Elections website on 
OAV registration and continuing 
registration. (Inquirer.net)


