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MANILA – Former President 
Corazon Aquino is back at the 
hospital and is being fed intrave-
nously as she continues to suf-
fer from poor appetite, her son, 
Senator Benigno Aquino III said 
on Wednesday. 

Mrs. Aquino, who underwent 
surgey for colon cancer in April, 
was admitted to the hospital on 
Tuesday, her son said, adding he 
was not sure whether she would 

stay there until Thursday or until 
next week.

“Nag-aalala kami, parang ma-
sama ang appetite nya. Halim-
abawa may karamdaman ka, 
wala kang nutrients sa katawan 
para makalakad, e problema yun 
[We’re worried. She has poor 
appetite. If you’re sick and you 
have no nutrients in your body 
so that you can walk, that’s a 
problem],” Sen. Aquino told re-
porters at the Manila Hotel.

The young Aquino said he and 

his siblings were concerned that 
their mother was only taking 
fruits and soups. 

Mrs. Aquino was honored as 
one of this year’s “Outstanding 
Manilans” for being a “staunch 
champion of democracy, peace, 
women’s rights and empower-
ment.”

The senator received the 
award in behalf of his mother.

Other recipients of the award 
include Senator Manuel Villar, 
corruption whistleblower Ro-
dolfo Lozada Jr., taipans Henry 
Sy and George Ty, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer board chairper-
son Marixi Rufino-Prieto, busi-
nessmen Eugenio Lopez III and 
Jaime Agusto Zobel de Ayala, 
Regina Paz Lopez, Miguel En-
riquez, and Teresita Uytiepo-
Quirino, 

Villar was recognized for 
sponsoring more than 50 bills 
in the House of Representative 
and the Senate and “for win-
ning public trust, which trans-
lated into an impressive victory 
in the senatorial race by being 
the number one senator in May 
2001 national elections,” among 
others. 

MANILA – Senator Jose “Jing-
goy” Estrada’s two teenage chil-
dren were stricken with a mild 
case of Influenza A(H1N1), but 
have fully recovered from the 
disease.

Estrada said his 19-year-old 
daughter could have gotten the 
disease from the De La Salle 
University in Manila, the first 
school in the capital to have a 
confirmed case of A(H1N1).

The senator said his daughter 
could have infected her 15-year-
old brother.

Estrada said his two children 
were hospitalized for three days 
and were on home quarantine 
for 10 days.

“Hindi dapat overacting sa 
A(H1N1) dahil hindi ito naka-
kamatay. Yung namamatay-
may mga underlying causes 
[We shouldn’t be overacting 
on A(H1N1) because it is fatal 
only to those with underlying 
causes],” he said.

“It’s not life threatening so we 
should not panic,” he said.

Estrada had just returned to 
the country from a trip to the 
Middle East.

The Department of Health 
(DoH) confirmed 131 new cases 
of the Influenza A(H1N1) virus 
on Wednesday, the most num-
ber of cases confirmed in a day 
so far, bringing the total number 
of cases to 604. (Inquirer.net)

DEVOTION. Catholic devotees, donning dried banana leaves and covered in mud, attend a mass in celebration of Saint John The Baptist 
at Aliaga township, in Nueva Ecija province, 150 kilometers (93 miles) north of Manila, Philippines Wednesday June 24. Hundreds of 
devotees in this remote township cover themselves with mud and wear mostly banana leaves in a unique practice to bring good blessings 
and to celebrate an abundant harvest. � AP Photo by Bullit Marquez
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Lozada on the other hand was 
recognized for “his brave and 
unimpeachable advocacy for 
truth, honesty and transparency 
in public service, a vigorous cru-
sade that has endangered his life 
and the safety of his family.” 

It was Lozada, who implicated 
President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo and her husband, First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo, 
in the alleged anomalous nation-
al broadband network (NBN) 
project. n
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