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Dateline Philippines

EASY RIDER. Sociology professor of UP is an avid weekend biker 
and cuts a dashing figure astride his Ducati as he zooms for family 
reunions in the David ancestral home in Betis, Guagua, Pampanga, 
which happens to be in the second district, where Arroyo has been a 
frequent visitor distributing goodies and projects left and right that 
her visitations and munificence have given rise to a highly obvious 
conclusion. � Inquirer Photo

MANILA – His wife and four children are all 
against it, but University of the Philippines profes-
sor and Inquirer columnist Randy David declared 
Thursday that he would seriously consider run-
ning against President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
should she seek a seat in the House representing 
the second district of their home province of Pam-
panga in 2010.

“If she runs, I will think about it very seriously. 
Yes, I think so. She will not go unchallenged. She 
will not go unopposed; we will oppose her every 
step of the way,” David, 63, told the Inquirer last 
night when asked about reports that he would pit 
himself against the powerful President in a local 
showdown.

“It’s probably the most foolish thing to do. I 
know it’s quixotic to run against the President—
somebody who has no qualms about using all the 
powers of her office—but I think somebody has to 
stop her. And if we get to that point, I will do my 
part even if that may be myself,” said the sociol-
ogy professor.

Brazen
David said the moves to have Arroyo run for 

a seat in Congress and to hammer out Charter 
change toward a shift to the parliamentary system 
were a “brazen” way of circumventing the consti-
tutional ban on presidential reelection.

Under a parliamentary system, the prime min-
ister is the head of state, he pointed out.

“I think what she is doing is really too much, 
and they have to be stopped,” he said.

David said that while the people of Pampanga 
were proud to have the President come from the 
province, this was not a justification for her to 
prolong her stay in power.

“I belong to the second district and we will not 
take this [candidacy] sitting down,” he declared.

David said Arroyo had been frequenting Pam-
panga recently, distributing checks and food—
“precisely the worst aspects of patronage poli-
tics.”

He said running against Arroyo would also pro-
vide the opportunity to grill her on the corruption 
scandals hounding her administration.

“I will be very happy to challenge her to a de-
bate and let the people know the answers to the 

DAVID VS GOLIATH

UP prof ready to run vs GMA
by Kristine L. Alave

and Juliet Labog-Javellana
Inquirer.net

many questions about this ad-
ministration,” he said.

Most unpopular
On a national scale, David said 

running against Arroyo would 
be “the easiest thing in the 
world because she is the most 
unpopular President.”

But when it came down to lo-
cal politics, he acknowledged 
that he probably did not stand a 
chance against her.

Asked where he would get 
the resources to run against the 

President, if and when, he chuckled and said: “I 
don’t know. Maybe if you run, the resources will 
come.”

He said he had not talked with Pampanga Gov. 
Ed Panlilio about his plan or whether they would 
form an alliance against the President and her 
son, Juan Miguel “Mikey” Arroyo, the incumbent 
representative of Pampanga who has announced 
plans to run for governor against the priest-
turned-politician.

David said his wife, former Civil Service Com-
mission head Karina Constantino-David, and their 
four children, as well as his siblings, were vehe-
mently against his running.

Weekend reunion in Betis
But should Ms Arroyo file her candidacy for 
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