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House won't insist on Senate-
less constituent assembly

by JEss Diaz
Philstar.com

MANILA - The House of Rep-
resentatives will not insist on its
planned constituent assembly
(con-ass) if senators refuse to
participate in it, according to La
Union Rep. Victor Ortega.

“We will invite them to par-
ticipate, but if they refuse, we

will not insist (on con-ass),” he
told an Ateneo forum on efforts
by President Arroyo’s congress-
men-allies to amend the Con-
stitution even without Senate
involvement.

Ortega echoed Speaker Pros-
pero Nograles’ waning confi-

dence in attaining 220 votes for
any Charter change (Cha-cha)
proposal in a Senate-less con-

D'ANDREA LAW CORPORATION

FASADHENA EOLL CENTER
1 EAST QOLORADD BLYD
SUTTE S0
PAEADEN A, TA 51100

DLC

MARTINDALE CHNTRE
I16 NORTH GLENTORA AVE
SLITE 300
GLENDHORA, CA §E

(626) 240-4688

FREE CONSULTATION

Fax: (626) 771-2953
www.dandrealaw.com
robert@dandrealaw.com

U.S. Immigration
Law Offices

__ DANDREAWLAW

LOREM

LIS PRs L =L Eig

Law c X

JANIELA KOIMAN

|.i'

’ L

ass.

“I don’t think we can attain
that number for any controver-
sial proposal like term exten-
sion,” he said.

That number represents
three-fourths of the combined
membership of the House and
the Senate.

Fr. Joaquin Bernas, another
forum guest, said he was not
worried about a Senate-less
con-ass.

“First, I don’t think they can
get 220 votes. Second, Nograles
will not convene a con-ass with-
out the Senate. That would be
ridiculous,” he said.

Bernas was a member of the
1986 Constitutional Commission
that wrote the present Constitu-
tion.

Ortega chairs the House com-
mittee on constitutional amend-
ments and was the principal
sponsor of both Resolutions
1109 and 737.

Resolution 1109 seeks to con-
vene “members of Congress”
and not its two chambers into
a con-ass to propose Charter
amendments. The resolution’s
language suggests Senate par-
ticipation in the envisioned as-
sembly is not required.

Resolution 737, on the other
hand, proposes specific Charter
amendments. It seeks to amend
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UP prof ready to run...
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congresswoman, “I will sit down
and talk to my brothers and sis-
ters and my wife and children
and tell them ‘Eto na ang kina-
tatakutan natin (This is what we
have been fearing),”” he said.

David said his father, Fiscal
Pedro David, who was a lawyer
of the Liberal Party, was close
to Arroyo’s late father, President
Diosdado Macapagal. As early
as when Diosdado Macapagal
was a congressman, he was a
frequent visitor at the David res-
idence in Betis.

David said he did not get close
to Arroyo because she did not
live in Pampanga.

He himself has been going
home to Betis every Sunday on
his motorcycle for weekend fam-
ily reunions, he said.

‘We’ll not take it lying down’

In a media interview at Paman-
tasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila,
Panlilio let loose with fighting
words in talking about Arroyo’s
purported planned run.

“People are sensing a politi-
cal agenda in what she is doing.
There is a growing notion that
she’s using the second district of
Pampanga for her political plans
to protect herself from legal suits
later on,” he said, adding:

“We will give her a good fight.
We have some options. We will
definitely pit someone in case
she runs. We will not take this
lying down.”

Asked if David was their can-
didate, Panlilio neither denied
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nor confirm it.

15 visits so far

He said he had only read of
David’s supposed plan to chal-
lenge Arroyo in the papers, and
that he had yet to talk to the UP
professor who backed his candi-
dacy for governor in 2007.

But David can definitely run
in the second district as he is a
registered voter there, Panlilio
said.

He said Pampanga residents
had “mixed” reactions to Arroyo
and her frequent visits to her
home province.

If the elections were held now,
Arroyo would definitely win the
congressional seat in the second
district because she has brought
improvements there, Panlilio
said.

But there are other constitu-
ents who see through her politi-
cal agenda, he said.

Of the 17 times Arroyo visited
Pampanga this year, 15 were in
the second district.

“I believe more and more
people are having a growing
consciousness of why she’s do-
ing this. If she truly loves Pam-
panga, why doesn’t she run for
governor?” Panlilio said.

“We don’t want Pampanga to
be used,” he said.

Frat brod

In Malacanang, Gary Olivar,
one of the President’s spokes-
persons, pledged support for
her possible opponent in 2010.

Olivar, Arroyo’s preferred

mouthpiece on economic affairs,
said he and David belonged to
the same fraternity.

“So I would encourage him to
run regardless of whether the
President will run or not,” Olivar
said. “And I will certainly cam-
paign for him.”

Olivar took a different tack af-
ter being reminded by a reporter
that he was a spokesperson for
Arroyo, who might end up con-
testing the congressional seat in
Pampanga with David.

“He will have my moral sup-
port then,” Olivar said.

David will have “a bright fu-
ture if he decides to go into poli-
tics,” according to Olivar.

But he said the sociology pro-
fessor “should not condition
[his decision] on the President’s
plan.”

Ultimate intention

Lorelei Fajardo, another of
Arroyo’s spokespersons, ques-
tioned David’s motivation in
considering running for a seat
in the House.

“We should have the right in-
tention and right motive in run-
ning, and I think there’s no bet-
ter intention for us than to serve
our country, serve our people
and make a good difference,”
Fajardo said.

“This should be the ultimate
intention, and nothing else,” she
said.

Olivar added: “I would like
to believe that professor David
shares the same intention.” M
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